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Temperance Question.

To the Bditor Of MASSEY'S ILLUSTRÂTE1D.

Sir, Huntsville Dec. lQth. 1889.

I received the Nov. No. of your paper asi a speci-
men copy. I think it a very good paper. My rea-
son for writing is this. On page 6 there is an article
on the comparative lcngth of life of abstainers ana
the intemperate. I think tise enclosed llppiingwill
give a different aspect of the case. It is apitythat
such misleading articles should remain uncontradiot.
ed. Of course I do net refer te your remarkcs as
they are souud.

Yours etc.
EDWARD BRAY, JR.

ARE APSTAINERS LONG-LIVED?

Abstainers and 111e assurance offices have decided
this question in the affirmative. But the present
age is nothing if flot critical, and "al[ things, both
great and small," are put again and again through
the mil of criticismi without fear and without re-
morse. To the inexperienced it seems as if itought
te be perfeotly easy te decide a point of this kind,
and te maire the evidence so plain and clear that
even opponenta shonld feel constrained to close their
mouths. But the initial difficulties of an inquiry
into the longevîty of any clam are very great, and
when the inquiry lias been made and completed, it
is Bo difficuit as to be practically impossible to get
the conclusions universally made known, much more
to get tllem universally belie ved. Questions that
are settled, and have been settled for ages among
the initiated, are constantly raised a! resh by the
ignorant, and ofteu maire ne amati stir among people
who are lîke-minded. For example, there are not
wanting evon educated men who persist ini arguing
that the earth is flat, and net spherical. The col-
lective investigation conducted with se much pains
and cost by the Britieli Medical Association, has,
among other subjects, gathered evidence on thre
relative longevity of different classes. It was stated
a short time ago that the collective investigators,
whose opportunities and labors have been almtoat
world.wide, had decided that total abstainers cein-pared unfavorably witb moderatej drinkera, and
even drunkards, with regard te iongevity. Every.
body was astonished, even the moderate drinkers
,thcmselves ; and abstainers and life assurance offices
declined te accept thre supposed conclusion. A short
time ago Dr. Owven, one of those who had been en-
gaged in the investigation, teook an opportunity of
explaining the origin of the rumeur, and aise of ex-
posing its fallacy. An idea had got abroad, said
Dr. Owen, that total abstinence was a very bad
thing, and that total abstainers had a relatively
earlier mortalîty than drunkards, This he emphat.
ically denied. The actual facts were these. The
temperate had an avera e o! 62 years of life, the in-
temperate o! 52. Tota abstainers, on thre other
hand, did not reach an average o! more than 51
years. But this was shown te, be clearly due te
this one fact, and te it only--that total abstinence
preponderates Iargely among young people, even
among children, se that ne proper comparisen can
be made on these data alone. When "all sorts and
conditions " of men and women above 40 years of
age were compared, it was found that the average
expectation of life-in other words, the average
Iongevity of abs ters-was four years in excese o!
the intemperate. The investigation aise showed
tha the earlier deatir ef the intemperate wa caused
in the majerity of cases by distinctly alcoholîc dis.
eases. There is nothing here te show whether ab-
stainers or moderato drinkers live the longer; but
the comparison between abstainers and intemperates
is absolutely conclusive and indieputable. Temper*
ance lecturers and assurance offices are proved to be
entirely in thre right.-Tlw ifositai.

Farmers' Institutes.

LIST OF MEETINGS TO BE BELD THIS MIONTH IN

ONTARIO.

The following meetings o! Farmere' Institutes
will be held during January :

I.-NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION.

Drayton (West Wellington) ................... 3rd and 41h
Tara (Norths Bruce) ................................ 71is
Chesley (Centre Bruce) ...................... Stis and 9th
Teeswatcr (Seuts Bruce)........................... 0ts
Formesa (South Bruce)............................ 111h
Wroxeter (Eait Huron) .................. .ISt sud 14tis
Meunt Foret aud Kenilworth (E net Welliugton.5tb and lotis
Gederîcis (West Huron) ........... ........ 17th sud 18ts
ileniahi (Souths Huron) ........................... 20th
Elora (Centre Wellington)............. ............ 22nd

II.-WFSTERN DIVISION.

Lucan [North Middlesex).. .......................... 71h
Perkhll (North Middlesex) ... ...................... 8th
Dorchester Station (Est Middlesex) .................. 9th
Alvinaton (Eait Lambton)..................IO0th aud Ulti
Glencos (West Middlesex).................. 131h sud 141h
Botany (Eait Kent)...............................151th
Z ýus (Enst Kfent).................................ots
Windser (Norths Essex).....................l17th aud 18tis
Amheratburg (Seutis Essex) ...............201h
Tilbury Centre (West Kent) ........................ 2I8t
Chatham (West Kent) ............................ 29nd

III.-SOIJTIERN DIVISION.

Freelten (Norths Wentwôrth)........................ 2nd
Drumbo (Norths Oxford)............... ............. 3ed
Innerklp (North Oxford)............................ 4th
Mount Elgin (South Oxferd).................. 7th sud Sth
Shsdden (West Elgin) ............................. 9ti
Waterford (Norths Norfolk).............. ... 101h sud 111h
Aylmer (Hast Elgin) ....................... 13ti aud l4th
Port Rowau (Seuths Nerf olk)........................ 151h
Simcoe (Soeuth Norfeolk)............................ 10th
Selkirk (Haldimand).......................l7th sud l8tis
Marshville (Monck)........................ 201h sud 21et

IV.-SOUTI.CENTIAL DIVISION.

St. George (Norths Brant).................... Srd sud 41h
Brantford (Souith Brant)............................ 7th
Weland (Welland)................................. Sth
Thorold (Welland).................................0 9à
St. Davld's (Lincoln) ...................... lOth and 111h
Hamilton (South Wentworth) ..................... 1t
Oakville (Halten) ..................... ... 14th sud 151h
Georgetown (Halton)................. _......... - 1th
rirampten <Peel) .......................... l7th sud 18th
Wsten (M'est Yenk).............................. 2Oti
Preston (Seuth Waterloo) ......................... 22nd

V. NORTII CENTRAL DIVISION.

Shelburne (DuS ein)............................... 3rd
Dundalk (Seuth Grey) ................. ........... 4th
Fleshorton (East Grey) ............................. 7th
Meatord (Norths Grey) ....................... 8th and Oib
Creemore (West Siincoe) ................... lo1tis sud 111h
Afliton (Seuth Simee)..........................IS1th
Elmvale (Centre Simcee) .......... ........ i6ts and loth
Aurore (Norths Yorkc).......................l7th sud 1815
Markisam (East Yerk) ............................. 0tis

VI. EAST CENTRAL DIVISION.

Uxbridgs (Norths Ontario)........................... grd
Brecisin (North Ountario) ............................. 4th
Lindsay (South Victoria)............................ 7th
Bobcaygeou (Norths Victoria) ................. 51 su ad O15
Peterbero' (Weît Peterbono')................lOtis sud 111h
Nerweod (Eut Peterboe) _................ 131h sud 1415
Warlcworti (HEst Northsumberland) .......... 15ti sud lOth
Baltimore (West Nortisumberland) ........... 1Tth sud 1815
Bowmanville (West Durham) ....................... 201h
Blaoksteok (W est Durhasm) ....................... -sI8
Oshsawa (South Ontario)............................22nd

VII. EASTERN DIVISION.

Piaton (Prince E dward) ............................. rd
Centreville (Addiugton) ............................ 71h
Inverary (Frontenac)........................S8t sud 91h
Lansdowne (Leeds)........................ 101h sud 111h
Algonquin (Grenville)...................... 131h sud l4tis
Iroquis (Dundas)..................................IStis
Lancaster (Glenganry) ............................. l6tis
South Fincis (Sterment)..........17th sud Istis
Lanark (Soulh Lanark)................ ............ 2015
Carleton (South Lanark) ............ i.............. 21ot

December.

A Summary of News for the Past Month.

2nd.-Opening et thse United States Cengrees.....
Death of Mfr. George Rogers, one ef mentreal's oldeet citizens

Srd.- News recclved that the New York HeraldVs cern.
miesioner bas met Hlenry M. Stanley in Africa.

dth.-Annual meeting of thse International Beekeeper' Asie.
ciation, opencd ln Brantford, Ont. . f.Tessier, ~
Nationallet, elected te represent Rimouski Ini thse Quobeo
Legislature.

5th.-Stanley and hie pnrty arrive at Bagansoyo, aud art .

entertained ut luncheon -it Oermas headquartere; Emin .
Pasha meets with a serions accident byv walkint out of an open
window. . . . Edward Silcott, cashier of the Sergeant-at. t
arme o! the United States Rouse of Represeittativcs absconds
to Canada, with, $72,000 cîstrusted te his cars.'

6th.-Death of Jefferson Davis, ex-President of tise Cou.
federacy, at New Orleane.

7th.-Ex-Emperor Dom Pedro And family arrive aI Liebon,
Portugal,' and are wvarsly welcemed hy the king.... '
Nationial Line Steaiship *Co's dock, New York, destroyed by
tire, loss $250,000; eiglit nien burncd te deatis and severil 0
seriouily injured. a

9th.-Death ef J. H. Rathisone, founder ef the Knighta of
Pythies, et Limia, Ohio. . . . Death of Henry E. Searle
champion oaraman of the world, et Grafton, New South Wales,
f rom typboid lever.

lOth.-Mr. Pearson elcoted Mayer cf Winnipeg.

lltb.-Judze Johuson appointed Chief Justice cf thse Supe.i
nier Court, Quebeni Province. . . . Major Boulten, coin. t
mander o! Boulton's Scouts, during the North-West rebellion,
and J. A. Loughead, Q.C., Calgary, called to tise Dominion ke
Senate.

l2tis.-Death e! Robert browning, the p et, et Venice, aged *

77. . . . The corporation ef Lorndon, England, invites tise
explorer Stanley te accept tise freedom of the city.

13th.-Great damage caused by floode In Sutter Ceunty,
California, lIns to grain crope alous estimated aI a quartet
million dollars.

14ts.--Strained relations reported between Great Britain1U
and Portugal owing to violation ef Britishs interesis in Est
Ai in. . . . Destructive tire at Port Robinson, Ont. ,loisî Z
$18,000. ei

l8th.-After seventy houri deliberation the jury in the
Cronin murder trial, Ciîcaglo, bnlng in a verdict sentenoing ý:
Burke, Couzhlin, and O'Sullivan, te isuprienineut for ]lie,-
Kunzeeto Ibres years in thse penitenfisry. sud Begezs declared il
net guulty. . Mr. Meredith, leader of thse Ontario Opposition, r
laye down his platferai at a public meeting in London, Ont.

lStis.-Jubilee celebration o! Queen'î University, Kingeton,
Ont. . . . li. Colby, the new minister, re-elected in Stan :1
stead County, Quebec, ever hie Equai Rigis epponent, bye ài
majenity ef 1045.

lOth.-Mr. Parnell banquetted et Liverpool, England, and a
chsequse fer 817,500, for tise Tenante' Dpfence Fund, presented
te hnm. .. .. The Norths Dakcota Prohibition Bill passed by
both houss, and wilI go fite force on July lut.

20th.-Residence of Commander Oninneli, Feul River, Maie.,
and thse femoîls collection ef Arcthe relics collected by bis'
historie father, deîtreyed by tire, loissabout $80,000.
Twe yonnr girls fata.aly, end eleven ailiers ieniouely burned sn
Detroit, Miais., while rehearsing aChnistmae cantata, tbreug!_*I s
tise fancy costume ef eue ef thoa cntciing tire.

22nd.-W. J. MoDonald found gullty iu the polponedcendies
cane. St. John, N.B., ith the plea nf inîanity admitted; tise
pniioner te be contined during the plea8ure e! the Crown.

.Petrolea, Ps., almost destroyed by tire, lois 8'100,000.

23rd.-Sientifie observations talcen o! lise solar ecise at
St. Paul de Loanda West Africa. ... Dcsîh ef Henry
W. Orady, the gifto Southern orator, et Atlanta, Ca

24ti.-John Ford, contracter, Gatineau Point, Ottawas whsle I
temporarily insane, murdera hie whfe aud child ese Ore te tise
bouse and periehes in thse flqmee. . . . Betrotsal ef Du ke
Erneet6unther of Schleswig-Holstein te Mand, third daugster
c.! thse Prince ef Waleo, reportsd.1

25tb.-Conflict between whîtes and blaki et Jessup, Ga.,
several lives lest

26th.-Large number o! fatal cases frein influenza reported j
In Paris, France.

27th.--Reported thaï; thse new State ef Souths Dakota 's >

threatened wlth bankruptoy. . . . The Brit.ish iquadron of
action ordered te Gibraltar, se as tu bc in readineis to move
at once te Lisbon.

28th.-The ex-Emprees of Brazil disei îuddenlv at Openis,
Portugal, f rom heart disesie. . . . Capt. O'Sisea, ex.M.P. J
fer 0-tlwav, institutes an Action for divorce againet hie wife,
nasning Mfr. Parnell, thse Irishs leader, as thse co-respondent.

29th.-Mr. Gladstone celebrates bis elghtleth birtisday.

Sth.-Mr. Owen Murphy, Liserai, electsd te represent
Qilebso West in tise Loocil Legislature. . . . Massy ases
of influenza reported iu Mentreal, Winnipeg, aud Ottawa.

3let.-Death of Rev. Dr. Patton, Preeldent e! Howsrd Uni-
versity, Washington.


