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Some C onlBirds.
By J. W. ]BANKS.

lau I4io io IhwfDI*.

Tht belted kingfisher (Ceryle aleYOn) is closelY
rélated to the Mexican trogon found in the viclnity.
of tht Rio Grande. The food of the kingfisher
consts entîrely of small fish. As soon as the lakes
aud streains are f ree of their wmntry covering, the
startling cry of the klngfisher is heard. Strong of
wing, it is frequently setu high iu the air. Au.
industrious fisherman,, whether perched on some
overhanging 11mb' or. skimmning rapidly over the
water, he is always on the alert for is finny prey,
cspturîng k i with his large spearlike bil by a head-
long plunge, depeudig on his strouig wings to lif t
hîm aa front tht. watet. He la quift. indorent
Io thet *eýc of j man, neither courting or
sbuaning bis coenpany; content to do bis own fish-

i&the mm e ld W*Y.
I * AIbiX the 2o&.of M"ywork icIf tton a

home fr tht young brSdl;tht erpuiclface
of m m.athmb s tbesite chosen. Tht amount of

labur othiu'asd female perform in its cooni-

VIi s mmeitiý* Thte etrance to this home
oit Swa tunnel. im four- to 'six- feet in length,

ghtlnÙ4unIm the bk*dsmen with m dbtCfr
1wbmn they w9l &dverge either to the right or left.
At thte «tremity ýof the -tunnel a chmnher is dug,
omat in shupi about Lfteen inches luimeter sund

â~à iice boi;h,, tht walls of whidi are qute
smog& .Noàyofl-ightenters this castlof the
king and qpe fisher; yet k tis srpiuycu

Dry, grass la spariugly used, barely enotigh to keep
the pure white eggsfrom the cold ground.1 The
nst*a1 nuuber of ealaid is six.Thf ouieid

m .luin the homtilt full growu, and are. quit.
1biud4M1 within a few days of leaving. Tht femnale
nmsy be identliod by a baud -of bright chestnut
lacros ttloe resextendinàg along the, sides.

s h lrý'ast.'.~gaaCas

Tht llc~eror golden-wmged woodpecker
(ColaPtes améatiu), tht -most brilliantly coloured
-of ael a drour woOdPeckers, arves about .the 22ndC
o4 f May. >Ulifering f rom other meuibers o 0f the
(.ily, they are rarely seen in tht deep woods,

~t fii~t dTélt rn --g-&e déad and -broke
trees lu pasture fields. They are shy and watchfui
birds and aXe rarely caugh apn. hi o
qm-sists mfl of ants, procured f rom inlfested
t*$ sadd on tht ground. ThiS bird ba a nimbéi
of notes and .cals, some of which are muiala

others are amusing. The flicker may b. often
observed perched upon a limb ini thet mw of
other birds, as well as clinging. W the .uprigh
trunk.

Their nest is excavated in the trunk of a. dead trte
at different altitudes. Measurîng one in a debd
pine, which a wood-chopptr had felled Mt knOwing
of the nest, 1 found the entrance- to be clgh'tY fet-
f rom the ground.' The labour of excavating- -is
shared by both birds; the nest 18 f rom ten -tW twelve
inches deep. The usual number of eggl laid is
seven; the sheils are intensely hard and pure white.

Som e bm Bird.
During tht first two weeks in May seof

shore birds, embracing a number of different
f smilles, pass through, the' Maritim Provinces mn
their way to .their breeding <rounds on the
Lbdo&r cuian d the Arctic regidos., Two
species, at least, of smndpipers bsiooglg bto e
short birds, are known to be summner resideft of..
southeru New Brunswick.The. mrgina oetlahs
snd, Ponds are favorite meorts, where they fnd am
abundance'of food lun the forni of aiemets
and in tht larIvat of insects found in aoe water.

.. ht1Wwhite-<umped dipdWx Tr*Vag fusi.ko»)

may b.e eaily identified by the whieupptr tai
coverts shewing a weIl defined white pi"chWbéa
tht wmngs are extended in flight,111 stroog characte
pocuhiar tWthis species." I bav. -hâd the plusr.
of exainn.g seeral aests of this bird; theire
are laid tht first week in, June; there is8 noatm t
aât iest building. A mte depresson is made io the
green m, or a 1bed of d&Y leaves in which the
cresmy-browu ,eggs, t> tht number of threé or foàr
are laid. The'nest la neyer nmr than fifty Y«r&
f rom the water's edgtand always ln tht shelte o
thet woods or dens shrubbery.

Tht well known spotted sandpiper (Actitis mes-

'laria) la readilY idëntified by thte 9ofu--sp--t--
of the'neck andbrtast and its ince&sntippint Of

rthe 'bodY as if baanced on recipro6c Ilingsrns
IThis bird, diffêring f rom all hi. relaives afound
Iduring the breeding season f rom tht Stat of Vir-

e ginia to tht Labrador coast. TheSir - uét 15 eidhe
Io a. cup-shaped cavityfrt ute rudl
ft pasture-field or meadow an d -lined .spar4ngl witb

1dry grass, or it is quite a res ebe9et, bulit, en
d a knoll and composýi>f digèerent dry -vegetabk atb-
d stances. The nest is mali, snd the four. pofiedly

rpyrifg>rln shaped eggs are, .invarlbly placed lath
ýd nest with the large tnd up.


