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AIR POLLUTION

MIore attcention should be given to preventillg air p)ollutioni b,
sînoke, diist, andi othcr inipurities. ilcalth authorities bave I>ccit1
lavish in preventing pollution of drinkinig wvaters aîîd foods,
though these are rnoderately consumcd compared xvîth thec air
breathed.

Heretofore the whole science of v'entilation has beeu based
upon a fallacy. It is now very well known that carl)on dioxide gas
la only harmfinl when present in propor'tion approacbing that in
expired air.

Ail air-borne diseases are now recognizeti as transmitted by
solid particles in suspension in tlic air, not b1w the means of a
poisonous gas. [t is evidcntly iuseless, therefore, to nieasure the
proportion of ('0, in the air in a buiilding to determine the
fitness of the air fo: breathing. It is iupon thec absence of dulst,
the real source of danger , the statemnents slîoild be based as ti
the real purity of the air.

There is another point to be considered. When, foi' example,
a person breathes iii air laden witlî gerins. sueli as thiose of con-
sumption, whether hie contracts the disease dcpends iipon two
factors: (a)> the dose, and] perbaps the virulenice of the disease-
carrýyiflg microbe wbichi lie receiveis, and (b> his own resisting
power to infection.

WThile there are now several svsteins of ventilation VIi(
atteipt to filter air cntering a buildjing. tiiere is n thing to inca
sure the purifying cifeets of sncb mcethods. If the seýrens or filters
colleet a good deposit of dirt. that nia -N be satisfactory. -But
there are no ordinar ' means of distingiuîshing betweu liarînless
dust ani dust carr'ving disease germs, ouitside of baeteriolog'v.

Since 11911 efforts have been made iii Englaud to standardiyî
iethods of mneasuriîug atmosphieric pollution b.- soispeudie(l mat-

ter'. The ob ets iu vlan' were: (a)> to measure qiuantitatively
the amouint of matter depositcd from the air at ans' place diîr-ing,
a flxed period; (b)> to measure the amounit of matter heMd iii sus-
pension in the air nt any time and place; and (e'> to filud the
nature and composition ofdeposited and sinspended inatter.

The varions methods are the filtration mietbod. the nctho<l
adopted as the standard, Aitken's duslt couinter, the uîcthod of
Professor Cohen, of Teeds, the glass plate method. filter pape?.


