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Letter from the Priest at Dawson
City.

The
NEws of last week says that the
Very Rev. J. B. René, 8.J,, Pre-
fect Apostolic of Alaska and
Superior of the Jesuits there, is
now in New York on his way to
Rome. After quoting his plan
of an agricultural settlement bet-
ween the Yokon and Kuskokwin
Rivers, the NEws continues as
follows :

Since Father René has been
in this city he has received a
letter from the Rev. William H.
Judge. 8.J., who is stationed at
Dawson. The letter is dated
Nov. 15, and therefore was two
moaths on its way. Father René
is quartered at Juneau, which is
1,000 miles from Dawson, and
is the nearest Jesuit mission
to that place. Some extracts from
the letter,which are quoted,prove
the truth of the newspaper stories
as to thedifficulty of getting food,
and the fabulous prices paid for
the necessaries of life. Father

Judge is the only priest at Daw-
" son, and his letter gives an idea

of the immense amount of work
devolving upon him. He has
built a chapel, a house and a
hospital within the last =ix
months, and alj are ander his
direct superintendence. Father
René secured some Sisters for the
hospital in Dawson, but, as Fr.
Judge’s letter shows, they were
forced to give up the journey
until spring. His letter is an
interesting one. He says:

“The first. and most important
news is, that the Sisters did not
get here, they came up on the
Alice as far as Fort Yukon, but
the water was too low for the boat
to pass, and they, with Brother
Cunningham,returned to Nulato,
as I have heard, or perhaps to
Holy Cross. In fact, I received
nothing from below except mail
matter, not even Mass wine. Bat,
thank God. I have-enough of
that, although you might doubt
of its sweetness, I think it is all

_right, as we have had the same
kindseveral years,and Mr.McKan-
non’s son tells me it is the same
as the Bishop uses in Victoria.

“I was forced to open the hos-
pital on the 20th of August, and
have had an average ot about
twenty sick persons ever since.
At first 1 took temporary help,
but when I found the Sisters
were not coming I arranged a
permanent staff of cooks, nurses
etc., and everything is working
as well ascounld be expected. All
the sick are most agreably sur-
prised to find so much comfort,
and all are loud in their praise
of the good we are doing and
the great blessing the hospital is
proving to the camp.

" “The steamer's not being able
-to get up on the last trip has left
provisions very short here. Many
have gone down the river. not
baving food for the winter, and
many are paying as much as
$100 for a‘sack of flour, and it is
hard to get it even for that. Many
also intend to go out on the ice,
but I fear some of them will
perish. 1 need not tell you how
they have been pouring in all
the summer and fall, as you see
them passing Juneau, and they
are still coming every day. We
see by the papers and letters that
the whole world is excited over
the place and that tens of thou-
sands intend coming next spring.
There is only one thing spoken
‘of here, andthat is ‘grub.” For
the last two months every one
has been trying to secure enough
of the essentials for the year, but
Many luxuries (?) which 1 ex-
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pected, in case the boats came,
will be wanting. .

“The hospital building is
finished except the doors for the
rooms, which we had no lumber
to make, but we have curtains
which do equally well, if not
better. The Sisters’ house adjoin-
ing the hospital building, is also
finished and in use. The church
is also finished. but the windows
are not made yet, nor is it lined,
but we are using it, having win-
dows covered with white muslin.
We cannot line it till spring, as
there is no stuff to be had at the
stores. My house adjoining the
church is also closed in and be-
ing used for carpenter shop,
laundry and quarters for those
working around the hospital.

“I had a slight attack of chills
a few weeks ago, but was not
laid up at all. I have not missed
Mass a single day nor been pre-
vented from attending to my
duties. There are a great many
Catholics here ; we have from 75
t0 100 at Mass every Sunday. We
have high Mass and Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament every
Sunday, and a fair number of
communions day by day during
the week. Of course 1 have to
saperintend verything about the
hospital myself, seeing that the
doctors’ orders are carried out in
regard to medicine, food, etc.
This, together with the finances
and the duties of the priesthood,
doesn’t leave much spare time.
I hope to keep everything in
orderuntii you come inthespring,
when, no doubt, the Sisters will
be un and sowme zood father will
come to help me or replace me,
as you may think best.

“Huambly recommending my-
self and my work to your holy
sacrifices and prayers, I remain
your humble servant in Christ,

“WiLniam H. Jopegs, S.J.”

Mexico’s Progress.

Two Protestant Views of Catholic
Mexico.

The New World.

An incident which occurred recently
in the Ohio State Penitentiary has given
rise to a good deal of discussion regard-
ing the present condition of Mexico in
the papers of that state, and more espe-
cially in the weekly Catholic papers.

Religious trouble is always rife in the
Ohio penitentidry. Freedom of worship
is dehied the Catholic prisoners, who
are forced to attend services conducted
by the state paid chaplain. While this
man, who is named - Winget, confined
himself to expounding the Gospel—with
what ability or effect on his compulsory
audience, we will not stop to guestion—
perhiapa he might be tolerated ; but when
he set himself to calnmniate the teach-
ings of the religion professed by some
of his hearers, he reached his jimit, and
the convicts hissed. In the face of cer-
tain punishment, they hissed and hissed
until, 88 the Columbus papern state, he
waa obliged to sit down with his sermon
unfinighed. The address in question was
delivered Dec. 19, and recounted his im-
pressions of Mexico, through which he
recently took a flying trip. Knowing that
before him were many professing the
same faith as the Mexicang, that they
were helpless to utter one word in denial
of his falsehoods and insults, the Ohio
preacher, in disregard of the common in-
stincts of & gentleman, to say nothing
of the charity that is sapposed to egpe-
cially characterize a disciple of the
Savior, and which should have restrained
bim, even if his statements had been
true,openly declared: “We visited eight
states and the degradation and supersti-
tion .we witnessed appalled us. , , ., [

teil you I was glad that I was born in

free America, and that the civilization
Iknew was of a refining and Christian
{?) character. The difference, brethren,

in the two civilizations ig that between |

Superstition and the Gospel of Jesus
Chrigt. The Mexicans know nothing
about the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Another Ohioan, Geners) Brinkerhoff,
president of the National Prison Con-
gress, and a membsr of the Ohio Board of
8tate Charities, also took 4 trip through
Mexico at the same time with Chaplain
Winget, and as a refutation of the lat-
ter's ignorant and bigoted statements.
hear what President Brinkerhoff, whose
simple word will outweigh the other’s
oath, hae to say on the Mexican, his life,
civilization and reform works:

“Mexico was a revelation to me, as in-
deed it was to the majority of our party.
We labored ander a2 wrong impression
of the country, as do also the great bulk
of the American people. What we found
was sarprigingly and interestingly uni-
que and instractive. The conditions
were entirely different from what we
had expected, and the country as a whole
at no point what had been ganerally prom-
ised. Americans regard Mexicans solely
from the peon standpoint, forgetting en-
tirely that these same peous are the na-
tive Indians and that the enterprising,
advancing, intelligent public of to-day
are the descendants of th.. early Span-
iards, who rigsked all in claiming this
wondrous country as their own.

“The peons of Mexico represent in
tueir different sections the unlettered na.
tive Indians, whom the Spanish treated
vastly diffsrent from the plan adopted by
the Eaglish. We killed our Indians, ut-
terly wiped them off ths face of the
-earth. until now we have yet among us
but a handful in comparison with the
English-speaking population of the Unit-
ed States, On the contrary,the Spaniard
protected the Indians of his country, in-
termarried with them and perpetuated
their early friendships. The result was
a bond of family and fraternal union that
will. never be broken; a bodd thal is
civilizing a savage race; thai: has engrafted
& Christian religion upon the native su-
perstitions, and whieb will finally evolve
f=om a chaog of savagenesis one of the
grandest nations on the globe.

“The new federal penitentiary at the
City of Mexico, which is to be opened
the coming spring, is the finest prison,
undoubtedly, upon American soil to-day.
In this I found one of the greatest sar-
prises of the trip. In its every appoint-
ment, principle and object, the prison is
pronouncedly in advance of anything
that we can offer to-day. It is a creation
of Diaz. The commission under whose
recommendation the prison was bailt
was appointed by the president. I have
been all over the United Siates and
western Euarope, visiting the principal
prisons of each, and, barring the St.
Petersburg prison, the new Mexican pen-
itentiary leads them all in point of mod-
ern convenience, arrangement and ob-
jects to be accomplished. The intent is
on the radiate order of advancement of
prisoners by grade until they have reach-
ed a point where parole is advisable. - If
carried out in administration and man-
agement upon the lines indicated in con-
straction, the prisen Will be, beyond all
question, supremely in advance of any-
thing in America to-day. Another but
a more elaborate and complete prigon,
much upon the same plan, is being buil
in the city of Pueblo.

“Mexico is one of the most promising
countries on the globe for industrial
investment, and in every line of :n-
dustry and commercethere is lively and
decided advancement. Cotton and wool-
en goods are being manufactured there
and in every line Mexico is increasing
her home output. Manufacturing in clay
and iron is increasing and coal has besn
found in abundance. No country has
approached it in railroad building in the
last five years. Atall points Mexico is
advancing and in no wise more than in
the matters where the government inter-
o8t is at stake. Just now work that is to
cost an aggregate of $50,000,000 is betng
done on the barbor at Vera Craz, while
at allthe seaport towns similar improve-
ment, though upon & smaller scale, is
being made. Subsidies are paid upon
each mile of railroad constructed and
development of every 8ort iz gubatantial-
ly encouraged. I am full of Mexico and
her wonderful future and I believe hon-
estly that it is the oné country for the
man who has some modest capital and
an unbridled energy.”

The State Journal of Columbus, refer-
ring to the appearance of Chaplain Win-
get in the pulpit of the penitentiary last
Sunday, says: “Rev. Winget, as usual,
was not so warmly received. The chap-
lain has succeeded most emphatically in

incurring the wrath of a liberal number
of the prisoners and they show it only

‘too often.” The Catholic Columbian of

that city demands his removal from of-
fice,a8it is an “outrage that Catho-
lics of Ohio should have to help to pay
him to preach his Gospel of Hate and of
Calamny to the prisoners of the Ohio
penitentiary.” It remains to be seen
whether the demand of the Columbian
will have any effect. For a long year,
or more, that paper weekly demanded
equal rights for the Catholic prisoners
in the state penitentiary, but without
any good resulis. No body of Catholic
men came forward to streugthen the
cause advocated by the Columbian. It
is the voice of the voter that carries
weight.

Gathering of Indians,

Ohiefs and Councillors in Conference with
Commissioner Forget

Free Press, Jan. 9,

It was a peculiar assemblage that
might have been seen in the largest
room of Indian Commissioner Forget's
department in the postoffice building
Tuesday, where a large number of
Indian chiefs and councillors gatuered
to discuss a proposition to concentrate
various scattered bands on two large
reserves. Though from a white man’s
point of view itis of minor importance
yet to those concerned it was the
momentous occasion of the year. They
had travelled miles and iuiles by rail
and other ways to meet the great rep-
resentative of the government and to
discuss very weighty matters pertain-
ing to their future welfare and that
of the tribes they represeuted. At
the head of the room sat Commission-
er Forget and Messrs. McColl and Mar-
latt, of the Indian department; Arch-
bisbop Langevin, Canon O’Meara and
Rural Dean Burman. Seated on both
sides of the room were the chiefs and
their counecillors, with looks of dignity
on their countenaces that vividly re-
called the “countcils of war” so ably
described by Cooper, Bannatyne and
others.

Migs McLean, who speaks the Indian
language fluently, acted as interpreter
and, through her, Commissioner For.
get, explained the object of the call-
ing together of the chiefs and wise-
men and explained the details of the
scheme of amalgamating the pine re-
serves, recounting the advantages that
would be derived therefrom by the In-
dians themselves. Then a chief was
called upon to speak. Making his way
to the frout, he shook hands with
Commissioner Forget, and all those sit-
ting on either side of him. He spoke
with the bearing ofa man addressing
& muititude, while nods and grunts of
approbation came from his red broth-
ers. The gist of his speech was that
they would iike to discuss the matfter
with the other Indians before giving
an opinion on the matter at all. Sev-
eral others, who followed him and went
through the same band-shaking pro-
ceas, spoke to the same effect,so that
it waa decided to let them talk the

‘matter over in the afternoon. At the

cloge the eommissioner made them each
s present of a plug of tobacco, and they
adjourned to the outside of the building,
going down the elevator, where they

were to have their pictures taken. The]

photographier did not turn up, however.

oy

INDIAN ELOQUENCE.

' Chiefs Discuss Moving to a large

Reserve.

Many favor the Plan and others oppose Xt—

Copfersnce Ended--Leave for Home
Free Press, Jan. 21.

It has been said that the Indian is a
born orator, but to the casusl observer to
attribute great language power to the
stoic being who seems to lose no oppor-
tubity of making a grunt express a
whole sentence and never talks except
as a matter of necessity i8to use the
story writer’s license. Buch an opinion
would have been dispelled had the
person been present at the Indian
conference held yesterday between
Commissoner Torget and the chiefs
and councillors of Norttiern Manitoba
Indian reserves, Speeches were made
by most of the braves pregent und al-
though many of them contained the
same ideas, they were all couched in
different language. That they were

| document to the eflect that

eloquent was plainly visible even to
those who bad to take them second
handed, that is through the interpreter.
Miss McLean, who occupied this difficalt
position, acquitted herself splendidly, as
the thoughts were not only conveyed
accurately, but with much of thier natural
elogunence. The speechmaking did not
conclude until half-past seven and the
signing of & dormment expressing the
views of those consenting to the proposals
of the depariinent occupied congiderable
time after ti:at.

Commissioner Forget opened the
debate by explaining the proposed step—
to consolidate the Indiaus now on
8cattered reserves,on two large ones to
be given at Fairford and Pine river. The
advantages to be derived were several,
for it was imponsible to give a school to
each reserve when these were so small,
nor couid farm instructors be given.
They had discussed the matter among
themselves, and he asked for their de-
cigion.

The first speaker was Mwaytway-ah-
sung, of Lake Manitoba resarve. He
would not say anything beyond what
he had come to state on behalf of his
people. They had been a long ‘ime on
their reserve. They appreciated very
much the advantages that would be de-
rived by moving and knew that the
government wanted to do what was best,
but his people had lived there for a long
time and they wanted to remain. He
wag very giad to have a chureh and
shool on the reserve and had told them |
that if they would build a church they
might have whatever portion of the
reserve they desired for its location.

Antoine Mouseau, of Sandy Bay, said
the matter had not been sprung on him.
It had been discussed on the reserve.
His people had lived there until it had
become a home to them. They had no
interest ontside of their reserve; their
home, all was there. They saw around
them all that was necessary to secure
8 livelihood. They were happy, and
their only want was for axen. They did
not want to move, When he had made
the first treaty the officer of the govern-
ment had said: “Look around and choose
where you will have your reserve.” He
had looked, and bad chosen, aud the
officer had said that as long as the sun
would shine it should be his. He asked
only to have that promise kept.

Alexander' Levasseur, of the same
place, spoke in the same way.

The next speaker faveored the acheme.
His reserve was not at all a nice place,
but yuite the reverse. Wheun he had
chosen it he had been as one walking in
the dark. He would move, on condition
that he were given a hetter place.

Ahaungekeesegoowenin, of the Crow
River reserve, favored the plan. His
children were being educated in indus-
trial schools, and he realized that things
had changed, and they needed reserves
where they could farm. Be did not
want to be put in a muskeg, nor to take
what others had cast off.

A tall and dignified representative
from Crane River said: “My fatber when
he was dying told me' never t desert
the reserve, so that: the generations
coming after me might have it.” It wag
good land, and be saw plenty to keep
them. ~He wanted the commissioner to
say then and there that they would keep
their résdrves, that he.might carry the
pews to his people.

Many others spoke, most of thetn in fa-
vor of moving, and many signed the
’ they were
willing to go.  Before any further steps
are taken the matter will be discassed ,
on the reserves. 4

’Tbe Indians leave for home at 8
o'clock this morning. Yesterday after-
noon they went to Parkin's studio and
bad their photos taken, as a memento of
theoccasion. A copy of this will be
Presented to each of the chiefs,

Home Rule.

It is not for the likes of us Saxons and
West Britons to formulate the measure
which will give effect to the aspirations
of our Irish fellow-subjects. That is thejr
task, We have tried twice and failed,
because we put the cart before the horse.
The first step totvards Home Rule for
Ireland is for the Irigh representativeg
to frame and submit the next Home
Rule Bill. We shall wait for its appear-
ance.—

W. T. Stead in

Janvary REvixw of Revizws.



