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[t i. impossible to say what it co4t France. If the
hitherto unreckoned French agricultural loss gathered
from a careful consideration of Lavergyne's great work
(subsequently referrcd to) ho added, it wiIl be found, con-
trary ta the general belief, that the pocuniary loss to
France exceeded that of Great Britain.

To this must be adde'1 the lasges of all other nations.
If we put these at a very low estimate. at only one-third
of that of Great Britain, the grand total will amount to
thausands of millions stMr1ing.-

In strictness a large proportion of the cost of the
present excessive European armamonts must also be added
ta the above.

An Unrecoqnized Frencht Ppcuniatiry Loss.
This, I believe, has noever been alverted ta. Lavergno

was the groatest French agricultural authority of his day.
During the reign of Napoleon 111. ho published "lThe
Rural Economy of England, Scotland, and Jreland." Hie
wrote painstakingly, truthfLllly, and exactly. Hie was
one of the few who can reason truthfully upan figures. HIe
shows, pp. 72-75, that at that time, af 1er deducting 20 per
cent from English value, the average value of the production
per acre in England proper ivas exactly doublewhat it was in
France, that the chimate and soit of France, for agricultural
purposes, is, on the average, greatly suporior ta that of
England. Writing under the Napeolonie upas-tree ho
was obliged to be guarded in what ho said, yet ho showed
that the Wars of the Revolution and of the Empire, and
the general stste of insecurity and unrost existing for so
many years, had greatly hindered tbe improvement of
French agriculture. Although ho does not srongly con-
demn it, yet the compulsory subdivision of land in France
-one of the resuits of the Itevolution, and one of the
French Ropublican idols-has also greatly impeded agri-

* cultural improvement. In France there are about a
million of farinors, owning, on an average, fifteen acres each.
This makes six families seeking to get a living from anc

* hundred acres; whereas in Ontario a farmner and one
man, if industrious, will farin one hundred acres. Price8,
etc., have risen since Lavergne wrote. If we add 50 per
cent. to bis estimate of the value of the average 'French
yiold, titis wiII give _Ë2 10é?. per acre as the value of the
avorage yiold. Practically the average French small
fariner gots about one-third of the incarne of the average
Ontario farmer. Wa8 il truc statesmanship ta bring
about such a state of thingsl Think of te annual loss to
Franco that sucb a fact ineans.

According ta Lavergne, Louis X V . was a great
friend to agriculture, and, had thoe been peace and no
Revolution, it is reasonable to believe that, at the time

eo wrote, Bixty-five years after the event, France at
peace, with a botter moil and cliinate than that of England,
an indusbrious population, and intelligent land-owners -
nal driven away or murdored--would ab least have
achieved one-haîf the difference between the French and
English yield values of l8 5 4-ini other wards, 16s. Md.
par acre. This on .100,000,000 of farmed acres would
represent £83,000,000 as the annual national national
loas at tat date in ane item, caused by lte F~rench
Revol ution.

Even naw the average yield of wheat in France is only
sevenleen bushels againat twenby-eight in England.

pl&e -J)eierioraf ion qf Cluzracier.
Anather result of the Revolution was the impoverish-

ment and partial extermination of tite cultured classes,
and the bringing ta the surface of a hast of adventurers and
energetic crimnals. This was reversing nabural laws. It
takes a very long lime ta change the raugh and uncullured
int the cultured. Consider the tale tld by Goethe of
his father and the French general quartored in bis bouse
during th Se e a~:: r ' WaniÇ Hlefahe:a:zldthe
Prenchman bis view of things in very plain words.

com t grief, but Goethe's Frenchman, althougb consti-
tutionally bat tempered, passed il aver. Victor Hugo,
w hase father was anc of the aid nability, and a Frencht
general, records a scene where a Spanish lady, (in whose
hause hoe was quartered) affered him a part of the plate an
bis leaving, informing him that the French officers always
made free wibh il. Hooper, in itis IlWaterlao" (con-
sidered ta ho the beat accaunt of the baIlle), reports the
case of a Frencht general who was waunded an the field.
Hie caused an English africer wha had just been made
prisaner ta bc braught ta him titat ho, the Frenchman, mighl
kck him, ta thte great disgust af lte surraunding Frencht.

aoubticas tbis general was spawned by the Revolulian.
Such canduot would have been impassible in thte pro-
revalutionary turne, bis own comrades would !have pre-
vented it.

Again, we read inIl "Stanhopo's Anecdotes of Welling-
tan " Ibal, during the campaiga in the Pyrenees, there
was an educated Frenchman who acted as a double spy-
sometimes for Soult, sametimes for Wellington. Ho was
so useful ta bath that hoe was tolerated. Hie related ltaI,
heing one day in the campany of Soult and ather French
generals, ane of theni boldly told Soult thal ho, the
speaker, and another officer, naming bim, were lte anly
hanesl mon in the French army, and thal Soult and the
others, by their silence, admitted the fact. It could hardly
have been atherwise, cansidering that Napoleon's armies
mainiy lived by organized plunder.

Further, one of the Napiers, in bis autabiagrapy, tells
us, that long afler tbe war ho was infarmed by a French
general of haw the French tortured bbc Partugnene
pensante ta make lhemn disclase wbere they had hidden C

11 their litie stores of food. Napier gives the horrible
1 debails. Oomanches could have acted na worse.

A Afiglalcea Belief in Frencle Miiitary? Superiority.
* Thtis, as a war-breeder, bas not been thorougitly cou-

> sidered. lb is anc of te evil results of the Revolulion,
and having been painfully citallenged by the defeats dur-
in- lte Franco-Germian War, it makes for further wars, in
lte hope that fresb battles would resuit in Frencit victorios,

>and Ihus soothe lte offended vanity and seif-osteeni of the
nation.

Previaus ta I1789, the French mlitary record was about
the sanie as titat of otiter nations. Franco could boaet of
great victories. Site had also ta lament great defeats. At
Ihalturnme the French oflicers were inclined ta believe that
the Prussian army formcd in the scitool of Frederick the
Great was thte best in Europe.

During bbc Frencht Republic and lte reign of Napoleon,
as all know, te Frencht mililary record rank.-d very high,
partly owing ta lte incompçelence of opposing generals.
Whenever Napoloon was resolutely opposed-, and with a
reasgonable display of generalship, il was found titat te
French were not invincible. [lis plan, as ho states, was
always ta have superior numbers at the vital point, and ho
almost invaribly exbibited superior generalsbip. During
his witole careor the only turne, when personally apposed to
about an equal number af Prussians, that ho lriumphed
was at Ligny. It was a general's victory. Blucher having
greatly weakend bis centre, Napolean abtacked il witb al
his reserves. But il was a defeat, not a rout, as Blucher
Sbowed lwo days afterwards at Waterloo.

One consequence of these victories, distorted and
magniied by false bulletins, and by theatrical histories,
like Ibat of Thiers, bas been ta instil into the Frencht
mind a firm belief in the superiarily of te Frencht army,
especially in comparison with tbe Prussians. Twenty
years ago Englisit statosmen observed wbat deference
France required in al ber dealings witit ather nations, and
what care was neccssary ta avoid giving offence ta a super-
sensitive race of politicians and statesmen who religiously
believe in titeir imaginary superioriby. The war of 1870
dispelled that idea in te minds of outsiders, but the
French sill helieve in il. Titey are a vain people. Titey
irmly helieve Ibat thry can vanquish te Germans, not

knawing that, ahl othel conditions being alike, the saldiers
wito are lte more esolute and who show greater caalness
(witich is thte case with the Germans> will win in the
najoriby of encouinters, althougit bath may be equally
btrave.

Thtis is te grealesl danger la peace in Europe. lb
was vcry painful ta lose Alsace and part of Lorraine, but,
in addition, ta lose rilitary prestige, ta lose every habIle
but one, ta ho ignominiously beaben by foos they despisod,
rankies in the French heart, and lte nation is therefore
wishful for war ta redeomi is mlilary faine, if il can only
get a powerful ally. There is no great Frenchinan ta
point out tbe lrulh about Iheir. only passible ay-that
[lussia in 1807 robbed anc ally, and in 1878 robbed
another, wititout whose aid rUrkey would net have beon
thoroughly vanquishcd--and that sh(, would certainly
leave France in lte lurch if she could obtain any benefit
or supposed benefit thoreby. AIse ltaI sIe sa persistently
broke faiîh wibh England on the Asiatic question that ber
own ambassador officially reported taI no belief was
accorded ta ber solemu promises.

Il is idle ta suppose tat there can ho sure and perma-
nent peace unlil the Frencht belief in tbe superiariîy of
Ibeir Boldiers is dispelled ; or until lte real danger of their
position, the danger of playing wiit tire, and of a war in
which France, in the malter of allies, would lean upan a
broken reed, are clearly made known la lhem hy sam nien
in whoxn lhey have confidence.

Tbis is anc of bbe lincal cansequences of bbc Revalu-
lion, and aI the present lime il causes «Il Europe la sufl'er
from excessive armaments.

Conclusion.
Allhough anc hundred years bave clapsed, Franco is

still in a stabe of unrost; the ship af stale still drifts
Within sound af the breakers. Before maîlers finally
setîle down there will bave ta ho some great changes.

1. The regular largo annual deficits in a lime of poace
muet ho put a stop la. Hititerbo, under the Ropuhlic, no
Frencht statesmen bas hacl sufficient moral courage la
resolutely altempt Ibis. Owing ta bbe deceptive manner
of keeping the French national accounîs il is difficult la
estimabe what chose deficils average, but apparently lte 7
cxcoed £C8,000,000 per annuin.

2. A resolube stand muet also be made againsî -Deputies
raiding lte public Iroasury in tbe inleresl of their con-
stituents, and indirectly of titeiselves. Virlually il is
whalesale bribory. Owing la meusbers being paid, the
majarity are slrtugoling, self-seeking mon, and lte helief is
widely spread in France, titat many of lbem make money
by using titeir influence with the Governument.

3. Saine leading man-thte President wauld ho bbc
only proper persan-should lay a brief and plain stabe-
ment hefore te nation giving lte facts of lte case-pai nI-
ing eut lte rocks abead, lte daily increase of tbc national
indebtedness-also the sîrength of lte League cf Peace
numbering Ihree limes the population of France-and lte
uncerbainty of an alliance wilb an unprincipled despotic
power, anîaganistic net only ta Ropublicanisin, but also la
lte haro beginnings of froc govermient.

If lte President did Ibis, thon ho sbould ask for a
national vole.

1. Wbelher they were for peace and a greal reduclion
of expendibure, or

2. As at present increasing lte national indebtednes
day by day, playing witit fire, and drifting lhey know not
wbibber.

If Ibis were done, and te Frencht thus made ta under-
stand lte real trutit, instead of being kepl in ignorance,
and allowed ta drift or ho cheated into war, there is good

L reason la believe ltaI bhc greal majority would vote for
peace and relrencitîenl.

This would lay lte denion af unrest in France and
Continental Europe, and lte nations could thon safciy
reduce teir armaments. It would also ensure lte per-
manence of the Third Republic. War would probahly
terminale il. FAiRPLAY RADICAL.
J Trontol, September, 1889.

LETTER FROM ERASTUS WIlMÂX.

Ta the Edtitor of TnzI WEBK
SR,-I bave read witit very great interesî lite weekly

numbers of your paper, and desire especially la recagnize
lte intelligent and Ibougitîful discussion of questions re-
laling ta bbc future of Canada. Inasmucb as I have given
ltat mater no littho attention, I lake the liberty of enclos-
ing la you Iwo litIle pamphlets whicb yau may like la bave
in your library. The lasI ane-" Wbat is the Destin7 cf
Canada 1 Il bas been carefully amplified from lte North
American Review. I also send you a copy of tbc interview
in te Chicago Tribune, about anc haîf of wbich the Globe
reprinted. 1 wauld like la ask you ta, read Ibis witole in-
terview very albenbivcly and give me the benefit of any
crilîcisins, adverse or favourable, ta il.

I hope la bave lte pleasure of appearing befare a
Toranla audience saine lime toward bhe end of the montit,
in order ta say wItat is in my iteart ta say ta, my former
fellow citizens in relation la Ibhis great question. Mean-
lime, 1 rpmain, with mucit osteoin, truly yaurs,

ERASTUS WIAX.
31.1j Broadway, New» York, October, 11, 1889.

SONNETS ON THE SONNET.

Ta the Editor of THE WEEï{
Smat,-Tbere is a quaint translation of Lape de Vega's

sonnet an "IlTe Sonnet " given in Dodsley's Collection,
Il ransfused mbt Englisit by Mr. Rodcrick, as Stevens
pubs il, and il reads as follows:

Capricious Wr-ay a sonnet needs nmust have;
1 ne'er was se put to't before:-a sonnet!
Why, fourteen verses must bc spent upen it:
Tis good, however, to have conquer'd the firt stave.
Yet 1 shall ne'er find rhynies enough hy haif,
Said 1, and found myseif V'the nidst o' the second.
If twice four verses were but fairly reckon'd,
1 should turn back on the hardest part, and laugli.
Thus f ar, with god s.ucces, 1 think I've scribb-led.
And of the twïeseven lines have clean got o'er ten.
Courage ! another'll finish the first triplet;
Thank4 to thee, Muse, iny work begins~ to shorten
Theres thi-teen Uines got'through driblet by driblet
'Tis done. Cont how vou wilI, ]-warrant there's forirteen.

Titis is an execrable composition pecr se ; but may ha of
inleresbta lithose of your readers wbo care for the subject.

Mr. Andrcw Lang, in bis 1-Riymes à la Mode," bas
prcfixed ta, the section IlCamieos"I a fourteen lineoactosyl-
labic pooni, wbicb is evidently intended for a sonnet, and
is wcll worth consideration for ils lyricalýbeauly.

CAMEROs.

The gr-aver hy Apollo's shrine,
* Before the go;dg hall lied, waulÏ(l stand,

A. sheil or onyx in bis hand,
To copy there the face divine,
Till earnest touches, line by lins,
Rad wîbught the wonder of the land
Within a heryi's golden band,
Or on Forne fiery opal fine.
Ah!1 woubd that as sorne ancient ring
To us, on sheil or stone, dotit hring
Art's marvels perished long ago,
So I, within the sonnet's space,
The large Hellenie Unes mnight traee,
The statue in the caneo.

Yours truly,

SEPARATIE SCIIOOLS IN MANITOBtA.

Z'o lie dif or 0/ IHE WEEK -
1SiR,-Aliow me le correct an errer imb whicb bbc

Mail and seemingly mast other people in Ontario bave
fallen. Il is ual lIte fact. as is consîanîly assumed, Ibat
either Dominion or Ituperial egislalion or any amendment
of te constitution is needed ta anable bbc Legistature of
Manitoba la do away witb denominatianal religiaus beach-
ing in lte public scitools. The Manitoba Act gives the
Local Legislature fuît and exclusive power te "lmake laws
respecting education," subjecl only le a provision titat ne
sucit laws shahl prejudicially affect any rigit or privilege
enjoyed by law or practica rcspecting Ildenominational I
scitools at the lime 0/ the Union. There were ne public
scbools in Manitoba aI lte lime of the, union. There were
denaminalional scitools, bath Calholic and Protestant ;hut
ltey were ual supported by the SIabe. Many cf lhem stilI
flourisit upon the support cf lte religiaus bodies ta wbicb
tItcy respecbively belong. Titey are prolecled hy tbe
provision ahove quoled and il is nov proposed ta inlerfere
'with eni.

As la Ithe se-called separate acheols, i. e., public achools
in -wich denominational religious instruction is given aI
lte expense of lte Stabe, lhcy did ual exisl in Manitoba at
lte lime of lte union and do flot came aI ail under the pro-
vision which bas beeu erroneoualy and wiîh wandarful
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