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Nop spread Arachno o'er bet curious loom.
,On~ the' rim that fenceti the' santi with rock,
Sat percheti the fiend of evil. In tht' void
ýGlancing bis tail upturneti its venomous fork,
With sting like scorpion's armeti." (c. xvii.)

There is a reunarkable difference between
tht' abodis of the violent and that cf the frauti-
ulent. Tbe former are on a wide plain, tht'
latter in deep trenches, tht' deeper tronches

for the craftier. Here, toc, the boles are hewn
in rocks bard as iron, showinqg that a more
hartie etibart is needeti for frauti than for
violence, anti there are other noteworthy
differences cf this form' cf evil; there are no
fewer than ton varieties encloseti in ten
circular and concentrie tronchles.

The first is peopled by the seducers cf
womnen and panderers, wbo, as they march
.along, are scourgeti andi lasheti by horneti de-
mous. Next corne tbe latterera, who, as they
hati licked fllth, are here burieti te the' mouth
in borrid filth. In the third trench are the
.Simoniacs, the followers cf Simion Magn,-

Cwho tht' thungs cf: Goti
WVhich shouid ho wedtied unto gootiness,tbiese
Rapacicus as ye are do prostitîîtc
'For golti and silver." (c. xix.)

Tbeso sinners 4re pluiigeti lîeat foremost
into, burning Ies, their feet projecting.
Dante regardeti their puniishment with great
satisfaction.

lu the fourth trench are found soetsayers
and those wheo by uiîlawfni means souk to pre-
diet tbe future. Thîey are pui8sod by baving
their beatis twistod round, -" tîtat they are
forced to, walk backwartis. In tht' fifth arc
corrupt officiais anti publie peculators whose
punisbment is to be pluiîged ini a lake cf boil-

ing pitch. Wu have a borriti picture cf eue cf

S8auta Zita's (Lucca's) eiders (aldermen) car-

ried on the shoulders cf a black dcvii, and
,cast into the lake. In tht' sixthi trench (we
are stili in tht' 8tb circle,) are the' hypocrites
wearing bootis thtat faîl low before their eyes
and with cepes whicli are golti outsitie and
inside leati. Iu tht' seveuth are thieves, "with

serpents were their Iantis belîind thiem
bouud," (xxiv.) Iii the' eigbtb are evil coun-
-selloe, mnen who have put their talents te cvii

purpose in misieadiug othors by their ativice.
They are hitiden ini flames of fire froin wlicb
their voicea issue. The ninth centains sowers
cof sebisîn anti strif e, cbiidren cf the devil, as
the peacemakers are "lcalleti the cbildren cf
Ged."> A ieunon bows tbeir bodies asunder and
enta off their tongues and bands. uIn the' iast
trench are forgers andi coiners,liars and calum-
niaters anti impersonators cf etbers. Ceiners
are in tht' last agonies of tiropsy. Cahumnia-
tors are in burning foyer, abusing and striking
elle another.

In the ninth anti last circle, we are stil

atmoug, the frauduleuît, but cf a deeper dit'.
These are traitors, gian's in sin, as they are
represonted. Tlîey are cunfiieti in four

-chasmas. (1) In Caria are the betrayers cf rela-
tions; (2) In Antenora, traitera cf country;
<(3) In Ptolomea, decoivers under tht' formi of
kintines (4) In Guidecca, betrayera cf bons-
factors witb Lucifer in the midst. These are
inpriaoned in tht' frozen river Cocytus, iu
masses cf ict', the most terrible cf penalties,
suiteti to their colti and selfishî natures, anti

tbey regard each other with inutual rage anti
bate. Here Satan is inîprisoneti at tht' centre

,of tbe earth wedged in everlasting ice, bis
legsprotruding towards the' Soutbern Hemis-
pbere. Ht' bas three faces representing the'

tbree fornms cf sin. In each cf bis three mouths
ho champs a sinner: In tht' middle one, Judas,
ho tht' betrayer cf Christ; in tht' two others
Brutus and Cassius,the murtierersof Coesar. To
Dante tht' Eunperor was sacred ; anti Julius,
was regardeti as tht' firet. Tht' travellers bave
now reacheti the' deptb cf hell, anti return tel
tht' world on the other aide.

It will always need spiritual discernment
te imterpret tht' meaîîing cf this great poonî
yet maniy cf its lessons lHe on the' surface, anti
other and deeper cnes w'i'l yieiti thcmselves te
patient aud devout study. We sîtaîl learu
fremn it nre cf tht' reality anti vileneas cf
moral evil, be more convinced cf the' triumph
cf divinue justice. Each of the thuce parts cf
the Commedia ends with thet Stars:

IlBy tlîat biddeuî way
My guide and 1 diti enter, me retnrni
To the' fair worlti ; and hetiless cf repose
XVe clinîbeti, hie frst, I following bis stops,
Till cur view tht' beauteous ligbhts cf heaven
Dawneti through a circular opening iii the'

cave,
Thence issuing we agaiîî behield the' stars."

WILLIAM CLARK.

PARIS LEITER.

CIf ahI the' year woe playing holidays,
To sport wouhd ha as tedieus as te, work."

Tht' Russianp musut, by this, be cf Shîakos'
peare's opinlion. Wbat constitutions the' Rua-
siaîî atimnirals musat possess, fer they stand tht'
whohe brunt cf thît rocoptions andi gastronomuic
firinga. Tht' suhordinate oticers are rehieveti
by detachînents froi Toulont. Their calutains
must onvy thureu, for it is tht' iace that kilîs.
To proleng tht' festivals would justify the'
Czar in demanding ail accounit froni France
for killing hi, olcers. Tht' visitera nmust be

astounded, as are tht' impartial lookers-on.
When tht' fever calms down, tht' French will
be able te take iii ail thîcy have gone thîrough.

Tht' two îîîarked features cf tht' rejoicinga
continueti te tht' clost' te ho tht' influx cf pro-
vincias-thcy submergcti ortlîodox residents-
anti tht' intiulging in tlag decorations. Mon-
day Iaat was tht' popular fête, when tht' visit-
ors hecanît tht' guests cf Parisians ; tht' Gev-
erumont bad nothing to do with tlîat tweuty-
four heurs' rejoicings ; they wert' only guests
lke thet Muscevites. Tht' streets became tht'
abotie cf millions'; tht' weatluer was âine, anti
tue renlaiui within doors would be as unpatriotic
a to abstain from displaying sorte kinti cf
alliance bunting or Siameso ayunbol. Country
cousins titi inveat liberally in all these coloreti
anti expressive bric-hracs. Tht' carrousel, or
tournamont, was very brilliaîît anti tht'
machinery hall cf thet 1889 Exhibitionî neveu'
witueasti a more attractive spectacle. In tht'
matter cf fircworks, econoiny was undoubtedly
intinîgeti in ; why shoulti private petople' Iight

up when tht' public edifices remnaiuued dark ?
Tht' nigbht Venetiaut regatta, or rather aquecus
promenade, was a tcy affair. Tht' Trocadero
seemeti te embody a festival cf lanterns, cnly
iwas monotonous, because ahi the' paper blati-

tiers seomedti te h orange. Now, there are
tbirty John Chinamen in Paris that coulti bave
executeti tht' lantern show botter.

Tht' close cf tht' welcome was unquestion-
ably the' popular banquet; 8,600 persons-no
latiies-sat down te, a dinner very fairly serveti.
Of course there were a few bitches, but as
everyone was prepareti te make allowance for
thoese,'and gooti humer was tht' passwcrd, ahi

went off well. The best rule on thee' 0'

casions is to take what the wajters offer; ïf

you wait for the' presentation of disht8 in th,'

order chronicled on the bill of fare, YOU WL"n

miss the flowinig tide. The commencement et

the dinner ivas slow, but soon everybod5

warmed to work. The champagne Was ablil

dant, and of the CI Clicquot " brand. I r le

mny bat to the memnory of the wjdow, and if

she be hot favored te, a rapid exit ont of pur-

gatory, theologians deserve neyer to be alll«'e

to, eut one of the cork strings of bier bes t

brand. 11cr firmn presented 2, 000 botties "Il

patriotic gif t. The <)iganization of the t8bît"

was excellent:- the table of houer rail acr

the ex-Exhibition gallery of thirty înt'tre5 '

hranching front this head centre, rail tables

the whole length of the vast hall, each ds),Y

in(, a letter of the' alphabet ; thoen oerY lorIg

table ivas divided into sections of tivelve, aI
15 guests on eachi aide of a section; the' 0dd

nurubers on one side, and the even On ut
other. Hence, there was no diffiCltY i

reaching your seat. The space for a gUt'8t iç

close, but atout people had only to, ait angle«

wise to lbe comifortabie. After the cer'in0l"8

airs, selections froin Guonod's velvt'tY lsi

predominated. lu point of food supplie.;, th,

banquet did itot corne up to the miracle diOt'r

given during the 1889 Exhibition to t'

nîayors of France ; but it was the' Governniellt

who met the' dinner bill, and France is ovei

rich enough tu, pay for her glory.' To rSl

the grounds, and sec tlie tirew'orks, a few'pe

mon took a short cut across the' temPors~

kitchen. The arniy of cooks wasL a sight,

courited ten iii a comnatose state, ell '

hausted.
It has been estiînateid that betwveeill t

millions visitors arriveil in Paris daily t

nesa the fêtes. This influx was due te th

railway coicpanies starting excursioli t'rail"

early iii the' îorning froin the' provincesq a

returning at inidnighit. Ofteni a rai a. tY
minus wvas dense with arrivals, expoctil
obtain vehicles, andi the cabmien iîeVer

more civil. But people whio aie onlgO
generally of a sunny disposition. MalY

the excursionists had brought their proVisoJ

with them, and ail muis and taverns bol- fi

they philosophically sat down under the' tr"t'

of the Boulevards and enijoyed thir 1icili

On such occasions the French sas l O

people, if not in "rising " to th o c55o et
least in sitting clown to it. Bt htr . tt
genius of French ingenuity dispisys ts0lf t't
tht' dressing ont of the fête, especiallY ~et
9stroke of business " can be mâitet tu tariol'

ism. One' silk miercer had the celehrte

Blazennoy Russian cathiedral, wit a'
onion domnes andi roof celestial strings, te
ed iii a inosaic of coloreti tisaues. Ano fol
sold pocket-hautikerchiefs, cr pochette '
four sous ; at one cf the corners was diP&

the' alliance ilags, that part was te pe6iP .,ro

the pocket. There were two toy allied0»al
with armas upon one another*s shouild8ro' 4

j ointly puffing a calumet of peace. Atrw

in front cf bis shop, had a balloon, calle o
CIF.-R. Alliance ;the car had the inlevîtt

twc sailors toasting international love

guide rope was composed cf a rew cf 11051

leather purses-the sale goods hie dealt iii",s

Russian officer is presentinty a lad Yi

Cronstadt biscuît-prico and naine of o

facturer giveîl - while the lady holtis a cip~

c iravan tesl, matie fromn Mascow imfpo io.e j

Anchors are worked up into ever a j
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