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THE TAADES' “UNION CONGRESS,|

- SHEFFIELD,

THIRD DAY—WEnxgspay,
The delegates resumed  their sittings at
the Temperance Hall this morning, under
the presidency of Mr, William Rolley.

THE COMMUNICATION FROM GENEVA.

Mr. M'Donald moved :—

* That this Congress reccives with great

Plensure the oxpressions of goodwill con-
tained in tho papers read Srom  the consnl
at Geneva, wnd as n mark of tieir interest
in the weliace of their continental brother
workers, wonld advise a prudent, an intel-
ligeut, and, above all t}lings, a peacenble
continuance of their etlorts, on belialf of
the causo of Jabour, u canse on which, to a
:great extent, depends the peace and wel-
‘?are of socicty generally, and that this Con-
-gress without hesitation pledges itself that
ithe trades unionists of Eagland will, when-
wver pricticeable, give'such counsel to their
‘brother trades unionisis on- tho continent
a8 their best experience can furnish, as they
belicve the cause of labonr to Le the same
everywhere, and its success tends every-
where to & penceable and equitable adjnsi-
ment of the prosons and conflicting inter-
ests of labour and capital.”

¥Mr. Owen (Haulay), sceanded the resolu-
tion. - ’

My, Aottershead (London) maved—

“ That the question stand adjourned to
the next Congress, and that the "Congress
further insirnet its Purlianeatary Conimit-
tee to  ascertain oll information pussible
prior to the next Congress.” .

Mr. Ailen (London), scconded the ino-
tion. - He said it would be very wrong of
them to pass a resolution without making
any inquiries into the facis of the case. He
thought if ‘they ilentificd themselves by
resolution with the trades on the Contin-
ent they wonld make 2 «veat mistake. His
constituents would Lind fault with him if
he voted in favor of.the resolution.

Mr. Fredoric Harrison (London) sup-
ported the awmendment. He considered it
‘would be extremely unwise if the Congress
‘were to put themselves into anything like
formal and direct. communication with a
body of which they knew so little as they
did of this spciety. It was one of the dis-
tinguished features of the trades unionism
-of this kingdom that it applied itself strict-
ly to trade matters, and that it has never
favored any ceneral theories of social re-
generation apart from their trade organi-

:zations, and the improvement of industry

in a business-like way. Whilst he agreed
with those who thought that friendly feel-
ing ought to be extended to every body of
workers in this country and in other coun-
tries, and that a roal sonse of brotherhood}

:amongst working men. shonld grow more
:and more clenr over tho whole extent of

Western Europe, and whilst there was an
amount of friendly feoling and friendly co-
operation amongst them, he thought it
would be most unwise to step out of the at-
tribute of quiet reserwo which had been
hitherto muintained by the wunionists in

- -this country, and not to mix themselves wp

in generally ill-understood and very little
Eknown Eurcpean confederations,

Mr. Lloyd Jones observed that as con-
siderable difference of opinion prevailed he
should refrain from saying one word what-
ever by way of recommending to the Con-
gress any given conrse of action. He, how-

".ever, did not think that by the resolution
- they were committed to the men or a- pol-

icy in any part of the world. Tt simply ex-
pressed approval of their own action, advie-
ed it to be pursued in peace, and declared
that if it were they were prepared to give

-any advico they could -to help those who

weré carrying it on. He saw no dangeiin
that. It mattered not to” them who sent
it. He saw no danger in it, and he thought

- they might adopt the resolution.’

~ Mr. Mundella, M. P., said he thought the
" devision which they were about to come to
was one of some importance. Ho had réad
with a’ great deal of carethe resolution
‘which had been subwmitted by Mr. M'Don-
‘ald. . Certainly no resolution could be sub-
mitted of & more harmless character than
- the one Mr. M'Donsld had submitted.
‘While he agreed with every word of it, ‘he
was bound to say he leant to Mr. Motter-
“.head’s amendment. (Hear,dhear.)

Mr. Odger (London), said he should be
be very glad if they could co-operate with
their continental brethren upon a solid
foundation, The federation was one of a
fantasticnl character, and not ome with
which they could safoly amalgamate. He
did not think they would be justified in
taking that courso, as hundreds of thou-
sands of worltmen would refuse to santio

this arrangement. -

A show of hands was then taken. The
amendment was carried by s large major-
ity.

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT.

My, . Potter (London) said the dele-
gates who were instructed to prepaze a re-
solntion on this subject had agreed to the
following :—“That this Congross expresses
its satisfaction with the progress made dur-
ing the past year in evoking public opinion
in the country, and the great increase it the
number of members of Parliament, who
had promised to vote for the entire repeal
of the Criminal Law Amendment Aet ; xnd
that cvery delegate present pledges himzelf
to assist-in  holding public meetings, ar-
ranging demonsirations, and making sush
other cfforts are in his power to remove
this obnoxious pieee of class legislation. I§
the Act is not repealod duriag the ensuing]
session of Parliament, it shall be the dutx
of working men to eppose I cundidates at:
‘the next general afection who nphold the
Act. That the Parlinmentary Comunittee
be empowered to preas:the Gozernspent to
undertake the repeal of the Act; and in
the event of them dedlining to do so, to get
Ar. Mundella to move for its repeal on the
tirst night of the session.” ) )
Mzr. George Odger neoonded the resoln-
tionh, ’

Me., Cornish (Wigars) said ke enly way
of carrying out this resolutiom was for the
whole uf the trades now represented to be
in federation with tradss-couneils through-
out the country. If thay were to ¢arzy out
the resolution they musy be usited, and be
in entire sympathy with- the whole of the
trades now represented.

The resolution was then put, and earried
unanimeusly.

.
THE CONSPIRAGY ACT.

Mr. Broadhurst (London), nwved a re-
solution on this subject,. vvhich had been
prepared by the Standirg Orders Commit-
ce. To discuss these Asots, he said would
be a waste of time. Thsy wereall agreed
that the dct required anendwient. The
prosecutian of the Londan.gasuen, and the
Barnskey miners dispute;, some of the lead-
ers in which were now unrder notice of pro-
secution wnder this Act,were instances to
show that amendment was need. 1In this
latter instance, the malter conld have been
met by tie Oriminal Loav. Amendrpent Act,
or the Masters and Servants &ct. Tho re-
solition was—

“That the existingr Inw of cohspiracy
was vigaee in its charazier and excessive in,
its penaddics, and that it requires amend-
ment in the sense of the hill introdaced in-
to Parliawent by the Solicitce-Gareral durs
ing ®he last session ; and this Congress
pledges itself to use exsry effoxt to ensuve
an amendment of tholaw,”

Mr. Guile (Londen), seconded the ve-
solution, which was then pat and carriad.

'TBE MASTERS AMD: SERYANTS ACT,

" My. Shipton (London) moved a resolu-
tion prepared by thke:Standing Orders Com-
wmittee on this subject. Trades unionists
ho said, objected o the cruminal classes of
this Act, because thoy wero invidicas and
inflicted an injusbice on working men.
They wiited to be put on the sanw. footing
as employoers—that the penalties should bie
the same for master as for man ; in other
words, that breaghes of contraca being civil
offences, they should be met by & pecuniary
penalty instead of by imprisopment. They
intended to make it known that. they did
not mean to put up any longer’ with being
criminally punished for acivil offence., The
resolution was— .

and Servants Act, 18G7, for the fsllowing
rensons :—That the Aot does not adequato-
ly deline the offencos which it creates, that
it institutes an unusval pracedure, and that

“That tho Oongress condemns and do-!
mands the criminal clanses of the Masters'

K3
ib-uttuc]'w:s a, oriminal punishment to a
purely civil breach of agrezment.”

Mr. Bailey (Leicester) seconded the mo-
tion, and hoped working men would never
rest until they had stood equal before the
law with all uther classes of their fellow
men,

Mr. Halliday (Bolton) rose te support
the preposition. Their could be no doubt
that the working men of this country sui-
fered great hardship-in consequones. of the
criminal elanscs of the. Masters and Ser-
vants Act, it was high time the trade
anionists ef the country bestirred themsel-
ves to have these clasaes repealed. £ por-
tion of the Act was being brouglt. into
| oreration in's very urbfirary manneron a
body of merin Birminglimn. A striks and
lock-out having occured there, a nureber
of non-unionists meu were: bronght from a
distsece by the employers,. and snmmonees:
wore issued against eleven persons for con-
spiracy. It would, therefu:, be necessary
for the trades waionists of the country ‘to
keep tuemselves wide-nwake, for what ap-

other. Tho executiva of the Amalgamated:
Society of Miners'were deterrzined to fol-
low the 3ase in wlich he had alluded into:
every nuok and cosner into wlhich it could
go. (Hear, hear.) IHe pointcd out the in-
justice of'a law whizh applied o one per-
'son and rot to another. If, forinstance, a

‘chant'for $he supply of a quantiy of goods
-ata given time, and the gools were not
supplied—if the con‘ract were violaced—
the enactment had only acivil romedy ;-but
in the case of a. masier who beought the
iabeur, and the labourer who sol’dﬁig if the
Jabourer hagpened net to  fuldk l'li‘_& con-
tct, the waster could go before:the 'mag-
iztrates, and not only obtain dataages, but
imprison the servant. Thoey should: adopt
every consttutional meansin tieir. power
t® repeal those criminz! clauses..and do all
titey could Yo get candidates at the forth-
coming clection to say whether shey would
oz~would ncé vote for heir repeal;

Mr. Tayler (Peterberough)sa’d lie-repre-
sented a nunaber of agriculturais labourers
ix> the rural districts, &nd upon. them much
more tyranny was prastised by e Masters’
and Servunts-Act than by the Criminal
Law Amencment Act, or by the Conspir-
agy Laws. They wera: seldon p'ros'gcutcd
uader the lattor Acts,. but they were fre-
- qaently prosacuted wader the 2ormer. The
gantleman who constinoted that Aot were
imx many cases. themselves fymners; He
Lzmsclf had: had to dsfend lcbourers who
kad been charged undor this Sct forwhere

Bench wera farmers, they could casily im-
agine whadi sort of a2 decision theyimight
expect. ¥n the raral distmicts thpy were
Lunlike thosein large towns. Their Ynpaid
imagistrates were totally irrespopsible.
i They had full power to construe the
‘they pleased, and they cared nothinglabout

and

sive cases. In one case a member
Labeurers’ Association had engaged; him-
solf for a year, He was about:17 or 18
years of age, and one morning he wa&l most
grossly assaulted by his master. He: took
him by-the throat and shook him, knpcked
his head against a post, and then shoved
him into 2 pond.  When this occure&, the
boy went home to his mother and - father,
and he afterwards came to see him(Mr.
Taylor) who advised him to summons his
master for an assault. A summons’ was
taken out and a solicitor engaged ; buq' be-
fore the cnse came on the boy receivpd a
summons for breach of contract. The i:mg-
istrates decided that there was na asshult,
but found that the bdy had committed o
breach of contract. The boy was obljlgad
to pay damages and go back to work or
else go to prison. (Shame.) In the other
. case two young men were working fora
. farmer near to Wadsworth, They wanted
to ga to a village feast, and asked per?uis-

*

plied t3:one body of men applied to an—|

t9 20s.
cf contrxet ; and by wirtues cf the powers. ’
conferred under this. clzuse; the magis-
tratos. aseessed damages: to the amounnt of}
10, (Wame.)

two or three of the magistrates ‘on the |

sion to do 8o of the'foreman, who in that
district had the same power a8 a master,
They were employed at tho rate of 15s. o
week, and thoy went to the feast and ro-
turned the-day following. They then foursl
that two other men had been engaged in
their places, and shortly afterwszds were
summoned for breach of comtract. They
went  beforer the magistrates, and both
swore that they had obtained permission to
go away ; bub the master did not produce
the foreman mw & witness, The master’s
evidonce to the- cffect that the men had no
leave to fro away was aecepted sooner than
the evidence of the two men - beforo-the
employer of labour, who were sitting as
niagistrates. Tho wen were convicted, and
under the Masters'and Servants Act, cen-
tenced to pay a consideralbde penalty, sad
nearly £2 costs, or-else go to prison, He
(the spoaker) was there as the time, and

the men were nob allowed to leave the
court for the purpose of gesting the monew

He (Mr. Taylor) paid it for them, and if ke |

had not done so, thoy would certainly havs
beemn imprisoned.

Biz. M'Donald (&lasgow) drew specizd|:

attertion to the Oth olause of the Act, and
suggssted that an instruction should ba
giver: to the Parlinmentary Committee tor
to endieavor to obtain an aieration in it..
That elause now geae the power to the

‘magistrates to inflict a: penalky of £20, ox}

. to assess the amount of damages. He knew
merchant contracted  with arotlier mer- |

a2-man who was employed ucder a weck’s
contract and whose wages dii€ not amount
He was summoned for a breach

"The resolution wasoarried.
STUFBNDIARY versus UNPAID TAGISTRATES.

My.. Taylor (Petesboroyghy moved the
following motion :—

“ That whilst thé Congress considers:
stipendiusy are preferable to vaipaid magis-

trates, it.still thinks it desirable that whero |

proceedings are talmn for breach of con-
tract unger the Mistor and Servants Act,
cither pacty shall Rave- the sption of re-

moving the procesdings into the - civi ]

courts,”

Mr. Lovwry (Liverpool).seconded the re-|

solution. .

Mr. Pishardson (Bolton).did -not rise %o
ppose the resolution, but he looked upen
i as bemag as only a very slight step in the
sight dizection. But he did not like trust-
ting mathers of deep importance in the hands
of a lawyer. Warkingmon should havea

- better zhance of protecticg their interssts
by means of personal effoxss.

Mr. Dwen (Hanley) said the only rersedy
for the evils complained of by the prexious
speaker was the adoptiona of courts of arbi-
tration, by which means the men could be
placed on the same footing: as the masters.

Mr. Crompton (London) said, with re-
spect to the law of arbitration, where a
contract had been entered, into, there was
a power of compulsion to bring the matter
before the magistrates, and compel the
employoers to submit to arbitration.

Mr. Juggens (Darlington) thought the
less they trusted to county court legislation
tho bettor for thewn. At least his experi-
ence tanght him this,

The resvlution was put and carried, with

only two dissentients.
THE NINE HOURS BILL,

Mr. George Howell read a paper in sup-
port of the Nine Xours Bl  Having
adverted to the justice ‘of the measure and
the inability of Mr. Mundella hitherto to
carry tho bill' throngh Purlinment, the
paper went on to state that although there
was no doubt as to the equitable character
of the Bill, unless they could have the as-
sistance of the various trader organizations
thioughout the country it will be a long
time before such a measure became the law
of the land. It was, therefere to be hoped,
that the dulegates would endeavour by
every possible means to ussist in this work,
by petition to both Houses 5f Parlinment,
and also by.the deputatious to their repre-
sentatives soliciting their support for this
sanitary and hnmane measnre,

Mr. D: Guile (London) then moved .

¢ That in the opinion of the membors of-

—

the Congress, the demaud of the texile
factory workers of the United Kingdom fov
a nine hours bill for theprotection of women,
young. persons, and children, as introdeced
by Mr. Mundella, M. P,, .during the last -
session of Parlinment is based upon reason
and justice, therefore, we pledze ourselyes,.
and on returring to our several constituén-
cies to promote the advocacy of the factory
reforra in- question, by all legitimate weans.
within our power, and that the address just
read headopted, and issuod by this congress:
throngh the means of the Parliamentry
Comuittee.” .

Mr. Prior (Mauchester) secoxded the-rc-
golution, wliich was carricd.

FROFESSOR FAWCEIT AND THE NTSE HOURS
DILL.

Mr. Mottorshead (London) strosgly com-
plained o3 a letter which had appeared in
the T'imnes-from the pen of Mys, Fawcett,
condemni:yg the niae hours bill as au.injus-
tice to the women. IHewarmly contradict-
cdthis. anhe sevesly censured Mr. Tawcett -
for stating m.the Eouse of Commons hat
was utterly” groundlsss wath the rcspoct of
the bill. DMr Mettershead moved the
followinyg reselution :— ! ) .
“That thB-Congress: considers the letter
in the L'iwes, of June 8, 1873, signed
RQillicent ESarriet Fawoett, and the speech
of Professor-Fawcett in the House of Comn-
mons on the-11th Juae; on Mr. Mundella's
PFactory Acts Amendmont Bill, averring
that the mozement prooc2ded from the ire
herent jealousiés of trades unionists, origi-
nating in a desire to degrade women and
destroy theiwopporturidies of earning their

‘own livelihaed—this oongress uttenly re-.

‘pudiates sucit-an allegation, and indignantly
protests agaTast the vildieation thrown-upon
them by suc erroneonsstatoments.” .

The Vice-Brosident seconded the neso-’
‘Tution.. e

-

Mr. Lishman (Leeds)-said they had:im-
agined Mr. and Mrs. Fawcett wero good
friends of lie workingr men, but on: this
question, &t all'eventa, they had dope their
best to oppese them. He warmly denied
the theory that the Nine Hours Bil was
designed o.prejudice the interests. of the
women, .

Mr. Towaley (Manchester) vigorously
‘denied » statement made by Mr. Hagh
Mason, tlle president of the Marnchester
Chamber-af Commerze, to the cffect that
‘at the lass Ebngress ub Leeds, they logislated
for theniselves, and not for the wewmen and
children..

Mr. Mandella said the question was one
in which he took the ntmost interest, be-
cause hedelt positive that he was right in
his actisn. concerming it, (Cheers.) Hpo
vory nvech regretted that two such old
friends of his as Mr. and Mrs, Fawcett .
should tomo under the lash at this Congress,
but he would say this, that he cowld not
help honouring Mr. Fawcett, for always
standing up for what he believed to be right
in spite-of allopposition. He(Mr. Mundella)
took wp this question from the fact that he
had had an intimate knowledse of factory
working from his childhood. Mr, and Mr-3
Faweett, he believed, opposed this Bill in
vtter ignorance of practicnl results.

Mr. Lloyd Jones (»f London) also spoke
in favonr of the Bill ; after which Mr.
Mottershead’s resolution was carried, withs
out digsent, and with loud cheers.

FOURTH DAY —Tuunspay. »
" This morning the delegates were enter-
tained at breskfast, at the Vietoria Hotel,
by the principal smployers of Iabour in the
town ; the mayor, J. Hallam. Esq , presided.

The chairman, inopening the proceedings,
heartily welcomed the Qongress to the town,
and counselled modoration on the part of

ho delegates.

The Master Cutler, after referring to<the--
great interest which the Sheftield cmployers
tookin their workmen, and tho result of the
doliberations of the Congress would ba that.
the whole qnestion of capital and labour
would become beiter understood, and
masters and men would thereby be enabled.
to work more amicably togothor. He ex~
preaged his gratification that rattening had
bocome extinct, and said if any rat-trapa
were needed in" eny othor parts. of::
country they could be had cheap. ;‘: -
ter.) . 3

Mr, Briggs (Brazilian consul), as: o
employer of libor, aldvised and begged.

-
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