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The Washington Post 

. WASHINGTON — The State Department 
Monday accused Iraq of using internationally 
outlawed "lethal chemical weapons" against 
Iranian troops in the war between the Persian 
Gulf neighbors. 

Iran has frequently charged Iraq with using 
poison  gas.  and recently U.S. officials have 
suggested that such claims could be true. But 
Monday  • marked the first public accusation 
against Iraq by the Reagan .administration,' 
which, although officially neutral on the war, 
has tended .to be more sympathetic toward 
Iraq. 

Citing "available evidence" against Iraq,. the 
State Department said "the United States 
strongly condemns the prohibited use of chem-

- ical weapons wherever it occurs. 'There can be 
no justi fication for their iise by any country." 

Privately, some officials were less harsh on 
the Iraqis. They said the country faced  a ( 

 situation in which it was being• attacked by 
waves of Iranian troops and where any major. 
,crack in the Iraqi defences could bring down 
the army and the government. Thus, they said, 
it was not surprising that Iraq would use any 
weapon in its arsenal. 

Intelligence sources said the Iraqis are most-
ly using mustard gas, an incapacitating and 
sornetimes lethal gas that was employed exten-
sively during the First World War. ,Its use was 
later banned under the 1925 Geneva  Conven-
tion,  which Iran and Iraq signed. 

The sources aid.  '''..à4.5 is`.'4prbertliCirnit:ilje. poi-
son gas in its o■iiiiàcilitii; and 'thati..ferre. are I 
also  indications th–e:the.. Middle.:Ee'..cOunity 
has begun liiitir.ed . .tieduction of à.'•tplel,a more 
lethal nerve 	 !• 

The informant<itrid:,(4::e .e ." fiteyernent 
with chemical . 'N'Vè4dhs fO ,,the. ,L9e0s .; when , 
Baghdad,\ using eq4enien4irOvided,le.the - So 
viet Union, sought4?,deyelop defBsagainst 
chemical warfare.41t„iiiii .1.ht:ea.rfy90s, the l 
sources 'said, Iracitegan...!rial?i-. ■triiptarci gas 
for offensive Weap"Oli.,S,..acoelèràting.pipduction' 
in the early 1980s,",a4'te'r the rWaribegart.',4::, 

U.S. governmeq.itirces';i -said..MoSay' that ., 
Iraq has three plàeitproducini 
One, about 100 bjel:iètres'.nor,thwésf 6f: Bagh-
dad, is the mairi.;euS.P.:rçVgas:Prèidite -er,:' - and 
also appears to•h.,d0,e . à:héW:ne6e.:-ga-S.:, produc-
tion  facility that  U.S. speCiàliSts '.•CoUld •  
turn out significatearriduntewitbii,',•a: : iXar.- 

U.S. specia1ists.:.eid,Ira4.;;Use,1:,niitard as 
 against Irariian foi:Plkh OCtober aittr NOvem-

ber and again mukh; more 're,cejitlyieThey said 
it appears that mOt.e'thegà's;rW.a-s fired..at 
the Iranians in artriWy  and  .1.polriarf.:Shells,.iid 
sonie of it in boeS.:;;Tliére:SOptetimes' waS 
confusion about what gàS.was.  béing'jused, they 
said, because Iraq;15b„Ooda .Méitally..tisèd. non-
lethal tear gas. 

Officials here i.vefe i tireillfrie.spelculate on 
the possible  effectt 

.statement MondaY,iltbougVoeficialS`Csa5.d .lthey' 
v;lould support a ue 


