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* QTRIKINGLY suègestive o? the way things may lie

>-done where women hold the ballot, and some hurning

question fires the blood, is the stary o? the late municipal

elections in Boston, Mass., when more than 18,000 women

marched ta the polis, defeated Mr. OBrien, the present

Mayor, wlio bad been'elected by large majorities dnring

four consecutive years, and elected Mr. Hart ta take bis

place. Mr. O'Brien was regarded as tlie candidate o? the

"ring" controlling the City Hall machine, Mr. Hart as

thie citizen's candidate. Sa far the resuit seems ta bave

been bailed by ahi citizens o? the better class, o? bath

parties, as the pledge o? a purer administration o? civic

affairs. Trutli ta tell, bowever, the real reason for the

veliemAnt action o? tlie Boston women, o? wboma not more

tlian 2,000 liad ever voted on a previaus occasion, lies

deeper than a mere matter a? civic reform. The move-

ment had iLs origin in the question o? Roman Cathohie

influence in the Public Scbools, over which ahi Boston bas

been in a furare for same ime past. That question arase,

as oqr readers will remember, in connection witb the

Roman Catboli oabjection ta tlie teachings o? a certain

Lacher andi a certain text-bool< in one o? the Public

Schools-teachings wbicb misrepresented, as, Catbolics

prateat and as fair-minded Protestants, we beieve, admit,

the Catholie doctrine o? the indulgence. The Cathohic

ïOq.ene oA.tIe ççQoi ooaciprev&i1JcI, Tbe te4ber wM

bartington, in bis speech at IRossendale, twa or three4

weeks aga, did nat, s0 far as we can discover, abject ta the1

principle itself, but dwelt on the improbability of its1

becoming law at any very near date. Even were Mr.i

Gladstone returned ta power, the Irisb Question would,

be contended, swallow up aIl others, and the electors wbo

bad been gained by Mr. ladqtone's adhesion ta the

princîple of IlOne man, one vote," would have ta put off

the realization o? their bopes until some indefinite future

after the Irish Question bad been flnally settled. On the

other hand, Sir George Trevelyan, in a speech at New-

bury, promised that wben the Liberals next came inta

power they wauld begin, nat with the Irish Question, but

by passing a law restricting every elector ta one vote.

The Spectaar observes that it bas no0 abjection ta the law,

but pertinently inquires wby it sbould lie taken for

granted that it wil bave a Radical effect wben passed,

seing that housebold suffrage bas been found, in ail the

larger canstituencies, consistent with a Conservative ma-

jarity. Tta that question we need nat enter, thougli it is

an interesting one for Enghieli politicians. It might lie-

came stili more interesting were it ta bhappen, as in the

liglit o? past events does not seem impossible, that tbe

Conservative leaders, aided by their Liberal allies, sliould,

witbout waiting Mr. G]adstoiie's opportunity, adapt the

principle and turn it ta their awn account. This might

well lie done by the authors o? the Local Goverament Bilr.

It would certainly lie bard for Tory or Liberal ta show

any good reason why the citizen wbose praperty is scat-

tergd over three or four constituencies shouid have three

or four votes, while bis neigbbour who owns an equal

amount in one locality is festricted ta a single vote.

L ORD SALISBURY'S public annauncement that lie,

personaily, is in favour o? giving women the political

franchise must bave been poitively startling ta many an

Englieli Tory of tbe aid echool. Sncb a declaration from one

vrlio is at the saine time a representative o? Enghieli aristoc-

r acy and tlie leader o? a Conservative Government seems, at

first thouglit, a phenamenon rather than a sign a? the

tifties. Wben, liowever, one recalîs the change tbat bas

been caming over Englisb public sentiment during these

hate eventful years, in regard ta woman's work and sphere;

wben lie remembers wbat women bave been doin3g in con-

neotian witb sobool boards and other public bodies, and as

members of political leagues, as personal canvassers, and

as platfarm oratars, surprise wiil give way to other

emotions, whicb will be of widoly diverse character,

acoording ta the individual standpoint and predilection.

But wliatever may lie the feelings of the representative o?

the lordiy clasa wbo bave so long monopolized the franchise,

wlietber lie' will or wi]l nat, the fair coborts are marching

on, and will evidently not stop short o? the polling bootli.

Lard Salisbury's confession of ?aith will give fresh inspira-

tion and impulse for the final attack. This mucli at least

is certain. Wben the majority o? the good and true

women of the land distinctiy and unitedly demand the

franchise there is no0 power in England or America whicb

can long witbold it from tbemn. The wedgo bas been

fairly entered in Engiand in the extension o? the suffrage

ta wornan in local affairs, granted by the new Local

Governînent Bill, and may be driven home at the first

opportunity.-

dismissed and tbe text-baok strnck off the list. Tbe

result, due largely ta the women's vote, is the replacing of

the Catbolic majority on the School Board by a Protest-

ant majarity. It is open ta the cynical objector ta say

tbat this result is the outcome of sectarian prejudice,

rather than of a dispasàionate regard ta the right and

wrong in the case. Hence lie may moralize on the danger

ta society in surrendering contral of public affairs to those

who wiil be governed by feeling rather than by reason.

As, however, the Catholic women may be trusted ta use

the ballot as well as their Protestant sisters, and as in this

case the Gatholics stili retain a proportionate representa-

tion on the Board, whule the general character of tbe civic

afficers bas been greatly improved, the abjection will

scarcely excite mucli alarm.

JF it were songlit ta characterize by a single word the

Srelations subsisting in the Imperial flouse of Oommons,

between the occupants of the treasury benches and their

followers, and the members seated upon the opposite side

of the House, it would be, we think, leniency. Through-

ont ahl sorts of obstructionary tactics, throughout the most

flagrant abuse of the usages of Parliament, throughout

every form of opposition the Government lias kept its

temper, and instead of summarily moving closure, bas lis-

tened patiently ta amendment after amendment, ta speech

after speech, bas accepted proposais, promised explanations,

supplied returas, and done everything in their power to

show that their endeavour was not simply ta continue in

power, but ta carry Bis they believed the country ta be in

need of. They might have ridden roug-h-shod over their

opponents, with a splendid majorîty always fo be counted

on, they might neyer have besitated in moving the closure,

and miglit bave carried everything before them with a high

liand. Instead of tbis, witb a very laudable desire ta

prove ta the country that tbey were perfectly wiiling ta

give their apponents fair play, they have aliowed notbing

ta disturb their equanimity. Throughout the history of

Lord Salisbury's régime are scattered evidences of this, but

one of the mast noticeable occurred quite recently, the

arrangement, namely, that Irish members against wbom

summonses bad been issued were not interfered witb dur-

ing the debates an the Irish estimates. Probably only the

ministry know how mucb trouble and annoyance a few

obstreperous Irish members can cause. It is surely evid-

ence af their long suffring wben tbey make sncb an

arrangement as tbis. The Sbeeby incident, too, over

wbicb sncb a fusa was made, was another example of leni-

ency. Mr. Sexton insisted tbat the committee should sit

Ilfortliwitb." The bouse was busy witb that very important

Asbbourne Act and Mr. W. b. Smith was doing bis best

ta hurry an ta the estimates. Nevertbeless the cammittee

sat Ilfortbwitli"- and the sitting was suspended. We

hope the country will recolleet ittie incidents of this kind

at tbe next generai elections.

N 0 Qladstonoclast-~and politiciaens in Englandniay now

stonoclasts-no Giadstonoclast wiil be surprised at any

assertion o? Mr. Giadstane's. But if it were possible for

any ta surprise bim it would be the following sentence in

a letter ta Mr. L. Dillon, publislied ini an Englisb news-

paper :-711I have always desired the settlement ol the Irish

question by the Tories . - - . and'I have made every

efflort in my power ta promate such settiement." O? ahl rich

tbings said by Mr. Gladstone (and o? late years lie bas

said a good many) this is the richest. Wby, not even the

most Conservative o? tbe Liberal. Unioniste would bave or

canld bave (Il would " and 11 could " bave, we fear, Iost

their distinctions with Mr. Gladstone) written sncb a

sentence. But it is waste o? words ta attempt ta reconcile

this many-opinioned man's words witb bis acts, Ahl that

3can be said is that, if lie thinks the IlIrish Question "

1 (whatever that may mean> can be Ilsettled"' off band by

0a Home Rule Bill, bis own party wouid be the tirst ta

Evote against it. For is nat the setiement of the Irish

9question the one tbing that Irish agitators do not want î

8Wbere then would lie their occupation-and their remun»

*eratian 1 Tbey want, certainly, an Irish Parliament. But

, wbat forI Merely as a means ta carry on agitation. It

la would be a more powerui lever than is now the Parnellite

, party in the Hanse o? Commons; that is ail. That it

ýe would mean a settlement o? the Irishi Question no one in

b is wildest moments could imagine.

As ND wbat politician on either aide o? the Hanse could

t, define wbat is meant by te &Irishi Question "J It i.a

io a network of questions.' It inludes sucb diverse pioblems

ý84qthM 9Q1 çeling withlend t4 erret M earg f reuto

with periods of distress, with paid demagogues, with in-
timidation, with local government in ail its branches, witb

the relations of the Executive with the Home Government,

with police contre], with the appointment of magistrates,

with the diversities of religion, with the influence of the

Roman Oatliolic priesthood, with the fate of Ulster, with

absenteeism, with the institution and iniprovements of

trades and manufactures, with Irelancl's relationships with

lier brethren across the Atlantic, with elementary and

secondary education-these are only a few of the probiems

included in the " Irisb Question." The seulement of

sucli a question will be not the work of one Bill or of one

Session, probably not of one Parliament or of one party ;

it wiil be the progressive work of generations of unbiassed

statesinen. What an obstacle has Mr. Gladstone alreadv

succeeded in putting in their way! It must needs be tha"G

offences come; but woe to that man by whom the oflènce

cometh !___

E VEN those wo are in the best position for forgiing a

judgment can do little more than guess whether the

story of the alleged capture of Emin Pasha and a Ilwhite

traveller " by the Madhi's forces is true or false. On

the one hand the notorious untruthfulness of Osman

Digma, the writer of the letter received at Suakin,

deprives bis personal assertion of any weigbt on its own

account. Again, the old date of the cartridges sent with

the letter as confirmation, is strongly suggestive of fraud.

There is, stiil further, the unaccountable and suspiciaus

absence of any news through other channels of a battie

between Ernin's forces and those of the Madhi, thougb

such news would have been pretty sure to travel as fast

by means of missionary despatches and otherwise, as by

the messengers to Osman Digmia. On the other hand, the

letter, recognized by General Grenfel as the original one

lie had drafted and delivered to Stanley for the Khedive,

seems, at irst tbought, almost conclusive in support of

the alleged capture. But even this is by no means abso-

lute confirmation, seeing, that there are several other ways

in which the letter might have come into the possession of

the enemy, e.g., by the capture of scouts carrying the let-

ter to Emin, the capture of Emin bimself after receiving

it, the treachery of servants, etc. If any such suppos-

ition cau be regarded as at ahl tenable, then the assu mption

that the possession of the letter had suggested the whole

sclieme as a means for securing a respite at Suakin, is far

fraim unreasonable. On the wliole tbere seems no sufficient

ground for concluding tliat tlie statements of the letter are

true, or that eitber Emnin or Stanley lias been captured,

though tliere is more reason to fear in the case of the

former than in that of tlie latter.

1N any event, the British Government is placed in a

Sin a moat trying position. It is very easy for critics

to say now that an attempt'ta conquer the Soudan would

be an attempt ta flght against Nature, and that, in view of

the impossibility of attainiflg any complete resnlt, the con-

tinued defence of Suakin is useless and illogical. But is

Egypt ta be abandoned after aIl that lias been done by

British capital, financial skill, and pluck to rescue her for

civiiizati0n and progress I Are Emin Pasha and Stanley

ta be lef t ta, the f ate of Gordon i Is British prestige ta be

rnined in the eyes of the Arabs, and of ail the barbarous

tribes of Africa 1Iif there is really no0 possibiiity of freeing

the Soudan from the despotism of the Nfadhi and bis

fanatical followers, there still may be, surely, some meaqs

of retaining wbat bas been gained in tlie more accessible

parts of Egypt. Englislimen may well shrink, perhaps,

from the thouglit of another Soudan Expedition, but it

would iil accord with iBritish tra'lition ta confess defeat at

Suakin, and hand over tbe Egyptians there t% the tender

morcies of the Arab bordes.

LHE prompt, if not very formidable, demonstration made

T by the United States against Hayti suggests that i

may be no0 safer ta, count on the magnanimity of great

Republi35, than on that of great monarchies, in their deal-

ings with, feeble States. Tbe geizure of the American

vessel by the Haytian autborities wlio are for the moment

in the ascendant is probably unlawful; at least it bas

been sa declared by the Washington Governmuent, ta wbom

bthe Haytiafls trustfully referred it. But seeing tbst 1no

1question of tlie life or freedom of American citizens is

involved, sncb precipitancy in dealing with a petty sister

republic seems, ta say the least, somewhat unkmnd. No

1 sucli hasty action, it may be safely averred, would bave

a been decided an, bad the offending State been even a

s moderately strang one. What would aur American neigli-

rqr bhp,-yp gg id kht0nglan4d lýpp ejually basty in deWft1nd,
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