
THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

QUEEN'S HALL.

This magnifscent conceit hiall will be, ere this reaches tIse eye of the reader, formally

npened to the public. It is a malter for congratulation that we now possess (thanks to the

enterprise of Sir Huli Allan) a hall second to none in the Dominion; indced, we doubt

very much if there is anywhere on the continent a muore 'oltable or wvell-arranged music-

room, while the decorations are really elegant.
The hall contains seats for 1, 150 persons (as many as are Iikely, for years ta came, to

assemble ait 00e time), and will probably accommodate four or five hundred more in an

emergency. The design includes a semi-circular orchestra with seats for two hundred

singers ; on ordinary occasions, however, the lower tiers are removed, disclosing a large

platform, judicîously graded. The architedts, Messrs. Hutchinson &~ Steele, are to be con-

gratulated on the success of their labours, as indeeri arc aIl isho unay bave occasion eitîser to

occupy the platforni or the auditorium. The ball is leased, as mst things are now, by a

IlSyndicate," the manager being Mr. C. C. DeZouche. We bave no doubt the hall will be

steadily employed, as il supplies a large and deeply felt svant.

THSE OROAN.

The contract for this instrument bas been awarrled to Messrs. Balton &~ Sinith of Ibis

city. Mr. Bolton bas been long known in Montreal in connection witls the establishment of

Messrs. S. R. Warren & Son, wh'ile Mr. Smith, bis partner, lias for some years conducted

the business of the weil-known Smiths Organ Company of Brome. Tbese genitlemuen hsave

leased a large factury, and bave already received orders for several algans, ioicluding the

one for tbe above hall. Il ,vill be prit ii exeention imînediately, andI the Isoilders expeet to

bave it'completed in about three mionths.
The original design wva, for a four- maîsual orgaii, but il Isas been decidesi ta connect the

Solo stops witb the Ilsweil " mainual, the console to be placed on the graws flo ii front of

the platformi, the trackers and drasv-stops ruxsning underneath ta Use bacîr, whiere Use organ

is te be erected. Pneuuiatie action will ise applied lu tlîe luwer notes of Use great organ,

and atîser modern ideas, suds as s adiating pedls, assd obliquse drasvstop action, will be

adopted in tîse.consîrtîction of the instrumîenît.

Thse complete specification is t00 lengtlsy for publication, suffice il ta Say, lîowever, Ibat

the great organ will contain twelve stops, tse swell a like nuinher, the choir ruine, the solo

organ four, and thse pedal argas eigbt, makissg, svitl tbe couplets, exactly fifty stops.

Neariy aIl the stops will Il russ tlsrQpugls," sa il will be seen tbat tIse instrument will be, sa far

as size is concerned, aliead of anytbiîsg bitberto erecteui Isee. A voxA humnai is heing

specially imported from Paris for the solo orgaîs, wlîich svill le placerl ils a separate swell

box surmounting tise other ebestr., ansd wlsicb will, doubîless, jprove very effective.

THE PLANO.

We have been shewn tIse Gïaîsd W'eber piano imporîed by thse New York Pianso Ca. for

Sir Hngh Ailan, which is ta be placed ils the Oueen's Hall. It is a fine Il Concert Grand

of the newest construction, and i>- in evcry respect a first-clIasý; instrument. lIs toue is power-

fui andi sonorous, while tIse toucis is both iight andi excus. As it stili remns permanessdy is

the hal), many of ur readers will be able ta go and hear il for tlsemseives.

OUR CANADIAN VIOLINIST.

Mr. Deseve infornss us that bie bsas not abandoned the idea of making a tour sîsmougis tise

United States, andi that tise concest-party, consisting, besides bimsef of M. H. M. Smith,

Mr. W. H. Towver, ansi dises wcli-krsown artists, is ta be formed iînmediately, tise initial

concerts being already annooniced in Boston. It seems tîsat the- arrangensents svere ulèiayedl

in consequence of tise election ýxcitement.
1We are sorry ta loac Mr. Deseve, andi férd sure tisaI wlserever lie MaY go bie will reflcl

credit on Canada, and adds ta tise iucreasing reputation of Canadian musicians.

TO RONTO PIIILHARMONIC SOCIETY.

WVc hsave received tIse bandsoine prospectus of tIse above Society for tIse cursent seasun,

and record sucb information concernissg ils snovempnts as sve tisink will prove interesting ta

our readers. TIse progransme for tîsis season will comprise Smart's Bride oj' Dunkerron

>udas Afaccabens, and Scsunsann's Gié5ns Life, witls orchestral and chsorai selections. inclusi-

ing several operatie numrbers. Mr. F. IL Torrington retains Isis post as conductor, the

organist being Mr. E. P. Doward ansi tise Pianiste Miss Synuns. 'Ne noticesi amnong tIse list

of compositions alrcady performier sncb as Elhia/, 'iîantan Si. L'au?, and others wbicb bave

never yet been 1 serforîssed in Montreai, Nve hope our Phsilharmsonie will treat us ta aise of tlscm

during tise present season, as tIse repetition of Ilandel's usasterpiece is, ta Say tise least,

monotosious.

A Boy's Choir is iseing foreued in cannection witls the Cathedral ; about tbirty boys being

already enrollesi.

THE Mendelssohsn Choir re-assembles next week.

Mr. Chsarles Gould, jr., bas iseen appointedl organist of tise American Presisyterian

Churcis.

CRUEL I

At a concert recently given by a city churcis choir, the organist favoured thse audience

with a sossg, which bis friends (ratîser injndiciously, we think,) encored, thus condemning isim

te perform anotiser solo. This in itseîf svas bad enougis, but the Star reporter caps tise

climax in bis critique. Tise organist is reported ta have sung Iltwo cornie sangs, wbicb

apiused tise audience very machs.' Is this ignorance or reflned sarcasmr

tTise above ivas crowded out of last week's issue.]

OPENING 0F QUEEN'S HALL.

Owing ta want of space we are unable ta give an accounit of the Grand Opening

Concert. SuffiCe il lu say tisat il rellected great credit on the management, and proved tise

hall to be weli adapted for the purposes for wisich it wa built.

THl-E LAW OF COUNTING FIl TY MOVES.

To the C/ress Editor of thae CANADIAN SI'ECTATOss:

DEAR SiR,-My attention bas been cailed ta some correspondence in the Toronto Glo-)e
in regard ta a decision made by the Conductor of the Hamilton Cseas Club Cos-respondence
Tonrney, under thse lasv for counting fifty sauves.

Tise extraardinau y decision renderesi, andi tise suspport given ta il by tbe ( iess Erlitor af
the Globe wouid isave been inexplicable ta me buît for a reference ta Ilpreonsderassce of
force " in une of tise Editor's answers, wviicis gives me a, dise ta tise sisaîpsrelsensian raider
wbich tlsey appear ta labour. Preponderance of force, alone, fîssuishes no reason for tise
application of tise 5o move rois ; and more, the greater tise preponderance, tIse fssrtlser the

case is removesi fros lIse operation of that law, wbicb is designesi ta force a slrasv game ta
a conclusions, and udt for Use purpose af enabling a player lu escape tise resuît of blindering,
isecause mate cannot be forced in a certain speciflesi lime.

The Globe Erlitor appears to objeet ta any inference as ta tse nseaning of tise law assd ta

insist on a strict application oif tIse letter of il. I propsose ta show frosîs tIse law itself and

from tise seferences expressly made ta il in explanation of ils ssseaniisg, by tise autisos Iinsself,
that the decision uîsder discussion is perfectly unjustifiable.

The Editor's statement that prolonging tise game 5o usoves would extsnd it far beyoîsd
tise average lenglis bas no bearing on the point, even if correct. My own e.petience wauld
show tisat if ail ganses wese playesi out lu a mate thse average dusation would be a guood deai
oves fifty usoves. His assertion tbat "lthe preponderauce of force is equivalent ta the many
moves required te force a wissniug position " is nul clear in ils useaning, unless ws are ta

assume tisaI iînnediateiy une player gains an asivantage bie is 10 be bandicappedl by tise
requirement ta force a mate in fifty usoves. Nor is the temmiI "wunig piosition," wvbicis I
imagine, in tise gaisne Nviicls bas given nise tu tbis question, aise player alreariy isas, inter-
changeable with tise Il mating positions," (perbaps I ougist ta say moto,?d positioni) wliicb lie is
compeilesi ta bring about.

Tisewording of tise clause under wbiciu the ciaiîs xvas suinitted ta tise refèee cestainiy
allosvs a dlaim lu be muade aI any tusse ; but tise fact of tise dlams being permitted by tise îaw

dues nut justify tise referee ils auy dscisios lise may cîsoose ta give, andi tisis is tise soirt of idea
wbicîs tise Editoy's coissients seemn to convey.

lis a gaine ils a tosirnaîssent isot long ago playesi in Landau, tise forces at tise enduisg were
a King, Rook and Pawss againat Ring, Rock and tbree Pawns, (at Icasi, 1 believe tiiese weîe
the forces.) Mr. Blackburn, playing the weaker side, demandesi tise operatios af tise 50 move
law, but bis oppoîseul, Mr. Mason, densurresi, oni the grounsi that lie bas isot as yet exbausted ail

means of svinning. Nosv tisis case shows, tia, wisetlser a player be eîstitled ta quite su usucis
latitude as Mr. Mason ciairries or ual, the mere questions of prepunuierassce iii force is nut tise
only une.ta be consideresi. If il w-are, isow nsany games wouid be playeui witsout tisis law
beissg invosesi?

Tise law in question, (Siausstots's X IV) after specifyiîsg certain positiosand circunùtances
ta sybicîs it applies, guets ta say Il And wisenever une player considema tisat one side eau
force tise game, or tisaI iseitiser side eau wiss il, ie bas the rigist af submitting tise case ta tise
umpirs or bystanders, who shall decide wheîber il is anc for tise fifty-nsove counting." Mark
tise svordiug of Ibis clause ; il is not tisat because anc aide casa force tise gaine tisat tise iaw
appiies, (if so wbere is tise need af susbmitting il ta an tumpire ?) but ouly Ihat une player may
appeal for a decisiais as la wisetber tise position calîs for tise action of tise iaw. lu making
tisaI decision tise unspire is bounsi ta consider any axpianatian af tise meaning of the law
made by tise iaw-giver bimsif, and aclualiy aceumpanyiug il. To Ibese expiauatioss 1 ans
nosv about tu refer. In Notes and Oksemat ons wbicis uefer expressiy la tise Regulations for

playing, we finsi, on page 3!1. IlCouuling fifty msoves. A separale chapter lias been devotesi
lu tis subject svhieb cannot be duiy cunsideresi in a brief note. * * Tihe present
Englisis law lissits tise caunîing ta end games %vitb ieces oniy. But sisscc tise suie is iniended
te force drawn gantes to a coneclusion, il ougist clear y ta comprise ail instances of! t/rat natre.
** * Tise suie in tise lext extends stili fUrtiser, ins bringing any position ussder iti uperation
wisich tise umpire cunsiders lu possess tise indefluahie qualities of an endgaime."

'ihe separate cisapter commences on page 49 and cuvers uver îhreýe pages of small, prisst.
I maire a few extracts, and observations. IlTse precise circumstances usîder xvbich lise
cuuting 50 muves may be demandesi are nul easy ta describe in svords." Now if prepun-
demance of force içera une, wisat wouid bsecasier tisan lu add il ta tisose speciflesi? Il Sucis
positions are usually eitlser complicatesi with pawns wisich. excindes tbem from tise uperation
of luis iaw." '' Theme is nu duubt tisaI tome limit must be fixedsi a tisst ganses witls R assd
Kt agaist R or B3s uf lissimilar colors witls pasvns against esics otîser nsay nutl useiessiy be
continusied aIl d.ay." '''Ne noxv came ta tise defissition of what is ta e brndemîtauss by ais esid
ganse, ru- thre ;,nuh sourgit estinrate of the given rel ation offce t0 wich1 alone, t/h, s suIe jr
app/licable." I migist make sssauy usu .re exîrsiets lu tise samne effect hut confine usyseif ta une
more wvlicb of ilseif seems conclusive. '- Tite uelaionj siinrplly inteed te force a eirasec'
go/ne to a concelursjon." Page 52.

1 bsav'e reasi tise Law ansi Observations tîsereun camefully asîd nowlsere (Io I fsnd any bint
or- suggestion tisaI tise boss of a piece or- a pawn or- of a piece for uone of inferior vainc enticies
tise laser lu dlaim tise benefits of tise 50 move rusie. 1 sbouîd like la bear the argusments by
wbicb tise referce wouid sustain bis decision. X'ours truly,

New Yosk i6tls Oclobar i88o. A. P. Bù, nsci.

To t/ce. Chose liditor' CANAIIAN SPECTAIeR:

DirAR SIR,--Since uny lettes of tise 16ths istant I have sead tise Globe of tise saisse diate
witb tise Ciss ICditor's defesîce of lise position bie lias assuinesi in tise dispute on tise fsfty-
muve question. A laimer and usure feeble attempt lu bisistes usp a bilc cause 1 hasve isever
accu. After sayissg (wisat is agmeed on aI! bauds) Ibat the lasI clause of tise ruile is tise ossly
une lseaming an tise question at issue, ise proceesis tu suaIs tisai bie secs no gsouîsd for the,
assuimuption tisaI sud-ganses alone are referresi ta, because-firstly, tise fsrst section refes ta
positions tsat usay arise in tise opening or middle game (the force of Ibis exquisite piece
of logic is readiiy a pparent), and then, after denying tisat tise last clause bas tise meansng
statesi, proceesis svitb beautifutl simpbicity te quote, in tise very next paragraps, Staunton's
assertion thal tise rule is extendesi for tise express pumpose of bringiisg under ils operatiosi al

classes of end.games. Nuw, tise extension of tise mule is tisa-very "l lst clause " tise mean-
iug of wisicis ie disputes I

He may ciass as an ensi-game a position 'where msate caîs be forcesi in a reasonable
usumber of max-ca, but before be includes in tisaI caîegary a position wisere ai the sixtis usve
a player bas gained cousiderabie asivautage, hie should be requiresi lu demonstrate that mate

cau be forcesi in fifty movea. Furtiser tisan Ibis, it bas lu he renslembered tisaI tise fact of a
position beiug an ensi-game dues nut, of itsaîf, bring il under Ibis iaw.

He asks : IlIs il tua mucis ta ask tisaI tise susperior force (Queen. agaist Rt ansi all olîser
pieces and paivus on tise huard) shahl ha required lu finish lise game ins fifty moves ?" He
may nut cunsider su, but, before, a1psiying bis opinion ta a eusse tu be judiciaily decidesi, 1 re-
commensi iim ta refer tu RuIe XIX ,wbic, with singular faîaiity, ie proceeds to quate in lise
foilowing paragraps, tisaI tise umpire "1must aiways apply tise laws as hae finsis tbamu haremn
expressesi, aud neitiser assume tise power of modifying îisem nom of deviating frein tisem in
particular cases accomding ta bis owu jusigment."

If bie bil nul quotesi fromn Staunton's references ta tise uaaning of tise law 1 shosiîd
have suppused tisaI be basil udt read îbem, andi have confiued myseif ta asking bim ta do su,
but nosv I am aI a ioss ta understansi iow any ane eau agree tisaI tise baw appiies ta cases
of prepondersince of force, wiîb noa ocher reason for ils application, witis sncb words as
"tse îaw is intended ta force drawn games te a conclusion," andi tise more forcible une-
"tse regulation la sirn/'ly inîended ta force drawu gantes ta a conclusion "-staring bim in

tise face. Vours truiy,
* New York, 2 1St Oct. 1880. A. P. Barner.

NOTE.-The rst of aur columu is ussavoidably postponed.-CH. ED, CAN. Ss'EC.
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