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proceed without delay to probe the matter to thie bottomn.

The progress of the investigation, involviiig as it does the

good nanie and fate of a membur of the Governent and

another niember of the Coninons, and, to a certain uxteut,

the honour not only of the Goverument and Parliatueut

but of the Dominion, will bu followed with great interest

froni day to day. Meanwhiie every fair-minded man wil

bear in mind that the accused should in equity as weli as

in law bu held innocent until they have been provcid

guilty, wile uvery true-hearted one would especiaily

deplore to se the head of one who bas for s0 many years

occupied the higb position of a Minister of the Crown

covered witb dishonour in bis decining years.

T[HE rectent arrivai at Montreal of a Canadian Pacific

express train carrying the passengers of the npress

0/ India, which bad left Yokohama but fourte'-n days

beforu, was an event of more than ordinary interest and

significauce. This initial voyage of the irst fast Canadian

steanisbip on this route seenis to bave beun successful in

every respect and is f ull of promise for the future of this

great enterprise. The Emnpress o/ India ran scross the

Pacific froni Yokohama in a little more than ten days and

a-half. She made the whole voyage of 16,300 miles from

Liverpool to Vancouver and down to San Francisco in

eighty days, having touched at tweive intermediate ports.

The cvent is one of whicb aIl Canadians niay well bu prond,

onu on which the Canadian Pacifie Railway may bE

specially congratnlatud, aud one wich no doubt meani

great things for the City of Vancouver. The residents ol

that city did well to take advantage of the presence of Mr

Van H-orne on the auspicious occasion of tbe arrival of th(

Ernpress oJ India to presenit hue with a coniplimuntarj

addruss, trutbfully, we believe, affirming that Ilthe histori

of the Canadian Pacifie Railway stands withont a paralle

iu the aunaIs of railway enterprise," sud fittingly recogni2

inig that thu success achieved ibas beun very largely due t

Mr. Van llorne's high administrative ability, and to t

energetie sud self-reliant spirit wbich bue infused into ti

1irectorate. Mr. Van Horne in reply, after expressil

bis very bigh appreciation of the bonour doue hbu, pri

ceeded te indnlge in certain proguostications wbich, tboug

they are, as bu admitted, the words of an optimist, Yi

carry great weight with théni froni the fact that bis pi

dictions bave hitherto been, in a large measure, justified1

resuits. Ilame proud," said he, Il of Vancouver and hoc

upon it as certain to beconie onu of the greatest cities(

the Pacific Coast, sud second to noue, not even San Fra

cisco. It is the belief of the Directors sud myself th

Vancouver bas a sound base in the produets of Briti

Columbia. I believe, froni personal observation, that t

luineraI, resources of this Province surpass any in t

continent of Anierica, if not the world. We have also ir(

coal sud lumber, wbioh are not to be found in any Bu

quantities on any other section of the Pacifie Coast.

ouly requires faitb sud enterprise to build up on this cei

a great city, second to noue sud btter tban San Francii

in material resources." If, as is boped sud expected,1

hune of swift communication with China thus establisheé

folowed by another between Vanconver and Austra

aud also, in due tume, by a fast Atlantic liue, the rus

oannot f ail to bu of great value to Canada sud especii

to British Columbia.

RE'ERlNG to the possibilites sud hopes of establ

l>ing a great sud profitable trade in the near fni

with the teenîing myriads of the Celetiai Empire, ou

naturaiiy led to refleet upon our treatment of the Chil

wbo have come to our shores, sud the probable effe(

sncb treatment upon their home Governmeut sud pe(

Thougb it is bad enougb to have singled ont the immigr

froni this great empire for the imposition of a special

Canada bas bappily net gone so f ar as ber Repul'

neigbbour in the directiùn of barsheesesud maltreatu

The refusai of the Chinese Goverumelit to receive Ser

Blair as Minister to Pekin is a suggestive incident.

shows that the Chinese Governient sud officiais arE

only fnhhy alive to the way in wbicb their people have

treated in the United States, but that they have t

cognizance of the part played by individuai public

like Senator Blair, in arousing popular prejudice

securing spucial sud unjuet legislatioti. An influE

New York journal, tbe Chritianl Union, not only a

that the Chinese Govermfeut did exactly right in rel

to receive Senator Blair, but believes that the day ig

when theru will bu a great developnient of Cbinais

witb the world sud the world's trade with China, an(

dicts that the United States will then bu made to fe,
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long-delayed vengeance of an offended nation, and to suifer

for it through ttiat most sensitive organ, the pocket. Should

the United States bu deliberately and with set purpose

discriminated against witb regard to the immense coming

trade wiffh the Chinese nation, or should it bu resolutely

shut ont froni that trade, the Christianc Union duclares

that the nation will have recuived only its deserts, and wil

have no just cause for resentnient. This is an aspect of

the case to which Canadians would do well te take beed.

If, as is rumoured, British Columbia. representatives propose

making a vigorous effort during the current session of

Parlianient to secure a more stringent Act for the exclusion

of the Chinese they will do wull to pause and consider the

possible effects of such legisiation upon their trade relations

with China in the nuar future, and ask whether it may not

bu the wiser as wEll as the nobler course to bu juat and

forbearing.-

11R. ADAM BROWN, Canadian Commissioner to

IJaiaica, wbo reached Halifax the other day on his

ireturn> is of opinion that the f acts learned.or demon-

strated in connection with the exhibition may prove valu-

1able to Canadla, if those who are interested will but f ol-

low up the openings which have been found for trade.

First and mos,. important amongat these facts is that

Canadian flour will keep in the tropics. Mr. Brown

thinks also that a trade might bc established in Canadian

ýe cheese, butter and bacon, which articles were found

la superior to any previously used on the Island. Hie thinks

>f that an opening bas been made, too, for a good niany

r.lines of Canadian mnanuf actured goods. His reply to the

,e Empire reporter, to the alimportant question of return

'y cargous front Jamaica, is, bowever, mucb le8s encouraging

ýy than we could wish. I arn of opinion," bu said, Ilthat

elwe can take a great deal of their coffee, for instance, anc

Zif proper transportation can bc secured froni Halifax to

;o the West, quick and at reasonable rates, we can profitably

e consume large quantities of their fruits, in addition tc

bc gootîs already brought to this miarket front Jamaica.'

ag The demand for thesu articles would not, it may bu feared

ro- go very far towards counterbalaticiflg any cousiderabl(

gh trade in the uxports above nsmed, and witbout counter

,et balancing cargous profitable trade over such distances is

e of course, out of the question. We infer fromtMi

by Brown's rexnark that there is no present prospect of th

ok succtiss Of any nugotiations for reciprocal trade relation

on with Jamaica. t is to bu hoped that Canadian pr(

a-ducers will take bis advice, and test the capacity an

îat value of the Jamaica Market very thoroughly. Mý

isb Brown's report will no doubt give f uller particulars of th

h, result of bis mission. Mr. Brown bas shown himself

he very able and indefatigable commissioner, and bas wc

-on, golden opinions front thosu who bave had the best oppo

ich tunities for observing the manner in wbich hie work h

t been doue. The Island newbpapers are eloqiient in 1

)ast praise.

sco

the E had intended to refer last weekr. to ait article in t]

,is W mWnnipeg Tribune of April 24tb, controverting t

.ia, opinions expressed in a paragraph in THE WF.K touchi

;ults the reasons assigued by the Dominion Minister of Justý

aîîy for the disailowaflcu of the Manitoba Foreign Corporatic

Act. The Tribune is right, to a certain extent, in assit

ing that in our comments we were mainly guided byi

lish- Minister's interpretation of the force and meaning of1

[turc Act. We naturally assumed that, so far as the matter

ne is such interpretation was concerned, we mnight more sal

inese rely upon Sir John Tbompson's conclusions than upon

ct of resuits of our own study of the Act itself. t didY

ýple. indeed, occur to us that any serious difference of opin

ants could arise as to the meaning of an Act so short and ap

tax, rently s0 simple in its language and provisions. In

hican we were, it appears, mistakun. The meaning and eifec

ment. the Act, as uufolded by Sir John Thonipson, di1ffler wi(

,nator front the explanation givpn by the Tribune. For instai

ý.It the Tribune affirma Ilthat the period of time fixed by

.e not sixth section, witbin which lands held by companies a

,been be alienated, applies only te lande acquired through f,

aken losure or sale procuedings, or through release by mor

nimen, gors of their equity of redemption," and "b as no app

,and tien to the Hudson Bay Company, to the Canada Nc

,ential West Land Company, to the Canadian Pacific, Mani

dmits South-Western or Manitoba North-Western Railways.

using these cases no timelimit in holding lands me fixe4

8near attempted to befixed." Sir John Thonipson, on thec

trade band, says that the provision of the Act ref erre(

Ld pre- Ilwould have the effet of confiscation in respect t

3ei the 00omPanien wbicb, before the paeing of the Act, acqt

lands in Manitoba under competent legisiation and by

Dominion land patents, and involves a breach of faith by

causing a detrimental change in thc termis on which the

contracts with theee companies were nmade." Now, wbich

of these is the true interpretation of the section? Upon

the answer to this question turns one of the strongeat

objections to the Act, It must be admitted that the

Tri bune's rendering seenis to the lay mind nmor in

accord with the wording of the section. Possibîy

Sir John Thonipson does not otherwise understand it, and

means only to say that the section, by changinlg Or ui

ing the ternis upon which the companies named rn&y dis,

pose of their lands, or, which amounts to the saine thinlg,

the ternis upon which other companies, institutions
5 or cOr-

porations, purchasing or dealing in these lands maY bold

and dispose of theni, effecte a virtual confiscation of a cer-

tain part of their value, just as bie argues n 51 other place

that the sanie section would limit the freedoni of the

Government of Canada in the disposai of the lands in the

Province which are stili the property of Canada, and s0

lessen the value of those lands to the Dominion.An

this reminds us that the Tribune is unable to understand

the meaning of our remark that "las the Govrament stl'

retains a large interest in the ungranted lands of the 'Pro'

vince, it was impossible that Provincial legislatioflm adapted

to reduce very niaterially the value of those lands, Col

have been permitted." "lAll Dominion lands in the Pro-

vince, yet ungranted, says the Tribune, are f ree graflts

How could these be reduced in value?'> t hrfe

thinks there is no use in replying to our arument becauise

3 ti ob'foiIsl> based upon soute misconception. If this is

1 so the Minister of Justice is likewise the victim Of ~l

conception when bue says that "lahl unrated lands

t Manitoba are "lstili the propurty of Canada," and thbt

1 "lany legilation preýjudicially afiecting the value of th-

0 public lands in that Province . . . isC legislation directîY

Y affecting the property and interests of the peop le of Canada

0 ait large." \Ve confess in turn that we are unable t

understand the Tribune unless it assume that the I

LDominion bas no authority or right to dispose of the 11d

ýe referred to, except as free grants. But we must wSli for

r-more light as to the factai before discussing the qeto

8, f urther. As the Tribune no doubt is aware, the sympa thies

r. of THE WEK have always been with the Province in t

le struggle for Provincial rights and freedoni froni it'n

na monopolies. We freely concede the hardsip and infljUtce

.0 the people sufer in being compelled to pay, in addition to

d their own taxes, those of such a corporation as theNot

r. West Land Company, and we wish thein succes5 in every

le etfort to -ecure Legislative jurisdiction over the lands Of

a their own Province, provided that the means used 0D

on securing sucb jurisdiction involve no injustice to outide

r- corporations or breacb of faith on the part of the pInnOD

as Government.
his

Tis always easy to, mistake oither inieed knowiedg

bi, of an evil, or an increased sensitiveness to it as vl

he for an increase of the thing itself. A cynic i" '

ng recounting the instancti which have cone to light ethîe

ice a few years of licentiousness on the part of public011

O in England, plausibly infer that the moral type 0O teo

lui- British people, or at least of certain importanlt classes

the the people, was deteriorating. Such cases as those OfSi

thle Charles Dilke and Parnell,0 and now of that m'on5,te of

,r of vicions propunsities and purposes, Captain Verney, 0 n t

fly others whose naines might easily bu added, înay seerub

the nany to justify a pessimitic view of the state 0O

rot, national morals. But when we apply the two priflPoî

ion above suggested in the work of comparison, the ""ltb

Ipa- takes on a very different aspect. Notwithstandîind

this deep stain left by euch individuals upon the recrol'

t of Parliamefltay morals, it can scarcely bu doubted b .tr

dely one who will take the trouble to look back over the hl Or

ýnce, of haif a century, that the former days were vastlY '

rthe than thuse. The fact is that olfences against social Pu:t 0,

nu8t which would have been winked at, if the perp8etr 0,

:r-did not ven win a kind of admiration as a gallant, J

rt-a. three generation8 back, are now regarded with right

plica- horror and aversion, and detection is f ollowud witb 6 .j

®rth- legal penalties. The same thing iii noecoubt true 0da

toba regard to other kinds of crime, as could, indeed, l>e Ipro

.In by statistics. t is then a cause rather foi thalkf)
1 0

ýd or and hope than for discouragement that the class of cOi'

other which do more than almost any other to defile the ftlti

,d to of so-.ial and domestic happiness, are becoming so0ab

o ahi that neither wealth, nor rank, nor personal influenc 0 1

uired ability caa aviil to soreen the wrong-doer fr011


