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the flames would compel him to leave
the regular formation.

Admirai Ito did flot see the signal
through the biliows of cannon smoke
rolling over the water and made no
reply, so when the Hiyei had trans-
ferred her wounded to the transport
sbip she extinguished the fire and re-
turned to ber place in the squadron.
She was almost a wreck, but managed
to keep her guns going tilt the end of
the battle.

The van squadron of the japanese
fleet, after attacking the right of thé
Chinese line, turnedabout and fought
its way back toward the northwest,
while the main squadron contintied on
in a cîrcle, the Chinese formation be-
ing destroyed and t'ae ships bancheci
together in confusion. The two iron-
el ads stuck ci )se together, fighting
with great spirit.

Just as the flagship Matsushima, at
the head of the main squadron, was
abreast cf the Chinese ironclads a
sheli from one of the big guns struck
her miin deck, dismounting her heav-
lest gun and damaging the whole port
battery. The sheli sttuck the ammu-
nition massed on the deck and ex-.
ploded it. A sheet of fire seemed to
sweep up to the sky and the flagship
rolled heavily as lier riven sides yield-
ed to the terrific sbock and ber plates
were bent outwaid.

])ead men were blown into the sea,
a part of the upper deck wvas blasted
and the officers' quarters wEre des-
troyed. A lieutenrnt, a sub-lieutenant,
a midshipman and twelve of the crew
were instantly killed. Woundt d men
were scattered about in tbe bloody
wreckage. The sbip was on fire.

Admirai Ito kept bis course tintil he
found that the stiff wind on the port
bow was spreading the flames, and to
save the shir, he turned about, followed
by the rest of the squadron. From
bis place on the bridge the admirai
could see that one of the Chinese iron-
clads was also on fire, and he decided
to return to the attack, using his star-
board battery while the fire on the
port side was being extinguished.

Meaiiwbile the little Akagi and the
transport Saikio Maru were separated
from the main squadron, being unable
to keep up with its swvift nov(ments.
The Akagi was atîacked on ail sides
by the enemny, but fought bravely.
Her mainmast was shot away and ber
captain, Commander Sakamotn, was
killed on the bridge. The naiating
oficer then took command, but a few
moments later 1 Il to the deck wound-
cd in the face and arm. lie çwas suc-
ceeded by the third lieutenant, who
directed the fighting until the navigat-
ing officer's wounds were dressed u~nd
he returned to the bridge.

As ihie ;\kagis mainimast crashied
doen oter the side a l-euterant and
gun crew in the fighting top wvere kil-
A. The Chinese poured volley after
vo'Iey into the battered ship, but the
wounded lieutenant kept bis place on
the bridge and iefused to burrender.
After three hours of hard figbting he
succe(ded in wihdrawirg from the
batik field and gating under cover of
tl-.e main squadr n.

But the baikio Maru! Hemmed ini

by the Chinese ships, the transport
was a general target. Her upper
works were riddled by the rapid-fire
guns of the enemy, but she nianaged
to escape the shots of the heavier
batteries. By this time the Chinese
ficet was disorganized and the gunnery
was wild.

A torpedo was launchcd at the
tranwport, but it expioded before reach-
ing ber. Anotber torpedo was sent
from a ship not fifty yards away.

A THRILL 0F TERROR

ran tbrough the Saikio's crew as the
huge projectile piunged into the sea,
headed stright for the vesse]. But
the d stance was flot great enough for
tice style of attack and before the tor-
pedo could risc to the surface il had
l)assed under tbe Siikio's bull, and
her astonished officers and iien saw it
corne up on the other side and dart
away toward the ho -izon.

A sudden burst of speed carried the
transport to the shelter of the main
squadron.

As the Chineseline was doubled uI)
the van squadron, under rear Admirai
Tsuboi, attacked the bewildered coin-
manders, %vho seemced to bave lost ail
thought of fleet formation, and were
fightingat rindom. The main Chinese
force bad gradualiy drawn away from
the protection of the ironclads, and each
ship was acting on ils own account.

At about .3..30 o'clock in the after,
noon the Chihyuen b egan to sink,
bow first. As she went down the
Japanese guns picrced her again and
again. Her crewv jumped inîo the
sea. and ber stecm rose in the air, the
propeller wheei going at full speed.

For a few minutes she ivas com-
pieîcly hidden by clouds of imoke
and stcarn. Just before she disap-
peared her l)ropeller rcached the
waîcr again, and she wbiricd around
in tbe sea witb migbîy swiris, drown-
ing men engulfed at every quivering,
sweep of the sinking,, ship. Tihen with
a final sbudder and lurch she piunged
under the surface and ivas seen no
more.

The C hinese ships tried to 'vitbdraw
from the action, but we;e pursued by
the van squadron. The Laiyucn or
the King Yuen suddenly kceled over
on her port side and went down side-
ways. She ivas sunk by a stcrn shot,
although it is almost certain that she
was seriously injured before she at-
tcniptcd 10 break away.

Th'e wind iulEed and the ocean was
wrapi)ed in smokc, îbrough whicb
shone the duil glare of a c nflagration.
The Tshaoyong was in tiames, and
the Japanese batteries were concen-
trating their fire upon ber. 1)own
went the cruiser wvth her shrtieking
crew, and a great cloud btd the spct
îvhere she disappeared ini the distance,
leaving a trait of dying men in the
waves.

By tbis limie the two 'Japanese squa-
drons, ivere five miles apart, witb the
Chinese main force betwecn îhern.
The squadrons wre in perfect line,
the main squadron advancing on the
two ironclads, and tbe van squadron
chasing two or îhree fugitives headed
toward Port Artbur.

It was now a fewv minutes past 5
o'clock. Admirai Ito feared that the
two squadrons might be separated in
the darkness, and, not daring 10 risk
a fight at nighi. with the ironclads and
the Chinese torpedo boats, he signalcd
the van to join birn and witbdrew to
wesîîvard of the Chinese.

At the same time the Cbinese fleet-
reformed and sbaped ils course south-
east. The Japanese squadons took a
parailel course, but kept at a sufficient
distance to, avoid an attack by torpe-
docs. The van squadron followed
Admiirali ho and reportcd that the
Chinese cruiser X'angwai was on fire
and had startcd for Talu Island, prob-
ably to beach herself.

I to 'vas saîisfied t.hat the Chinese
fleet intended to take refuge bebind
tbe forts of Weihaiwei. He feit con-
flient that with the snperior speed
and discipline of bis squadrons he
could atTord to renew the batie at
daybreak, and he proceeded ai fuil
speed to the neighborhood of Weihai-
wei. But in the morning there was
no sign of the cnenîv b be seen.

THE CHINESE 14lAD FLED

to Port Arthur. Iho stcamned straigbt-
way 10 l'alti Island. As he approacbi-
ed be saw sioke in tbe distance, but
it vanishied on the horizon without a
trace of its origin being discoveied.
'l he japanese believe ibat a fast tor-
pedo boat ivas in the vicinity.

The van squadron dikcovcred the
Yangwai aground and abandoned on
tbe soutb sbore of 'Valu Island. She
ivas promptly biown up witb gun
cotton. The japanese fecet then re-
turned to the newv naval rendez-vous
at the mouth of the Tatong River ar<.
the Akagi, Matsushima, Hiyei and
Saikio Maru ivere sent t 1 apan for
repairs, Admirai Ito's flag being trans-
fêtred to the Hashidate.

Whiie tbe fleet ivas lying in the
Tatong inlet, the Naniwa and Akitsui
shirna were sent across the XVeiIow
Sea by Admirai Ito, in consequence
of a report that one of the Chinese
warships bad got agrouu)d whiie me-
treating from- the battie. On Sý,pteM-
bzr 2,3 thcy discovered the Kuangki
ashiore off Talienwhan Bay, near Poil
Amthur. WVben tbe japanese men-of.
war drew near the stranded ship, îhey
sawv ber blown to picces by ber
office rs.

Th'iis wvas the fiffcb warship lost by
the Chinese since the opening of the
bealle.

Not a single Japanese sb'p was
iost.

'I'nwcle jipanese ùilicers and nine-
ty-cight meni weme killed, wvhde thir-
teen offilcers and 170 mcen were
wotindcd.

The Chinese loss I ar. n îalle 10
give, but il iist be nearly twu ibou-
sand. Probably tihet xact figurcs ill
neyer be miade public. 1 knov fioni
the accotu fis of a doz2n cye w:itlneSses
that the sea wvas fuîl oi (1 ow~ning
Chiiinen and that fev vere saved
during the fighîing, for îhe re.aion
thai the Chines2 had no s:naU b ats.

"I'l'o wbat do %-ou chielly ait. ibute
the succcs.s of the lapanese fi .et ? " 1


