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Nuclear Test Ban
Negotiations in Sîght

On August 10, the Geneva-based Conference on Disar-
marnent (CD) gave its Ad Hoc Committee on a Nuclear
Test Ban a general mandate to negotiate a comprehensive
nuclear test ban treaty (CTBl). This followed US Presi-
dent BRi Clinton's July 3 announcement that the Adminis-
tration is extending the current moratorium on US nuclear
weapon testing through September 1994, provided no
other state tests during that period. CD members, includ-
ing Canada, are now defining the organization of and a
specific mandate for CTBT negotiations. The goal is to be-
gin negotiations in January 1994.

Canada bas long advocated a nuclear test ban as a cen-
tral armns control objective and thus wholeheartedly sup-
ports the US and CD decisions. The plan to negotiate a
CTBT cornes at a particularly important juncture as a num-
ber of countries have linked the conclusion of a CTBT and
indefinite extension of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) when the latter cornes up for review in 1995.
While Canada firmly rejects that linkage as an element of
the NPT extension process, there is no doubt that contin-
ued testing would complicate the process of extending in-
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