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scribe the limiits of stato action.1 ThPle .govenmnent's most imi-
portant duty is that of protccting the Citizen and bis property,
and this necessitates the administration of justice in a elicap and
rational mannier. 2  Edlucation is one of the things for whiclh the
state should mnake provision, and that oui the grolind that a civil-
ized governmeîît, being better qualificd to fil educational standard s
than the mass of the people, is cap)able of offerinig thein a better
education than they would of thenmselves d ,ýnand. 3 Freedoîn
of contract implies abulity to decide one's own îniterests, and since
tl1is capacity *is absent in childrcn ani p)ermois of unsomnd id
and the like, the state quite proI)erly initerferes to protect them.
Pub~lic ebarity is a (luty wvhiclî the goveînmeuiit inust fulfil, and
lias much. more l)eneficial resuits ns a state function, if wùwely
administered, tlian those fiow ing froin private relief of indligents.- 1
His greneral inaxilils are tutifavorable to au e~tuinof state
cont.rol. ihere should bec no governîinental initerference witli free
agency, unless it is se necessary as to recoiniiend itself to the
gfenieral body of citizens as essential. Anly increase in the
functions of government is an inerease in its authority and
influence, and tis is primne facie an evil: E very freshi duty

imposed upon the governnment is a (luty imposed upon a body
alrea(iy overburdened, and the resuit is ineilicient work. Finally,
the inferior interest that characterizes govcrnmnents in the dis-
charge of their duties more than conuterbalances the increased
facilities that they have at their coininand. '' Governiment
management," in short, " is proverbially jobbing, careless and
iniiefectual."

In the haif century that lias elapsed since the appearance
of MilI's Principles, civilized states have steadily extended their
sphere of action, and thieir different niational budgets have in-
creased at a rate altogether out of proportion to their increase in
population. Thus state railway andl telegraplb systems have
been establislhed, tramways, waterworks, gasworks and public
libraries added to municipal property, sanitary living enforced,
,and an almost innumerable niumber of restrictions imposed on
the liberty of individuals. On the surface, at least, Leroy
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