
ccl doar just as bis fatal shot rang out.
She ha 'dl seen the blow struck by the clead
rancher; baci seen the duli red flushi
spreacl over the gambler's face and the
dlangeraus gleani flash ini his cold eyes as
lie reacbied for his weapon; had seen his
nervous fingers turn loase the message of
deatlî which lay witbin the shiîîing barrel
anci liaci seen Rawlins fail limply for-
w'ard to *the floor. She had seen, too,
the face of thue man slie loved with al
lier virgin strength grow tense with
f car when hie realized liow true bis aiin
liaci been and lier woman' s nîind worked
quickly, seeking an avenue of escape
fronu the fate she kniew woulcl be meteci
out ta hlmi if caugbit red-hanclec.

WhVen the ganubler backed away fronu
lis gruesome work and edged quickly
arotund the crowd the cloor to the hall-
way haci suggested to him the shortest
w ,ay froml the bouse andcibe lîad taken it
unhesitatingly. ThEe collision iii the clark
1rought forth a startleci curse Whichi was
husieci on bis lips by a whisperecl
"Ralpli, this way," in a voice lie knew
ýN'ell. Therese, without more words, led
hîmii ly a rear cloor out into the stili nigbit
anid then straicrht upthe hill behincith
taovn. On up to the edge of tlue range
she went without a stop, lier lithe young
Iinîibs setting a bard pace for the un-
nerved man behind who gaspeci painfully
at every step.

Wlien she rcachcd a tlîick clumip of
sage bruslî, welI out of sight f rom the
trail below, she bacle the fugitive lie
id(clcni closely tili lier return andi without

further worcls picked lier way over a
niew route down the hillsîcle ancd reaclîcc
thie liause unseen.

Her wonman's intention guideci lier
cver-Y i-ove. Shie knew that the search
w'oulcl îot spread beyoncl the town until
after daybreak just as wTell as slîc knew
tlîat the vengeful pack would prepare ta,
dIraw cvery tràil as soon as tlic first
purpie streak of clawn liglîtenecl the east-
crui skv.

Therese wastecl no tile iii puttintg a
liastily-fornîecl plan into execution and
"'hile waiting for thîe exciternent to cquiet
(bown she ransacked the larder for food,
filled a generous flask and packed al
seeurely in a bundie flot so large. as ta
be uioticeal)le in the dark.

One by one theý crowd drifted back ta
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tfli bose, ''lîen it wvas realized hiow use-
less if wvas ta continue the searcli at
night. Thîe bar \vas sooîi filleci witlî
grouips of exciteci nuen,' discussincr thîe
tragacly andi planîning tic cliase for tbe
iorrow.

Tue girl wvaitecl tntil shie wvas sure that
even the nîiost persistent lîac given up
the quest andi tiien stole quietly acrôss
ta, the stables where, wvitlî the cleft liancis
of a chilcl of the ranges, she quickly
sadclled lier own pony and loosened a
hiorse wbich stoocl tieci at tlue corraîl wvait-
ing for sanie cowpuîîcher wlio wvas
do0ubtless iii tlîe crowvdecl bar. Slhe led
bath liorses slowly tluroughi the slîadow
near the river uintil she wvas well away
froinu the hiotel, tlîeuî, mouiting the littie
l)ilto andl leacling thîe other, sbe struck
up tie luihi by a trail wbich slie kniew
would bring lier close ta the cluitîîp of
sage bruslî wbiere Cousins awaitecl lier
cani ng.

Thiaugli the faint liglut fronui tlîe star-
pierceci sky gave lier. little lielp) anci the
trail was b;arcly woril tbrouglî the close-
crappecl buncli grass, slîe rode as ane
whlo knew every foot of lier way, andl
even by the rouindabout route sbie pur-
poselv followed soon reaclied a point
wluere the ouglît-for thiicket loonieci
white upon tue dark huie of the range.

Fasteiinig tue stralîge horse ta a licar-
by plie ancd thîrowinig the reinis aver tbe
Iiead of lier well-broken cayuse.. stie
wvalkcd ta the spot w'here Cousins lay
hiddeiî. 1-er Ileart stoppeci for a nlia-
ment wbien slie founld liim lyinig pi-one
witlb white-set falce uipturiîed ta the sky
anci ail unlîeedinig lier approaclb. Stoop-
ing aver lhîîm she realized thiat lie xvas
in a swaon, frin whliclî slîe biad diffi-
culty iii arausilng hiiui, and( w*lhil thîreat-
euied ta return befare thîey reaclîec tie
liorses. Oiîce tiiere, a stiff pull froii tlîe
flask suie haci the tboughtfulness ta in-
clude in the buîîchle tiecl ta lier sacldle,
pt life ilita the mian, and tlîe twa were
saoon uuîotntcd and speeching off tlîrouglî
thîe niglît.

Tlherese knew the trails as a town-
brecl womian knows the streets, but slie
took pains ta avoici every semblance of
onc giving tlieni ail as wvide a bertlî as
shie clid the waggon i-oaci wlîîli wouncl
its dusty \vay across thie range.

Bath huorses wcrc fresu and their long


