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with. NVc shotîld doîîbtless have obtained long- ago

in the Scottishi Universities the treedomi %-hich xvas

onl>- ohtained, after inany struggles, two years ago.

The prejudice against womuen being adlnîîttccl

to the advantages of a University education dies but

slowly- I suppose becatise tlic main ground for de-

siring tu have snch ant ediication is se largcly mis-

understood.
Very offte oite hears the motive assigned for our

desiring to go to flie Universities being to show that

wotnen are as clever as mien, that they are able to

carry off as inany honoi-s, that they cati be as good

classical scbolars and se on. Whether these things

be truc or not, is flot for me to sav, but if that wvere

the objeét, 1 scarcel), think it wonld be worth striv-

ing for. Pray forgive lue for saving so, gentlemen.

But, ladies, is it îîot true that the reason why we

value tlic concession that wonlcn have a right to a

University training is because that tlmereby is alsu

conceded that woinen, according to their circiumu-

stances and opportunities, bave a rigbt to as thor-

ough, as real an education as nien ;that woinen

bave a defimnite life-work for wbich they inust be

prepared and disciplined as well as men are for

theirs, and that if they are not thus preparcd and

educatcd, it is not only the indîviduals that suifer

loss, but their hmîîes and their counîtry ?

But bere the objeftors to University education

for women tell uis that womnen's life-work is a differ-

ent one, and therefore that they nceed a différent

training. Be it se but nia)' we ask these objeétors

whether they cati point to any schools or colleges

where we cati go and learn the science of bouse-

keeping, thc science of inotherbood, the laws of

bealth, the knowledge of ntirsing and of physiology,

and how to draw ont the powers and faculties of the

little children. (Hear, lear.) There are înany of

of us, 1 have ne donht, wbo hope the day miay not

be far distant wvhen there inay be such places of

education. Peýrchance, Mr. Chancellor, Queen's

wvill do this for us yet. (Applause.) But iii the

mneantimne, wvhat do ive find instead of this ? A s> s-

temo wvhich provides, for the education of womnen for

their lifework, that they shaîl learn a littie Frencbi,

a little Germin, a littie inuisic, a little smnattering of

nmany acconiplishments. \Ve dori't think that that

prepares woinen in the best possible way to be

wives and inothers. We rebel against that systemn,

and it is the sy-stemn whicb bas received its death-

blow bv' the admission of women to the Unix-ersities.

I well mnderstand that for a long timre yet it will

001)' be the few womien who will go in for a Univer-

sity career, and that tbe majority of these will go

tbrougb it for the sake of a profession; yet it

must, nevertbeless, be true that the admission of

women to the universities of Canada, which bas

been gained for theni by the action of Queen's, must

bave a far wider influence than its direct effeét on

the stîîdents adinitted, for by inaking the standard

bv wvhich women's attainmuexts are judged the saine

as that of mnen, tlie wvhole attitude tow ards the cdu-
cation of girls iu flie country is changed. It is

placcd ou a more thoroughi footing ;it suggests the
advisability of training ail girls, whate ver may be

thcir station, for soine definite calling in life, and

flic uccd which cxists for xvonien as xvell as mnen to

acquire, in soute xvay or anothcr, that learning how

to learo, that dis ýipline of mind, that realization of
how vast and xvide are the fields of kniowýledge, 1mw

inaîîy sides there are to ail truths, that knowledge
of life, whichi 1 presuime, are considered of even
greater value as the resuits of a University training

than the actual knowledge gathered and learning
acquired.

Young ladies, yen cati scarcely realize with wliat

hope we older womnen, wbo bave not bad the ad-

vaîîtages wlîiclî you aie enju->ing, are looking tu-

wards you. A true woinan's life bias always, imist

always, bu a life of service and to this the womien of

our generation bave been called--service not only

in the faînily and to society but to the counîtry.
Service to hiîmanity is se full of opportunities that

we, to whomn these opportunities have cornte, feel

very k-eenily the need and the lack of that training

which you have at youir coirnnand.

There are social problems and difficulties whicli

are facing us, and which follow uis into those rela-

tions of famnily and doînestic life xvhere we cannot
shirk thein if we would ;they caninot be solved

xithout the help of woîuen---ut the belp of women

of halanced nîinds, trained to accurate thouight, ac-

curate observation, accurate j ndginent, based on
personal knowledge couplcd withi the syrnpathy

which wins confidence. Tîînie and tboughit and wvork
and self are required for this service. The caîl to

labour here is urgent, the responsibilities are v'ery
great. We are living in times when the inost sacred

questions of the family are unreservedly discussed,
and the faitb which so many of us bave been brought

tup in is being doubted, reconstroSted or réjeéted.
How cani uneducated mninds-ninds withont intel-

leétual principle or consistency, wbich flash into en-

tbusîasin or sink into panic before each new aspeét

of trutb, wbether in defence or attack- -preserve
their faitb or remodel it or help those near and dear
througli that înost lonely of struggles on the ques-

tion of questions? We cannot do it without that
balance of inid, that humanity of spirit, that sense

of the power of evidence and the weigbt of facét
which bigher education in its truest sense gives.

There is one more caîl which. is irnperativ-e to

educated, thougbtful women. Tbe chief danger in

any country lies in the lives of those whose educa-
tion bas tatigbt tbem to subordinate work to pleasure

and ease, wbo mnake conformuity to fasbion their

standard of conduct and morality. Doubtless iii


