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Prime Minister Comments on, Historîc Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Agreement

Oval Office Dellberation - Presiclent Reagan (lefI> and Gene
discuss issues of current interest to their countries duritig a,
Oval Office of the White House in Washington, This was ont
between the two leaders attended only by their interpreters.

Following the signing of the
Intermediate-Range, Nuclear Forces
(INF) Agreement on December 8,
1987, the Prime Minister issued the
ffolowing press release.

"On Tuesday, December 8, Preeldent
Reagan andi General Secretary Gor-
bachev sigried an historic agreement te
eliminate intermecliate-range nuclear
missiles. i amn sure fliat ail Canadians
applaud this treaty as a pragmatic stop
towards a botter and safer worid. it is a
celebration of common sense over
adversity.

The agreement requires the complete
dismantiing and destru~ction of thoueands
of nuclear weapons. For the first time in

the nuclear age, a whole ciass of super-
power weapons will not be merely
iimited, but eliminated completeiy.

President Reagan can justifiably claim
great succese. It was ho who provided
the vision in hie zero option proposai of
1981. It was ho who held firm against
those who wanted to treeze these
weapons at leveis still threatening to the
West, If Is lie who has had the courage
to distinguish between firrnness and
intransigence.

However, we muet not hesitate to give
Mr. Gorbachev his full share of the
credit. It tookc a new klnd of Soviet
leader 10 ur.do his predcsos' deci-
sion to introduce those missiles in the
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