museum curators and world-
renowned architect Arthur
Erikson wanted to convey to
visitors. With an eye to
historic Indian culture, the
building was set in a treed
area and stretched out paral-
lel to the nearby shoreline of
a small lake, reflecting the
traditional setting of an Indian
village. Floor-to-ceiling win-
dows draw in the landscape
and offer views of the distant
Pacific Ocean and of the set-
ting sun. The structure of the
building — a post and beam
construction — recalls an
important feature of West
Coast Indian architecture.

B Building in context:
§ St. Jacques’ spire

I at the heart of the

{| University of Quebec
&l at Montreal.

One might ask, what is
unique about Canadian
architecture? What makes it
Canadian? It is simply this:
building in context is the nub
of current architectural
debate around the world,;
building in Canadian context
is what makes the buildings
uniquely Canadian.

- Photo: Canadian Centre for Architecture. Montreal
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