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PARIS LEYTER.
Beyond recording the English telegrams
rom the seat of war, and avowing that
all ig incomprehensible, the French express
0 opinion in the Jap-China war. True,
rance has no trade of any consequence in
the Far East, and she cannot afford to fall
out with the Celestials. However, the im-
Pression commences to crystallize, that they
are the Japanese who commenced the war,
and that their fast cruisers so sweep the
Chinese seas, that they may carry a broom
8t their mast-head, asdid once Admiral
romp in the English Channel. But if avy
of the Western Powers decide to indulge in
Protecting territories and peoples in the ex-
treme East, be assured France will be a vol-
Unteer in that philanthropic work. Every-
Where, save in Egypt, she succeeds in tram pl-
Ing on the corns of John Bull—West Africa,
the Belgian Soudan, Chantaboun, Madagas-
tar, ete., to wit. Aund why? She knows
®r 0wn mind, and is resolved to have what
the wishes, That policy ever succeeds ; it
Was the programme of Cromwell and Pal-
Merston too, Russia remains mysteriously
quiet and England indulges in masterly in-
:ctxvl.ty, while a war, of no justifiable na-
ure, ig allowed to break out, and that may
avelop the world in its flames. Be assur-
&d, that in the course of events, China will
Wake up for lost time. In the interior,
ey are British and American traders who
Suffer by the bickerings of the Yellow race.
Beyond chronicling his warm and trium-
Pha] reception in England, the French ob-
%erve something like silence respecting Em-
Peror William’s reception. In private cir-
cles the opinion is, that the friendship be-
tWefan the two countries implies preparations
8gainst possible rainy days. Every Govern-
Went ig right and at liberty to so act ; that
tOrms the basis of the ¢ understanding ” be-
tWeen France and Russia. The cold douches
4t Bismarck sdministered in his day—
With Jules Ferry especially—z0 English for-
®1gn policy, have now been replaced by the
More genial sun-baths arranged by the Em-
l‘)velr(’"- The diplomatic atmosphere every-
ere—from Morocco to Siam ; from the
i ongo to the Corea—is higly charged with
Otrigues and diamond-cut-diamond re-
ations. They will continue as long as the
oated armaments for peace will be kept
Up-to-date.
MM' Sardou has been reminded that his
of adame Sans.Gene was not the wife
Marshal Lefebvre, but Therese Fi-
ig“e“l', daughter of a corn-merchant, born
01774, and who at the age of 19, took up
8twms o defend the Girondins, against the
8cobing ; and that it was her old uncle, at
Vignon, encouraged her to volunteer. Taken
E"BOner by the army of the Convention, she
aWed the saving of her life to her very witty
es("i saucy repartees. In time she enlist-
" in a dragoon regiment, took part in the
wege of Toulon, fought in several campaigns,
shas five times wounded, and had two horses
ot under her, She saved the life of her
8eneral, In 1815, she was accorded
8 pension of 200 fr., after 22 years of
;nfl itary service, and married her playmate
school days, at the age of 44 ; they set up
oarding house ; she died at the age of 83,
Env Was interred with military honours.
a8 :"y one can recall what Voltaire ranks
i he most wonderful trait in the wmilitary
® of Jeanne d’Arc. Louise was asked,
cgw she managed to get on with her soldier
,eni.mde& who were aware of her sex ; she
e&‘ed that she always knew how to pro-
herself ; ¢ remained faithful to the
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flag of my regiment,” where 1 enlisted as
a simple dragon, and not as a dragon de
vertw.” Virginie Ghesquiere, who resembled
her brother, as one pea does another, re-
placed him as a conscript, distinguished her-
self at Wagram, and took two officers of the
English army prisoners in the Peninsular
war. She was promoted sergeant for sav-
ing the life of her colonel ; she was decorat-
ed with the Legion of Honor for bravery;
Angelique Brulon. was equally brave and
was promoted to the rank of sub-lieutenant.
Marie Schellenick was present at 17 bat-
tles ; was a sub-lieutenant, and decorated ;
she received six sabre wounds at Jemmapes,
a bullet at Austerlitz, and a cannon ball at
Jena ; she was cited in an order of the day,
for her heroism at Arcola. But the history
of France from the Revolution, is full of
such episodes. However, another class of
women followed the army, as impedimenta.
Strozzi, who commanded in Italy, ordered
800 of such camp followers to be thrown
into & river. In 1760, Marshal de Broglie
ordered the faces of the loose women to be
dyed black ; scourging, he said, was no use,
as they came back. Napoleon adopted
the plan of Marshal de Broglie towards the
battalions of * femmes inutiles,” whojoined
the army without permission. That was
his contagious disease act.

M. Charles Malo, an authoritative mili-
tary writer, asserts that of the tons of books
published, to explain Napoleon’s collapse at
Waterloo, no satisfactory explanation has
yet been given, Passing over what ordin-
ary people conclude to be the explanation,
superior skill on the part of Wellington and
better fighting on the part of his braves,
Malo seems to have hit the nail on the
head, aa to the Emperor’sill luck, when he
attributes it, not to physical degeneracy or
to mental decline, etc., but to his fall con-

" gciousness that ** the spirit of France was

opposed to his resumption of power.” Ina
word, the thanes had fallen away from him.
He had lost his grip on the nation. France
suffered from  fatigue’’ in 1815, as she did
from “ ennui ” in 1848. Competent judges
concur, that his campaiga against the allies
in 1814, to cover Paris, and his cracking up
the inevitable preparations for war, after
he violated his parole by escaping from
Elba, and thus out-lawing himself, are
among the most brilliant efforts of Napol-
eon’s genius. Whether he wished it or not,
he was bound to fight; when the allies at the
Congress of Vienna were on the point of de-
claring war between themselves,they at once
ended their squabbles, and within one hour
unanimously declared war against Napoleon.
The latter had only 128,000 men—this time
all French ; the foes nearest at hand were
the English, with their auxiliaries, 106,000
—of whom 36,000 British and the Prus-
sians, 117,000. There were also converg-
ing upon Paris, 168,000 Russians from the
Northern Rhine, 254,000 Austrians, 60,000
Piedmontese and 40,000 Neapolitans. Na-
poleon was being “ run in ;" knew he could
not possibly escape. Generals January and
February defeated Napoleon in Russia and
General Impossible in Belgium.

What a pretty compliment the sister of
Admiral Avelane pays France, and intend-
ed to kindle the embers of the Russian alli-
ance. That lady, the wife of a Russian
functionary, has come all the way from
Holy Russia to the artists’ village of Bar-
bizon, close to Fontainebleau, in order to be
confined, so that the little stranger would be
able to be doubly F rench—born on Gallic
soil and already possessing a French heart.
The Russian ladies could not confer a greater
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gervice on France thaun stocking the land
with babies and so checking the augment-
ing depopulation.

The Theatre Francaishad, during th»
Revolution, its up and downs, as startling
as the constitution itself. On the 26:h
Sapt., 1791, the King, Qaeen, their chil-
dren and Madame Elisabeth, were present at
a representation, and were frantically ap-
plauded—Louis XVI was hailed by the
“gods” as the father of his piople. Six-
teen months later His Majsty wa: beheal-
ed. Talma and Mdlle. Vestris were playing
on one occasion in Voltaire’s Brutus; this
was the conversation exchanged on the stage
sotto voce : * Talma, your arms are bare!”
«] am dressed as a Roman.” *¢ Talma, you
have no trousers!” ¢ I'm dressed as a Ro-
man.” ¢ Nasty pig!” said Vestris, asshe
gave Talma her hand, bowing to the spec-
tators and both walking away in great
anger. During a pit row, the Royalists
stood up for the dignity of the stage, which
a party wanted to degrade. Among the
former was a young man deeply pock-mark-
ed, with a flat nose, of gigantic build and
stentorian voice ; the cry was, to chuck him
out ; this, after some time, was effected.
Arrived at the guard house, he was asked
his name ; ¢ Danton,” was thereply. There
were terrible quarrels betwsen the artistes
then ; in May, 1790, the Abbé Gouttes was
presiding one day over the assembly; he
was implored to come aad make peace in
the troupe ; he requested a deputy to take
his place as president, went to the theatre—
the first one he ever entered in his life and
sat out the representation of the piece. This
would resemble a bishop replacing the Lord
Chancellor on the woolsack and quitting
the presidency of the House of Liords, toge
and occupy a seat in the pit of Drury Lane
theatre to calm a dispute between the mem-
bers of Sir Augustus’s troupe.

Is war likely to be a necessity 1 France
has so many conscripts this year that she
does not know how to utilize them ; she has
too many soldiers and the cost of feeding
and arming them is excessive. Only a
good campaign can thin ranks. Even that
solution is already crossed, since a deputy
proposes that every man of legal age ba
compelled to take out a policy of life assur-
ance —the scheme would bring in 100 mil-
lions frs. a year, a sum sufficient to build
two iron clads—and essay Turpin's 36,000
bullet-gun.
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TWO HISTORY-MAKERS.

Almost any sunny afternoon there may
be seen in the fine woods surrounding an
ancient estate, near the little German town
of Friedrichsruhe, a slightly stooped but
still massive figure, slowly pacing back and
forth with a firm martial tread, though
nearly eighty years have elapsed since that
figure was first cradled among the hills of
Magdeburg. A huge boar-hound is his
sole attendant, and from time to time the
animal, as if wishing to keep his presence
in mind, pushes his powerful head, not in-
sinuatingly, but
rugged hand of his master, and is invariably
rewarded with an approving word in Ger-
man, spoken in a deep bass—the voice of a
man accustomed to be obeyed without ques-
tion. The dog’s insistence causes the strol-
ler at last to turn partly around, and as the
sunlight falls full on the features we see
what a remarkable face itis ! Thick, over-
hanging eyebrows, bushy, straight across
the nose, whilst a heavy cropped moustache

forcefully against the -
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