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CIBS ’97-’98 s
Key to Team Canada Paithers|

Canada’s International Business Strategy (CIBS) for 1997-1998 is a key element of the federal govern-
ment’s commitment to a “Team Canada” partnership with the private sector and the provinces — a part-
nership based on developing winning strategies that generate jobs and promote growth for Canadians.

Through the involvement of Na-
tional Sector Teams consisting
of government and private sec-
tor representatives, CIBS gives
Canadian industry an opportu-
nity to influence government’s

international business priori-

ties. The result is a document
offering a series of strategies
spanning 27 key industry sec-
tors. Each strategy identifies
the main objectives that gov-
ernment and industry will pur-
sue to help Canadian firms cap-
ture emerging global trade, tech-
nology and investment busi-
ness. This year, for the first time,
the sectoral strategies have been
written by the National Sector
Teams.

With full industry participa-
tion, CIBS ensures that govern-
ment strategies and initiatives
reflect the real needs of Cana-
dian industry. At the same time,
CIBS works to reduce overlap
and duplication between govern-
ments and to direct government
resources where they can gen-
uinely “make a difference.”

This year, CIBS incorporates
two new sectoral strategies, Ab-
original Products, Services and
Technologies, and Construction,
Architectural and Engineering
Services.

CIBS includes...

i Overview: This section
of CIBS consists of a Strategic
Overview summarizing Canada’s
main trade policy and interna-
tional business development ob-
jectives; a Geographic Overview
identifying key challenges, prior-
ities and opportunities within
each of the world’s major geo-
graphic regions; and a complete
list of Canada’s International
Trade Centres.

. Industry Sector Stra-
tegies: The main component of
CIBS is the 25 Industry Sector
Strategies. A hard copy abridged
version of the strategies offers
the main challenges identified by
the National Sector Teams in
pursuing international business
opportunities, and the strategic
directions government and in-
dustry will follow to take advan-
tage of emerging global trade,
technology and investment op-
portunities. A longer version of
the texts, including a profile of
each industry sector and the in-
ternational environment of which
it is a part, can be read on-line,
obtained by fax, or ordered on
diskette.

L International Activi-
ties: National Sector Teams have
compiled and will maintain an

updated list of international
events and initiatives that pro-
vincial and federal governments
plan to undertake in support of
the strategies. Contained in the
“evergreen” CIBS Compendium
and available on-line, the list
includes a description of each
activity, contact names and tele-
phone and fax numbers of gov-
ernment co-ordinators. Cana-
dian companies interested in
participating in the various ini-
tiatives are encouraged to con-
tact the department or agency
listed for details. Those without
on-line access can obtain period-
ically updated lists from their
local International Trade Centre,
or via fax-back.
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