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f{Alem’ JNTERESTS,

AMERICAN,

Perhaps no country in the workd has reaped
greater advantages from the construction
of railways than the United States.  Physi-
cal, moral and political reasons, separately
and collectively, pointed out, early in the
history of that country, that it was of vital
importance to the success of the Union
that the different States comprising it shoukl
be comented by the bonds of reciprocal
trade.  The difficultics to be overcome
were great, but the consumate judizment of
Washington overcame them when he planned
his system of inland navigation,

This great man, soon after peace was
proclaiimed, made a tour as far West as
Pittshurg, and also traversed the western

@»:urw of New England and New York, and
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sSexumined £or himselt the difficultics of bring-
ing the trade of the West to different points
on the Atlantic.  Dossessed of aecurate
knowledize on the subject, he corresponded
with the Governors ot the different States,
and other influential charascters.  He suy-
srested to thew the propriety of making by
public authority, an appointment of com-
missioners of integrity and abillty, whose
duty it should be, after ficcurate examina-
tion, to ascertain the nearest and best port-
ages between such of the Kastern and West-
ern rivers a8 headed near to each other,
though they ran iu opposite dircetions; and
also to trace the rivers west of the Ohio, to
their sources and mouths, as they respec-

tively cmpticd cither into the Ohio or the]

Lakes of Canada, and to make an aceurate
map of the whole, with observations on the
impediments to be overcome, and the advan-
tages to be nequired on the completion of
the work. In advoeating the extension of
inland navigation we cannot but regard
Washington's views as grand and magni6-
eent.  He comsidered it as an cffectunl
micans of cementing the Union of'the States.
In his letter to the Governor of Virginia
he obscrves, that which is not without a les-
son for us :—¢ I need not remark to you,
“sir, that the flanks and rear of the United
“ States are possessed by other powers, and
¢ formidable oucs, too; nor meed I press
“ the necessity of applying the cement of
“interest to bind «ll parts of the Union

s together by indissoluble bonds, espreicly
“aof binding that part of it whick lies inone-
“divtdy West of us to the middle Sttes.
« For what tics, let me ask, should we have
“ upon those people ; how entirely uncon-
* nected with then shall we be, and what
“ troubles may we not apprehend it the
- Spuniards, on their right, and Great Bri-
“tain, on their left, instead of throwing
* impediments in their way, as they do now,
« should held out lures for their trade and
“ alliance 77 After stating the sime thing
to a member of Congress, Washington pro-
ceeds: + It may be asked how are we to
«prevent this? - Happily for us the way is
* plain.  OQur immediate interests, as well
“as remote political advantages, point to
wit,  * ox % X Bytend the inlnd
“ pavigation of the eastern waters; come
* munieate them as near as possible with
« those which ran westward : open these
»to the Olio; open also such as extend
- from the Ohio towards Luke Jric, and
 we shall nutonly draw the produce of  the
© Westam settlers, but the peltry and fur
“trade of the Lakes also to our ports;
 thus adding an immense inerease to our
s exports, and hin-ding these people to us by
1t chain which never can be broken.”
The foregoing passages from Washing-

ton’s letters embody interesting evidenee of

the comnection which has always existed
in the American mind hetween the faeili-
tics for transit and communication and the
strengthof the Union. Tt would scem to
be a settled maxim with them, that no
conntry embracing & vast area can be great
unless the outlying sections are closely con-
nected with the eentral; and what the
inland navigation system did for them in
carlier times is still more effectively done
to-day, a3 with their railway system a dis
tance of fifty miles is as near as 10 miles
used to he. By remembering what impor-
tance the American people attach, xocially
as wellas politically,—not to allude  to the
grest commercial importanee—to the facili-
tics for intercourse hetween the inhabitants
of different States, one will ensily under-
stand why the Government of the United
States is 0 geuerous in its land-grants
when the objeet is to aid in the construe.
tion of railways.

With this preface, which we deemed
necessary to acconnt for the lively interest
taken by the Amecrican Government and
the public men in the United States in
cnterprises which tend to conneet all parts of
the country together, we shall pass on dircet-
ly to the question of their railways,

The outhurst of milway enterprise in
Eugland excited a similar spirit in Ameriea.
In 1827 four miles of lines from the stone
quarries ot Quiney to Boston were con-
structed ; in 1829 several miles of the Bal-
timore and Ohio were completed, locomeo.
tive power having beeen first introduced ot
Liackawana in 1825 on the line which ceon-
neets the Deleware and Hudson cmals, In
1833 the Alhany and Seheneetady line, 16,
miles in length, first mande in New York,
These
were the fecble beginnings of the Mmerican
railway system. Let us trace their pro-
aress, and probe their results, and then we

was opened with lneomotive power,

shall judge whether the Ameriean Govern.
went, by its liberal land-weants, dealt wisely
with the railway interests of the eountry.
We have seen that in 1833 the Albany and
Scheneetady line was opened—it was com-
menced in the Stete of New York,  Ta this
State alone, in 18H1, there were 1500 miles
of railway, and 9000 in the United States
which had cost £60,000.000; in 1853 there
were 1-E500 miles; in 1860 there were
30,635, and to.day there are over 50,000
miles, I 1869 7.715 miles of railway were
construeted. at an aggregate cost of not Jess
than 305,000,000, and during the next five
years, it ix estimated, npon certain daty,
that the increase will be 5,000 giles o
year.

By dealing liberally with their great rail-
way interests the Americans have, it wag
well remarked in Hergquetl's (Lowdon)
Raibeay Journal, v set a wixe example.”
The land-crant to the Mlinois Central of
2005000 acres, while it conferred a0 hoon
upon the company, has been to the country
of much greater advantaze, as the company,
in disposing of 2,000,000 aeres of Jand, have
populated and placed wnder cultivation o
larire distriet of country.

The lind-graut to the Des Maines Valley
Railway is the cause that now from Keokuk
to Port Dodize,  Nearly 250 miiles up the
valley of the Des Moiues River eurs are run-
ning.  For the month of June last the land
sales of the company amounted 1o about
840,000, and the land-grant bonds of the
company, advertized by Messrs, Clarke,
Dodge & Co., bear cight per cent intorest,

A pamphlet published hy Mr. IT. J.
Johns, in 1869, shews that the bods of
the Lake Superior amd Mississippi Railroad
Company, conneeting 8t. Paul and Duluth,
amounting to $L500,000, were taken up by
capitalists in five days.  And why s ?
Because the company alony the line of the
road own 1,632,000 acres of valuable land.



