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horize the commission to order the
ection ef higher rates, when those being
ved were obviously below the paying S

, might fairly be asked. The com. th
dsin es not deem it any part t its otn

Os te aford relief to railway com- coi
'es in this way. The real question is ed

w fair interference should go, where it
,P egin, and where it would end? th

e cn be no doubt that rates so low As
tO, be ruinous to the companies often an

roVe, iin the end, injurious to the public, ci
liywhieh they are generally received with he
Joy. Whien the object is to kill compe- th
t1411 by the destruction of one competitor, as

rates are an ill omen, and presage
in the form of high rates employed ed

uY the shattered survivor in the rate war. 60
14 Ordinar4.nary trade such competition cannot ag

'Uterfered with, if freedom of action is les
a 4 llowed; but in many respects rail- wa
o mpanies, which are the creatures of cr
Legislature, invested with special bu

ereges, are subjected to a treatment bu

trade from that accorded to ordinary su
.On the principles of the Interstate n
there could be no difficulty in the bu,
S ative authority interfering to put an b

ruinous competition which, if con- co
til one of the competitors is pi
from the field, must deprive fa

Pnbli eof the benefits of such moderate be
d easonable competition as is not incom- be

P With the maintenance of a fair 1
n every department of business

Publictire comnpetition is injurious to the a.

ai Welfare. It is the weapon on which a
ly noplolizing trusts and combinations, a

t tever naine known, rely for the de- 2

the " e competition. It would be out of n
teestion for the Legislature to attempt a
tegalate the prices of commodities; but o

es of destructive competition carried c

lPy congloinerate companies, when the w
s5e 1s clear, are outside the category s

is quiaY trade. In certain respects, it a
to P cler that they may be subjected e
of ptional rules; and if the principles i

Snterstate law are sound, they wouldW
t the prohibition of excessively low t
as of excessively high rates.

have Prohibition of pooling is thought toe
t a tendency towards consolidation;d

ldoes nt appear to have actually
0 . that result, and if it did, the same e

4auty Which prohibits pooling could i
prohibit consolidation. In fact thev

o"1 a large scale, would be more to ber
Q e than the former. The anti-poolingt

. encounters much general objection,1% ten not improbable that an early at-fW le made to get rid of it, with1t Sucess remains to be seen.4

t hve been indications in Congress
the e' attenpt will be made to subject

o .adian railways wbich have Ameri-
o o1netIeusto the Interstate law. Of
t t1 144 cannot be done directly, though
la Ybone indirectly. If the Interstate
obk lmaintained,and there is little
i t Wit will, we should not be sur-

Bse a seius attemnpt virtualty toe

4 juieit t<> itCanadian railways which haveencan Connections'
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Some weeks ago we published a resume of exj
e export of provisions, breadstuffs, and sta
ier merchandise at the port of Montreal, 4,
ntaining official tables showing the mark- 60
decrease of exports up to end of Novem- 9,
r, compared with former years. Since res
en the statement of the Corn Exchange An
sociation«to a late date has been issued, of
d bas attracted much attention in that th
y as well as elsewhere. The figures
rein given do not differ materially from Tose of our article, but we repeat them,
forming interesting statistics.

The export of butter, it appears, amount- di,
to only 16,528 packages this year, against me
,328 in 1887, a decrease of 43,800 pack- an
es. In cheese, on the other hand, no ob
ss than 1,134,349 boxes were sent for- ta,
ard, against 1,104,065 last year, an in- sit
ease of 30,284 boxes. Probably our ha
utter was no worse in quality than before, Te
ut more was retained for domestic con- ti
mption, and, besides, prices abroad were C

ot encouraging. Not all the cheese and th
utter was Canada-made, but the great gu
ulk of it was. The manufacture of cheese U
ntinnes to increase, and is proving a ei
rofitable industry to both dairyman and n

actoryman. The export of apples has th
een very large; the quantity sent forward
eing 261,692 barrais this year, against 93-
34 last, an increase of 68,558 barrels. re
The falling off in breadstuffs, as we have gr

Lready seen, is large. According te these nr
uthentic figures, the movement of wheat P
lone fell from 7,732,848 bushels in 1887 to t
,033,325 bushels in 1888. The total expert te
novement of all kinds of grain, which a
mounted to 11,372,779 bushels in 1887, fell c
if te 5,658,227 bushels this year, a de- e
rease of over fifty per cent. All grains, w
with the exception of Indian corn or maize, w
howed a decline, the quantity et that G
article being 2,721,000 bushels, as compar I
ed with 1,181,000 bushels in 1887. In seek- c
ng for reasons which shalt account for the t
altered state of things, the circumstance e
o which most weight is attached isV
tha break in the Cornwatt canal, 'whichi l
closed navigation on October 10, and re-
duced by one-fifth the season of water-car-
riage biy the St. Lawrence route. Fleur j

export, too, is reduced, although the flour f
shipiments mabe an improved showing upon
wlieat. due te the opening of the "Sco"
route by the C. P. Railway and to the en-
terprising policy pursued by that company.
While whieat fell off fitty per cent., fleur E

fell off only fifteen per cent., the quantities
being 585,602 barrels in 1888 against 677,-'
456 barrels in 1887.

The movement of provisions from Chii-
cago and other Western centres shows a'
falting off in sema artictes and an increase
in others, the balance being about eveni
with last year. In this term is included
suchi things as lard, tallow, bacon, hams,
canned meats, pickled meats, etc. All
these are valuable freight to both the in.
land and ocean carrier, the volume ef which

is rapidly increasing, the St. Lawrence
route being better fitted for the carrying of
such perishable commodities than the rail
routes or canal route further south,.

The Exchange's statement, in jthe cpin-

785

of the Star, should be supplemented by
ding the exports of lumber. The total
port for 1888 has been 4,399,268 Quebec
indards, equal to 120,999,882 feet, against
49,196 Quebec standards, equal to 130,-
2,923 feet in 1887, a decrease for 1888 of
03,041 feet. The falling off is entirely
ultant from the condition of the South
merican trade, there being a great lack
vessels to carry forward the lumber
roughout the season.

HE MONTREAL TELEGRAPH CASE.

When people fail to get an anticipated
vidend or stipulated rent, the disappoint-
ent sometimes makes them angry. But
ger does not help them, though it may
scure the judgment and prevent them
king a full and complete view of the*
tuation. Something of this kind has
.ppened, in the case of the Montreal
elegraph Company, which had leased its
nes to theGreat North-Western Telegraph
ompany at a rental of eight per cent. on
e Montreal Company's capital, with a
narantee of payment from the Western
nion Telegraph Company. For seven or
ight years the rent was duly paid ; but

ow, it seems, it is no longer earned, but
ere is a serious deficiency.
Under these circumstances, but not alto.
ether in consequence of this decline of
venue, the Great North-Western Tele-
raph Company asks a reduction of the
ent to six per cent. The lessee com-

lains that it has not been main-
ained in the enjoyment of the property
eased by the lessor. It says that its rights
s lessee have been encroached on by a rival
ompany, the Canadian Pacific, which has

rected telegraph lines along certain rail-
rays the pre-existing telegraph lines along

which were included in the lease to the
Ireat North Western Telegraph Company.
t says further that, at the time this en-

roachment began, the lessee called upon
he lessor to resist and maittain it in the

njoyment of its rights. This is a duty
which the Quebec Code throws upon the

essor, and which, there is no dispute we

believe, has not been performed.
The application of the lessee not having

been favorabiy received by the lessor, the

former has appealed to the tribunals to do

justice in the premises. Critics who as-

sume that the Montreal Telegraph Com-

pany has performed all its duties and is
wholly in the right, ignore the actual con-
dition of the dispute as stated above. The

question between the lessee and the lessor
is a legal question, and is to be submitted
to a judicial arbitrament. A reduction of

rent is asked not as a favor but as a right.
The Code of Quebec provides a remedy for

the disturbance of quiet possession of the

property leased: •'If," it reads, "the dis-

turbance be in consequence of a claim con.

cerning the right of property, or other

right, and upon the thing leased, the lessor
is obliged to suffer a reduction in the rent

proportionate to the diminution in the en-

joyment of the thing, and to pay damages'
according te circumstances." Abuse of the

plaintiff is plentiful enoughi, but will net
assist in arriving at a decision. It would
not bie proper te enter into a dis.


