the level of financial support to univer-
sities and sometimes also to distribute
grants among the institutions, and to
plan and co-ordinate with the univer-
sities the implementation of programs
to meet the educational needs of the
province or region. The fourth and last
element of a system consists of the
government, with either a department
with responsibility for all levels of
education or a separate department for
higher education only.

There are some links which, though
not leading to a country-wide, unified
university system, connect the individ-
ual provincial systems at the national
level. Thus we find the Council of Min-
isters of Education, Canada, which
provides a mechanism for consultation
and interaction in educational matters
of common interest to the various pro-
vincial governments, and the Associa-
tion of Universities and Colleges of
Canada which, as the voluntary organi-
zation of the Canadian universities,
does the same for its members.

The following description of the
provincial university system will con-
centrate on the main, non-denomina-
tional universities. No mention is made
of church-related institutions, or feder-
ated and affiliated colleges.

Newfoundland: Memorial University
is the only university in the province.
As already indicated, there is no inter-
mediary or buffer body between the
government and the university in New-
foundland and, accordingly, Memorial
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deals directly with the provincial
government. Funding matters are the
concern of a special cabinet committee
on university affairs, while day-to-day
relationships depend on direct contact
between the university and the depart-
ments of education and finance.
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick: The maritime prov-
inces, with a number of small to
medium-sized university-level institu-
tions (one on Prince Edward Island,
four in New Brunswick and 13 in Nova
Scotia), have created one body, the
Maritime Provinces Higher Education
Commission (MPHEC), to act as an
intermediary between the region’s uni-
versities and the governments of the
three provinces. Established to assist
the provinces and institutions in attain-
ing a more efficient use and allocation
of higher education resources in the
region, MPHEC reports to the Council
of Maritime Premiers. Through the
Council, MPHEC annually presents to
the provincial legislatures its recom-
mendations on the level of financial
assistance to the universities. Each
legislature determines its own level of
funding for the institutions within its
jurisdiction; the resulting grants are
distributed to the universities, in New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island
by the Commission and in Nova Scotia
by the Minister of Education, following
the Commission’s recommendation.
The maritime universities and
Memorial University of Newfoundland




