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flot be appreciated, especiallv as yen cari hardly repeat it wvith the sanie vîmi.

Ail this is very aggravating, and the only good prrose that youing ladies cf the

Lillian type sccm to bc able te affect is to crush seine invetcrate puflistcr.

Hlaving escaped fromn Scylla vou faîl mbt the dangers of Charybdis in the

forrr of the young lady Miss Marianne. Miss 'Marianne is one w~ho prides lier-

self upon hier self-assertion and kcr nieîîtal Iîovers--she talks dida< tically lipon

every subject and teI15 yon tuit she reads Carlyle and Schopenhmauer and

Swedenborg. perhaps she is metapliysically or philosophically înclined and will

ask your opinion of thecories wilîi you neyer can and never will fatblom; and

will mention the namnes of wvorks cf which you have neyer hie.rd, and of Ille

existence of which you woiîld have remaitied in everlasting Ignorance. Often-

times you will look very wise and express an opinion at liaphazard in

complimentary blindness only te sec licr eyebrows arched in pitying disdain.

Should you venture fo pay lier a fexv ccAmpliments von will lie stoppcd with

a frown, and wvlen you ask hcr if suie is fond cf dancing, she ivili smile

deliciously as she tells yeti she likes rational amusements, snch as rcading

Smith's Wealth cf Nations or skiiming the theory of evolutioe mystîfied à 41

Herbert Spencer. She will taLce very great pains te informi yen tduit sue is îlot

as other young ladies are, and i 3deeply ashan-id of their Il frivolouls twaddie

and lackadaisical sen tia e ntalit, sue ii ai'ýo tell vou tliat she feels deeply

the reproacli wbich is thius undeservedly (ast tipot lier in ceesequence of tiieir

empty-headedness. So that after ail ycni rfforts te amus~e Miss Marianne ou01

are made te feel exceedingly sinali.
Hlowever, necither cf the abov e arc, ag ,ieat trials as ïMiss Arabella--she

is very romantic and sentimental ; thiiîking ef nothing but adrnirers. She

will dance througlî an entire eveiineg utterly rcgardless cf the propriety or cf

the tired feet cf lier partriers. ()ne good point is tîmat she certaieiy does lier

utmost te l)e agrecale -andl loving. She will agree witlî yen in ci cýryting

yen say, even slîould yen (ontradict yoîîrsel1f lialf-a-dozcri tiniies- butt sad te

say, she mnakes very few original remairks lierself. She ivili inlake a frantic

attempt on the first opportunity te tallk about flirtations, love and engagemecnts.

She is seldoi witty, and lier " clîaff " falla flat, giving you an impression tiîat

she is desirous cf yeur inaking love te lier. No matter lîoîv mueh yon feel ie

good spirits and anxions te be conversational, by the time yen have made your

sapient remarks on the iveathecr andi similarly interesting tepies, somelioîv or

other silence eîîsues, and yen puzzle yonr brains as te îvhat yen are are te say

next ; yon may, if yen are very imodest, liemediateiy jnmp te the c onclusioni

that yen are a sinipleton, and that IMiss A1rabiella knows it. Býut suie is SO

sentimental tlîat she thinks your feelings are toc depl for expressioni andîî not

a tlîought enters lier nîind as to whlether shec is stnpid or net, for fa iling te

supply you fromn turne te tinie witl i atter for conversation, Sîme will stand

îvith hier arrn ini yours as cemîilaccntly as if nie such thing as conversation existed,

while yon in yonr nîiseîy wishi yen Nverce at borne or at tlîe bottoin cf tlîc river.

Young ladies ivill say tlîat parties are stupid hecatîs younng rien dcn't

dance or talk, and perliaps it is truc. Geo, Rot/iwcl/.

THE SUNSET YEARS.

The story that the world about us and iii us lias te tell, is one cf risc and

progress and decay. And the lîistery cf thîe inaniinate world (if indeed there

be such>, togetlier wviti tlîe listery of nations and the history cf men,ail

speak in the sanie strain, flinging over the brightcst glory cf the earth a

strange, sad grace and niclanchlîoy. Fvcrywlîcîe iii life we behoid witlî

H-amlet Il the pity ont.'1 WVly aIl shouici fail and fade that once is boril, we

none of us can say ; îvc caîn but acccpt tIse inevitable. Our lieritage is the

dust, and our duty, se te live tlîat nobler dust may tlîrong thîe coming years.

In viewiîîg the individuial lite (as we may here) descending the other side

of the hili, we cannot but bc paîticularly impresscd witlî tlîat strange, sad feeling

-hat feeling for wvlich ive have ne isame ; for over tiîis portion of life the

sadness is fiung iii darker hue, Then it is that the days cf tlîe keepers cf tlîe

bouse are drawing te a close, thîe strcng men boîv thenselves, tIse grînders

cease, and tîsose xvho look ont cf tIse windows are darkened. But netwith-
standing this, most cf us have painted for ourselves ideals cf a tranquil. and
beneficent oid age, wlîicli we greatly desire te enjoy, and do reaily hope te
attain ; that is te say, an old age cf seîenity and calin joyousness, wliosc sky
is free from the clotîds cf care,-an aid age rich with the experience cf years,
kind in its sentiments te all, belping and checring ail îvith timely ivord and
advicc, and unmarred by auglit cf selfisliness or prejudice or wilfulness ;-an
old age wedded ini faucy te spending its days under bright skies and 'raid
îvaving wood, 'mid green nîeadows aiîd by lauighing streamlets, 'nid coeling
winds and bounteous harvests ;-an old age sudsi as the peet saîv w-len lie said

Thioîugh old, lie stili retained
Hiis nianly scnse, anîd energy cf mind.
X irtuous anîd Nîise lie was, but not severe
I le stili remembered Iliat lie once %vas yeulig,
His easy presence chîecket no decent jcy
Ilim even the dissolute admired, for he
A gracefut looseness N3,hen he pleased put on,
And laughing could instruet."

Anîd, trniy, wben at length one is fully reconciled te growing cld, nothing can

bc more cnchanting than the anticipation cf sncb a bearty, generous oid age.

Even te tue mind cf active, joyous yonth, there are few pictures more picasing

te the faney tlian tlîat ef tue anciet miais--tue sisows upon whose lîead have

iieitlier nsînnbed luis braie nor chilled bis beau t-retired fions tise bustlc cf life,

and siîeltered fromn its dîîst aiid licat, and spending the suinset years iewatclsing

t'le sports of youtli, aîsd lending the ligbt cf a clieering seuile te ail. Se

pleasing te tue fancy is sncb a picture, tiîat one îvcnld suppose many wonld

attcnipt te realize it, and thiat net a fèev wonld actually snccced. At first sight,

feîv tlings îvould isppear less diffiient of attainnsent ; but, alas! lere again we
behlsod tue Il pity ouî't." It is net easy-it is diffienît, as Madame de Staci lias
said, tc grow oid ,racefully.

"Vears steat
Fire froni the mind as vigour from the liib;

Andi life's eî.ehantecl cup but s;parkles near the bim."

Tliere is toe miuth strife toc nsncb struggle in life te permit rnany te grow old

gracefnlly. Like lie wlso whscn a youtls carried licavy burdens nimen bis

siiouîders, ive find curselves crciiked, far frei graceful îvbcn ycars bave passed.

A graceful. cld age !Helv can ive whese minds hav'e becîs lîeld at tigbt

tenssion al] tlirougs the ycars cf life, by the many cords of tlîe werld, attain the

graceful upriglitness wviieb a taiîstalising fancy depicts ? Ilcî cari the tîvig,

bent by tue rude bistof bars], circunîstances, inclinec as it otherwise ivonld ?

Ali lucre agaili we have tue Il pity on't " tlîat the liard struggie cf life shottld

se cften beuid auîd twiist tue peor stru agler îvho, under a liappier star ar a

less tyranecus anc. iniîglt have attaincd te the serene iseiglîts wvîere peace ansd

iuappitiess dv%'eIl.
Vieiving as ive do hoîv iii se mary instances oui carly formed hiabits and

opinions are but confirmcd, wc are led te ask bow ive shonld regard tIse courisel

and injurictions cf the aged. Ir generai the advice cf old age sincerely given,

the yonng canneo do, vroiîg lit foliowing ; but tîscre are many exceptional

instances. Il(;rcat ulsen," says somle anc iii the Book of job, Ilare not aiîvays

uvise, neîtber tic tue aged understasd. judgrnent. Days sbeuid spcak, and

multitude cf yeais slîonid tends îvisdons." But hoîv oftcn is it so ? Net very.

Hais ofteîî, ratier, does thse clear mirror of youth beceme se ciacked and

maireti as tIse years pass tlîat natigbt can be vieîved therein arighit. Flow often

tîsose wlîo hîaving see iii youtb with cicar and searclsing vision cvii and abuse

and lsyîoctisy iii tue îvorld, and having endeavoured îvitb energy and entîsusiasin

te reforni or aboisu tliat cvii, that abuse, tiîat hoiicw pietencec- huîv often, I

sa1y, have tliey ]lad tlii anis cliscked, their aspirations ciogged luy the bogs

ausd m-orasses into îvbicb tliey wsere dragged. And eveis cf tiiose wbo struggled

on in noble endeavour, witli iigi and truc initent, lscî mnny have faitcred and

trembled in nncl fear lest tlsey sheuid have journcycd toc far aîîd bave recced
foîbiddeîî groiind, andi bave tiien paiîsfuily and siowly retrnced timeir stcps te

îvhere tue coînîsion hserd lurowsed, instead cf manfniiy stiuggiing tbrouigb the

short riiiaitilng, distance tiuat led te green pastures and softiy fiowing waters.

''li Padical cf twenty-five becomnes at fifty tise bigoted chamîpion cf Use and

WVont, tise fierce eppoîlent cf uîrgenit Reforin ; the chivairic and genitie prinsce

becornes tise tyranneus and sclfisu king ; tise sweet, confiding niaiden groîvs

itîto tise lîanglîty, susjiecting danme. Varions sad reasons exîuiain ail tlîis. Tise

strong iîsduccments cf seifisis interest graduaiiy bring aboutt the change in

sorne ;the cares cf tise world, tise pinches cf poverty are very lîeavy and very

sore, and lue must lie vcry streng îvbo cals bear thein unmovcd. Tîsen, again,

the years briîîg terrers te tise aid, as night doth fears te a clîild, and thscre are

feis îvho have becîs biessed by nature witb that ehasticity of rtind anti cf body

whiclî can lîrevehît tise cicar tliougbit cf youtb frein beconsing becloudcd lsy the

triais tbat snîrotnd tise lives cf meus, îvbether those triais be cf prosperity or

advcrsiry. 'l'lie pîsysicai infirmity and iessened vigour that, alas 1follew is the

uvake cf tise years, se powcrfuily influence the opinions and action cf mankind

-se niodify tise ottook int tIse world, thsat the bright sun cf early days secins

enswatiied in cloud ; the world looks net se brighit; fears arc in the îvay; and

tise spirit, ne lonîger se bnoyant, eager, isopeful-no longer IleIaping before "

longs for cain shelter, for quiet, rest, slumber.
Thmat man, I think, is te be counted happy whe lias se lived in youthi tisat

lie usoîs iues iii age unbounid by any shackies; and just as 1 bave secîs a river

îvorking its îvay attse bcginning cf its flow througb rocky defiles aîsd tortueus

%vindings, but at lengti jeurncying onward, unimpeded in its broad majestic

course, to the psarent sca, se hsave 1 seen the ycutb manfuily buffet tise rnrroîving

dcflcctiîîg teuideticies cf hife and find bis reuvard in a rich, ripe and generous

nid age.
1 think tîsat amniig tise saddest cf ail sad words whicîs poets have îvcdded

te the tîscîse olt iage, -ire tisose îvbicbi Macbeth speaks îvhen lie says

1 bave liv'd long enoîîglî my w'ay of life
Is fallen into the sear, the yellow leaf
And thsat îvhicb shîould accoîmptany old age-

As boxiosr, love, and obedience, trocps of friends-

1 nîîîst flot look te hîave; but in their stead
(îîrseq, îîot low, but deep, maouth-honour

Which tise poor heart îvouid fain deny
But dare net,"


