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R. HEREFORD BEVAN was looklug
thoughtfully ut a simili Cape rabbit;
the rabfiit took not the slightest notice
of Dr. Hierefordl Bevan. It crouched on
a narrow bench, nibbling ut a miess of
crushed miealies and setdperfec(tly
content xith its lot, iu spite of the fact

that the benich was stunted luntht ee rimiental
laboratory of the Jackson Iustitue 0 f Tropical
Medicines.

la the young principal's hiandi was a long porcelain
rod wybwhc froin tinte to tite he iltenaced the
unconscious feeder, without, however, IprodInI'tg so
much as a single shiver of apprehensioni. With his
long cars pricked, hiis sunsi t ive nostrils (juivering-lie
wns used te theinian.smuell of fHerefordi Bevan by
now-and hlm big black ecs staring unwin kingly
ahead, there was littie in the appearance of Ithli rabbit
ta suggest abnlornîal Condition.

For the third tintie in a quaiýrter of an hour Bevan
raised the rod as though te strike the animal across,
the nose, andl for the third tintie lowerud the roti again.
Then with a sigh he 11f ted thli littîs be.st by theiccars
and carried hlmi, struggling and sqItrinig, to a sinall
hutch p ut hlm lin very gently and closed the wire-
netted door.

li He tood staring ut the tiny iiiimate and fetchedl
a long sigh. Then le left the laboratory and walkedi
down to the staff st(idy.

Stuart Gold, bis assistant, at at a big dvsk, pipe
luntouth, checking somie calculntions. lie looked
uP ,as Bevan came in.

"Well," hie said, "whaýt ]has Buniny doue?",
"Bunny is feeding iku a p)ig," said Bevan, irritably.

"No change? "
B3evan shook his hvad and looked at his watch.
What tine --- "-hu. began.

"T'ht boat train was lu ten innutes a o," mid
Stuart Gold. "I1 have been on.the -'phone t o \Materloo.
Hie may be hure at anly minute now. 1

Beivan walked iip)nnd down the npartmneut, his
hands thrust iuto hi. trousers pckts is chin on
bum breast.

Presently he walked te the window aiid, looked out
at the husy street. Motor-buses uwere rumnbling pnst
iun ndilesaprocession. The idwakswerv
crowdedl with pede-strians, for titis was tliv
btîsiest thorouuhfare ln tht e 1t Ed of Liodo
and it iras the tiou f Itht day ,%Iitn Itheoffices

were absninihlg thir slavs,
As hie looked, a taxi drew iii opposite the

agility cf youth, thougit the ironi-grey-
wisesabout his chin and the

seanicd reit face placed it hlm umngst
thetsixties.

" Itishcl" cried Hereford levan.
andi dasheit front the ruoom to wvl-
conte the visitor, taiking the port.
manteau front him baud., it is awýfu11l' g oodci f you te
tomie, professr,' lie mid, shakingZ
the traveller warm-ly by the hans.
.'Ever mnce 1 telegraphed 1 have
been scared stck for fear 1 brought
you on a fool's erraud(."

"Nonsense," mid thteIder man,
sharply; - 1iras comiur to Europe
anyway, and I1inerely advanced
my date of sniling. Fd socier cerne
by the Mamreania than the slow
packet by' whieh I had bookeit.
}Iow are you? You are loolng
brig'Jl."

Hereford Bevan led the new-
conter to the study and introduceit
hlm to Guld.

Prof essor Van der Bergli ias one
of thcs. slslerly mens whoi neyer,
groir old. Ms blue cyt iras as
ektar as it hue beein s a wentieth
birthilay, his sensitive mouth was as rayta ml
as ever it had been in te loirer of i youth, A
professor of pathology, a great anatomis ad neof
the foremot hacteriologlntff ia the UiedSats

Bvngdoubts and apprehension*s vere es ap
jusid,tugh km iras relieved ia mn tadsve
thnt he hati merely neceleratei the. gyeat mn'
departuce f rom New Yai*, and was> mt uholy
respon sible for a trip wvilci ight end indiapof
ment.

" Now " said Van der Bergh, spraigK ot
taillaandi drawig bis chair ta thett efire, "jiu
give me a second te light my pipe and tellmeai

yortroubles" e
He puffed-awway fo a feir seconds, bfrw outŽ the

match carefùuly and threw it 'nto the grate, then

before Becvan could speuk he sali:
"I presume thut thtepemýlic cd january bas

Scu recd you?"
Hiereford Bevan noddted.

Wel"said the professer, reflectively, "I don't
wender. The 11918 "pidemie irashait enougit. 1 arn
net cIlling it infIiien.iu, becatise 1 think very feir of
us are satisfied te affix that wiît label te a devastating
disuse irich apptnred in the most mystentous
fashion, took its toll, and disapýpeairet as rapidly
and mlysterioi-15y. '

Hte scratched bis fbead, sturing out of the winioir.
I haven't herd any theory about that eidem(-ic

which has wholly satisýfied mne," he sait. "' People
talk glibly of 'carriers,' cf *'Infectiton,' but who
lnfected the wild tribes ln the centre of Africa on the
very day that whole contmunities of Eskimios ver.
laid 1ev ln parts of the Arctic regiona irbich vers
absolutely isolated front the rest of the world?"

Bevan shook bis hçad.
"That lu the imystery that 1 havte neyer solved,"

he mid, " and neyer hope te."
"Iwouild't suy that," sait thtc professer, shiak*ngý

bis head. 'A amnawy hopîng to g,ýt on the trac~
of firt causes, however baffling they mayý be. Any-
Way', I ai', not SatiSf idto dsri that outbreak as
influienza and it really dots not matter whatlae
ire give kt for the montvntt. VOu ntIý-ays trutly cutI
it tht 'P'Lague' or tht(,cuge'Noir lut's gut dou,
to tht epidemiecof this year. 1 shoult like te compa)ýre
notes with you because 1 have almnyvs fouit that the
reports of titis Institte are ubove suspicion. 1
oup pose it hue been suiggested [te yoli e ment on,
"thait the inves-tigattion of this particulur diseuase ia
outside tht province oif tropical i1edicines?"

Stuart Gold lauighed.
"\Vu are remninded of that eeydy"he mid
drylw.just teil I me wha1,t ipnn aJanuary cf

tbis yasaid thterfesrDrt. Bevan seat ed himatlft tht trable, ptlltd 0epent
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discover the crying period did ntt 1st

a-- much m'ore than a quarter of an hour ifl
Orne cases a much shorter .ti.,.~AgAin the professor nodded.

"That is. what happened in New York,"
hie aid, "and titis symnptom was followed
about six hours late yasih rise of
-ert'eshvering, and a desire for sleep." I

Jst the saine sort Of thing happened here,sad Bevanl'and ini the morning everybody was a'
well as the>"hall been the previous mnnganth
[net tisat iit has occnrrth,
looked but hfo thed might have been ov'er-

hositabutfortheobservation madeý in varjouisopias. GokJ and 1 w,,e both stricken at the sanietlme. We both tool, bloodi and succeeded in lsolatiflg
Thegem"
"Th ePrefessor iuIlmped up.
hes.en YOu are the only People who have tIdai"nobody el, in thle world seems to havetake ht rcuto.
Surt a niOm lifted a big, bell-shaped glass cov'erfrrl mirosop.,~ took froni a locked case a th'i

auro C 8c lirJe and lnserted ik iu the holder. lieaâjustec4 the leam5 swtcd o a shaderJ light behifld
the sruet ,na'd beckoned the professor forward,

[ntrmet a 'e r ergh glued his eye to the"Pr nent anIhe sfra long tinte.
beloe. i'l, a, 1have never seen this fei10W
a or tloes r ther lie a trypnasomie."S t toid Bevan Il said Stuart Gold.

e Oesrw s stili lok"ng
t is hke nd t h is unlike"h e said. "0)f course,it 8 asur t Stlggest that you've ail had an attackOf sleeping sick'seihYuunobel olhave hadl if this anessawhjcl you undutl wurldthis b)1g9is a newa tre asom, butsurel
lit ýald ac to hmcir, puffing thoughtfully

~ tidYou do?"
the ourt n aidBean,, "and infectedml Sntt ican rahbbts. In an holrthey develoPedrtsyinplltoîn5, Theu eyes watered for thte

ar rie 1 Ife, their teniperatnt.e rose six hours5ss~itd le tntorning they were ail wI.
h 1 .t uIouL' African rabbits?" asked Van der

"B Cause theY develop secondarYf
SY"'pt0 s Of a-, diseuse at twîce the
rateOf a huna eg- least that

')'en[1f1experience,"explainted
ilwsl Ga n it by accident whilstan Iabas besto wn' i Southt Africa,I en a very usef ul piece Ofkunowledige tonme. When I wred to Y 00
1 ha d no idlea there Aere going to be

any f urther develo nmcits. 1 merely
wanted to make you acquainted
with the bug---.

The professor looked ':apY
"Have there been fujthrP;,l

OPments?" hie asked, and Bevarn
nodded.

.I iedays ago," he said; speak-ing 8si, the second symptoîn
aPpeared i will¶ show yoil."

i E LEDthe way back to the
hutch natory went ta the littlehthand hifted the twisting,
struggfing rabbit to the bench
under a blaze of electric light.
The p rof essor felt the animTal
ginigerly,.

"He has no temoruure,"I he
ad looks IP(eecty normial.

What is the matter with him?"
Bevan llfted the littie beast

and held his head toward thellght. ayhn?
Doyou notice ayhn

lhe asked.
Good heaveuisl" said V7an4rBergh, "he'sbld"

Bevan n odded.bid
da 'He's been blind for fiv

d"S" hesaid.
ath3t - Van der Bergh stared

i.Ioo .. nean"

an e nt t whler, the scondary sym ptom s coim e;m hudcre lu a fortnight from to-day--'

d Pu ou hi. h d 'strhal is carthe hencli and
th abi rd nbac srokehs aswhea suddenlY

Out his nd d aak fromhim.Again lie reached
atten aain he nima mae afrantic


