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WASHINGTON — Thc State Department
Monday accused Iraq of using mternanonally
outlawed . “lethal -chemical weapons” - against
Iranian troops in the war bctwcen the Pcrsxan
Gulf neighbors.

Iran has frequcntly chargcd lraq with usmg
poison gas, ‘and recently U.S. officials have

- .suggested that such claims could be true. But
Monday -marked the first public accusation.

against - Iraq by the Reagan administration,’
which, although officially neutral on the war,
has tended to be more. sympatheuc toward
Iraq.

. Citing “available evxdcnce against lraq, the

.State Department said - “the United States

strongly condemns the prohibited use of chem-

".ical weapons wherever it occurs.. There can bc

no justification for their use by any country.”
Privately, some officials were less harsh on
the Iraqis. They said the country faced a,

situation in which it was being  attacked by'
_waves of Iranian troops and where any major
crack in the Iraqi defences could bring down

the army and the governmcnt Thus, they said,
it :'was not surprising that Iraq would use any
weapon in its arsenal.

Intelligence sources said the Iraqls are most-
ly using mustard gas, an incapacitating and

“sometimes lethal gas that was employed exten-

sively during the First World War. Its usc was
later banned under the 1925 Ccncva Conven-
tlon whxch Iran and Iraq s1gncd
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