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"Why am I doing this?® Despite conscientious effort and (sometimes) good grasp
of technique, it is too frequently hard for an information officer to explain -
to others or to himself: "How does the initiative I am now planning serve the
interest: of the Canadian Governuent‘and people”" 1 think perhaps the btasic
problen urises from the anomaly that the fundumental purposcs of an information
prograprrs «broad ars understood but that so often the information activitiee

themselves cannot bpe clearly relsted to these purposes,

3. Under retioral examiration, simply <o impart information to the rest

ot the world about Canada is not a tell~wicint naticnal cdjective; infbfmatioy
work abridé rust aim to and, in = broad cense, nmust te showWn to support and
advanrce (v naclan interasts., The wltimate obicctives ol auch infoirmation work

e thotn of external pcliéy: 10 guarantee the security cf the nation, to attain
the kil L possible dejree of natioanl proopority and, in this pursuit, po
fulfil ticse specific obligations towards the rest of the worla wnich enlightened

self-interest or the humanitarian desires of the Canadian people may demand,

ive While it is important that a foreign information service never lose
signt of the bedrock reasons for its existence, it wowla be inane, in opsrationel
terns, to focus chiefly on those ultimate cnd universal goals of peace amd
narreny waich are more aspiraticns than objectives and which present a horizon
far too distant for the purpcses of & practical, current programme. Horizons

rust be lcwered and targets brought closer,




