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4ND

€ATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

MONTREAL, FRIDAY, JUNE 20, 1836.

" ARRIVAL OF THE 4AMERICA.
S - .+ Haumeax, June 18th
“The Steamship .#merica arrived bere this morning, en
route for Boston. . R .

Her.dates, are to Saturdaey, 7th inst.

The leading papers in England continued to be oc-
cupied with the difficulty between the Governments of the
United States and Great Britain but notbing more than
un-official talk bad been developed. . ' ‘

The London Journal had published with some show of
authority, but of course without positive knowledge of the
fact that Mr. Crampion had been dismissed. The an-
nouncement had scarcely any effect on the funds,

The business in American Securities were toa limited
extent, and prices had s drooping tendency.

The advices by the Jdtlantic bave extended a depressing:

infivence on the Liverpool Cotton market, prices ha
reached 18 6d to 188d per 1b. The business of the week
amonnted to about 5000 bales. :

On Broadstofis & Srm tone presented, and forsome dis-
criptions of wheat the quotations show a elight advance

on- the quotations of the previous Friday. :

Tn the provision market there bad been some trifiin fluc-’

tuetion. Beef was unseitled and pork rather lower.—
Lard was quoted one shilling higher. -

The Londo Money Market had undergone no chanpe.—
Coniols cloged on Fridey, 16th at 94} to 943 T

_That causé musi necessarily be a bad ane, that po-
licy arbitrary, and that legislalion unjust, which can
be .defended .only by an appeal to the precedents of
the Liower Empire, or the arbitrary edicts of the des-
pots of harlot-ridden France in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries; and assuredly the statesman
who in Canada in the present day is obliged to fall
back upon:such a line of defence, thereby admits
that his policy is opposed to the first principles of
civil liberty, and of Christian morality. The legis-
lation of many of the Greek "Emperors—of the
Engl,i‘ah Plantagenets—and of a Louis the fourteenth
or fifteenth—may indeed often be appropriately cited,
not as affording. precedents to be imitated, but as
warning.of dangers, which, as freemen and as Chris-
tians, we are in duty bound to avoid. Of tins self-
evident truth, the writer, who in the Montreal Her-
ald and Transcript of last' week, takes up the cud-
gels for Mr. Drummond, in the matter. of the “Re-
ligious 'Corporations” Bill, seems scarcely to be
aware. . . L :

This gentleman wastes a deal of paper, and makes
a great display of historical research to prove ‘what
every tyro .in history is acquainted with, and -what
ne one has ever dreamt of denying—viz., that—un<
der {be Greek Empire—the Plantagenet and Tudor
dynasties in England—the French Bourboas— aund
European Governments generally — measures ana-
logaus to, and often more stringent than, those whick
have. passed our Canadian Legislature, were often
epacted against the Catholic Church. This fact,
which no one dreamt of ‘contesting, our author has
fully established—but what then? The question at
issue is not—were such ‘things done ?—but—were
they justly done? That Mr.” Drummond. ean cite
precedents for bis Bill is true—but this avails him
nothing, unless he can show that -such precedents
should be followed in Canada. He must show—not
only: that restrictions - were placed -in former ages
upon:the Church, by Kings and Emperors, but—that
such restriclions were just and pecessary then, and'
are just and necessary now, in Canada. And unless
he 'adopt as his major premise that all the Tepislation-
of Greek Emperdrs® and French Bourbons in eccle-
siastical matters, was always just and worthy of imi-
tation, he cannot conclude, from the simple fact that
they did impose restrictions upon the Church, that
similar restrictions should'be imposed upon her by
the’ Liegislatore of* Canada. ‘We have been thus
particular, because Mr. Drummend seems to forget
‘that from'a single premise, no conclusion can. be
drawn.

with.a long array-of questions to show:— :
-1, What are the real provisions of ‘the Canadian
« Religious Corporations” Bill. -~~~
'Q, How far Mr. Drummond’s late colleagues, and
the members of the present Ministry, are responsible
for that.measure. . .:, - . -
'3, That similar laws lave: been enacted -in all
times, ¢ without its ever being supposed that they
conveyed any expression of contempt for religion, or

* What, for instance, does Mr, Dromimond think of those.
Imporial edicts which deprived heretics. of all power o
disposition 'over their property:— ~ . . T

< Snntef elie jussiones gencrales, quibua; eis"—Reretics
~=tvyil Taciendi testamenta, vel per don ationes aliquid con-
ferendi facultna sdimitur, vel ex " donationibus aut  testa-
mentis aliquid capiendr”—8t, JAugustin Conf, Ep, Pap-
menioni kb, 1, ¢. 19,

Jp the article alluded to, the. writer furnishes us |

" \'any reproach of ministers bf‘.feligiqu'w:hg-kep( within '
“ | their venerable functions.” = ERREAY

" Qur author adds :— - T
“tQur quotations ‘will-all be from.appraved -Catholic
veriters; chiefly, from well known books upon Frénch law.”
We have nothing, 1o say about.the.manner jn.
which _ the “writer has accomplished the first” two of
bis objects; further thas this—that, having’ fairly
stated the provisions of the Bill, he clearly shows
that all Mr. Drummond’s [ate colleagues, and the
members of ‘the:present Ministry; are," equally with
Mr. Drunimond, responsible for it ; he has also'shown
that analogous measures have been enacted in all ages
of the Church. But, the one thing needful to show.
—that such measures were just, or in any way sanc-
tioned by the Church—he bas not shown : (bough he
has clearly established: the fact, that they were al-
ways, and everywhere, by good Christians, looked

“|upon as conveying the severest reproach -upon the

ministers of religion, and as tending to bring Chris-
tianity into contempt. Wheo to this we add, that
the ““ approved Catholic writers,” whom he quotes,
are for the most part composed of the unprincipled,
servile French lawyers® of the reigns of Louis the
fourteenth and fifteenth—men whose conduct’in a

| great measure caused, if it does not fully justify, the

horrors of the first French revolution—and of histo-
rians like the infidel Gianone, we shall have given a
tolerably. fair idea of the authorities by means of
whom Mr. Drummond attempts to justify his present
hostile attitude towards the Catholic Church in Ca-
-nada. ' . : C '

The -caption with which our author prefaces lis
long " array of extracts contains a fallacy: which. vi-
tiates his whole argument ;' and whick needs only to
be pointed out to destroy the effect of his logic. He
‘beads these extracts thus:— . : .

M WBAT HAS BEXN THE COURSB OF CATHOLIC LRGISLATION IN

- ALL TKEs.”. o

And by way of illustration he cites numerous instances
of Anti-Catholic legislation, or of legislation dic-
tated by a spirit of jealousy against the Church.
Now the whole force of Mr. Drummond’s argument:
.depends upon -the applicability.of the predicate ¢ Ca-
tholic” to'the * Legislation” which he proceeds to
cite. ‘But to call such “ Legislation™ Catholic is a
gross violation of truth, for it was a Legislation emi-
gently anti-Catholic; and a}l that Mr. Drummond
therefor has succeeded in showing is this—That in
all time, from the first day of the Church’s existence

1o the present, she bas bad to contend with Kings

and Emperars and Parliaments—and that her most
dapgerous: enemies bave ever. been found amongst
her own children; Mr. Drummond need not'have
left the precincts of our Canadian Legislature to
establish such a well known fact. We will howeyer
proceed to analyse some of these instances of so
called * Catholic Legislation ;" and thus endeavor to
ascertain what they are worth—how far they tend 1o
bear out - our authors third proposition—and-how far
they afford precedents which it is necessary: or de-
sirable- to follow in Canada. S
Our author begins with the * Catholic Legisla-

-tion” of Pagan Rome.t Here no doubt he.can find

many precedents for his- ¢ Religious Corporations”
Bill. A Nero and a Dioclesian - will furnish him-
with many a model, and one which Christian ! Em-
perors, and “ most Christian ! Kipgs” have not dis-
daioed to copy:— . - - a

“Tn ancient Pagan Rome” says our author—
“ corporations were not allowed to take gifts or be-
quests without special autherity ;”” and of course up-
der. the Pagan Emperors the Church could not openly
or legally, hold or inherit property. What respect
the Church entertained for this * Catholic Legisla-
tion” of Pagan Rome—a legislation which our Ca-
nadian legislators are desirous of -imitating as closely
as possible—may be learned from Gibbon and other
Protestant historians. o o

* It had been provided by several laws,” saya Gibbon
when treating of the fortunes of the Church under Pagan
-rule, Y which were enacted with !the same design as our sta-
tutez of mortmain that no real estates should be given or
hequeathed to sny corparate body, without either n gpecial
privilege or a particular dispensation from the emperor or
senate....A transaction is howover related under the
reign of Alexander Severvs, which discovers that the re-
straint was sometimes eluded or puspended”—c. 15.
From this we learn that the anti-Christian Jegislation
of Pagan Rome, and the * Catholic Legislation” of
Mr. Drummond -were in spirit one and the same;
and-that the laws of the heathen Empeérors ¢ were
enacted with the same design” as were the restric-
tive clauses of Mr. Drummond’s ¢ Religious Corpo-
rations” Bill. A new era however was inaugurated
with the accession ‘to the Imperial throne and the
conversion to Christianity, of Constanline; and a-
system of legislation, the very oppasite of the -anti-
Christian or # Catholic Legislation” of the Pagan
Emperors, was then adopted :— " ‘

“1twas amongst tho first cffects of the conversion of
Constantino to give not only a security, but a legal sanc-

tion, to the teritorial 'acquisitions of tho chnrech. The
edict of Milan in 313 recognizes the actual estate of eccel-

siastical corporations, -Another published in 321, grants

to all the subjects of 1he empire the power of bequeathing
1.’1}!82.‘ property -to the Church."—Hallam Middle Ages, c.

These “edicts, which, as the very opposite of ‘the
« Catholtc Legislation” of Mr. Drummond we sup-
pose we must qualify as ¢ anti-Catholic, were first’
partially. repealed by an edict of Valentinian Ist—
an Emperor to whom we are indebted. for the first
encroachments upon the “right of testament” in
favor of ecclesiastics ; and for those restrictions of:
which we are told that it was'never “supposed that

* These men, of undoubted talents, were nlmost without.
exception Gallienns, or Erastians, of the worst deseription
—that is, ag nearly Protestants ad possible. Their furda-
mental principle was, that the State-was supreme over the

Ghurch —a principle which the Cburch abhors,
t Our quotations—unless the' contrary be stated—shall

all bo from approved Protestant, or Non-Catholic
writars.

religious or charitable purposes.

they: conveyed “dny; expression  of coutempt for re-
ligion, *or. any - réproach “of ministers of religion.”
As the author relies mich upon this- edict of Valen-'
tinian, . and: cites St. Jerome. as approving-of it, we-
propose to.investigate. by. the torch of: Protestant.
history, its origin and -its provigions —and to show
‘that it was felt as a most severe reproach upon Chris-
tianity, and its ministers. C L

« When the ¢ Catholic Legislation” of Pagan Rome
was suspended by the edicts of Constantine, and-
when in consequence, to- profess- Christianity, was not
only no langer dangerous; but was almost necessary
to advancement in the State—numbers ostensibly em-
braced that religion, who bad nointentions of sub-
mitting their lives to its precepts. Itis not therefore
wonderful that in a generation or two—A. D. 370—a
aumber of worldly minded, sensual men had obtained
admittance within the sanctvary ; and that they offen
grossly abused the influence which their position
gave them over the minds of the faithful. These
individuals—not corporations—often obtained from
their dupes large sums of money, either as gilts or
bequests, “ under' the pretence,” as Gibbon says,

¢ that they were the instruments of charity and the.

stewards of the poor.””. They thus obtained money
under false pretences; and therehy inflicted an injury,
not only upon society in general, but-on the Church
in particular, which they defrauded by expending up-
on their own sensual gratifications, those riches which
they had received in trust for the Church, and the
relief of the poor. To remedy this crying evil, the

Emperor issued bis edicts; which restricted, not_ the-

gifts or bequests ofs the faithfuvl to.the Church, or to
ecclesiastical corporations—but to individuals, and in
their private capacity.  We quote from the Protest-

| ant historian Gibbon: -

# He—Valentinian—admonished the ecclesiastics and
monks—not to frequent the houses of widowsand virgius ;
and menaced their children with the animadversion of {he
Civil Judge. The director was no longer permitied to
receive any gift or legacy, or inheritancefrom the liberal-
ity of his spiritual danghter’—c. 25, ’

Tt would seem therefore that the object of Valen-
tinian was not to check the increase of Church pro-
perty, or to restrict the right of individuals to give
of their own, as much as they pleased, for religious
or charitable purposes; but rather to protect the
Church- against the frauds-perpetrated upon her by
her own ministers, who too often squandered upon
themselves, the alms which Christian piety bad de-
signed for the adornment of the altar, or the support
of the poor. _ _
edict—that the Chureh, or ecclesiastical body cor-
porate, gained in wealth by these restrictions upon
individuals, or rather upon their power of obtaining
money under false pretences—we learn also from
Gibbon, who tells:us that one consequence of the
imperial edict was:— : '

$tThat if the ecclesiastics”-—the jndividuals—'' were
chacked in the pursnit of periona! emolument, they would
exeri a more laudable induatry to increage the  wealth of
_tho Ohurch.—18, o St ’
" Yet even this legislation, though conceived in a

totally different spirit from the legislation of sibse-
quent ages, wrung many a bitter sigh from Christians
like a St. Jerome, or a St. Ambrose. ‘In view of
the monstrous evils to which it was intended to put a
stop, and of the advantages which it was intended to
confer upon the Church, by preventing dishonest in-
dividuals from lavishing upon themselves funds des-
tined for her service—these great and good men
might indeed acquiesce in the propriety of these
edicts—but they could not refrain from shame and
sorroiw as they reflected that they were necessary.—
Whatever Mr. Drummond may tell us to the con-
trary, St. Jerome did feel that the Valentinian edicts
of 370 did convey a most severe reproach upon the
Christian ministry—did gire opportunity to the ene-
mies of Clristianity to triumph. : .

% Pudet dicere”—be says—« T am ashamed.” —
Why should he be ashamed, if he did feel that these
edicts conveyed a reproach? ¢ Doleo”—** I meurn.”’
‘Why should he mourn ; did he not feel that thereby
the cause of Christianity had received an injury?

Tt is not our present object to defend the justice
of these edicts of Valentinian, which eaused such
deep shame and sorrow to a St. Jerome, and a St.
Ambrose. It-is enongh for us to show that they
were conceived in-a spirit very different fram that
which dictated the restrictive clauses in our Cana--
dian ¢ Religious Corporations” Bill; and that the
‘object proposed was the very contrary of that aimed
at by our Canadian legislators. "The edicts of Va-
lentinian prohibited gifts or bequests to individuals,
or to clerics in their private capacity only; but lelt

.every one at liberty to give or bequeath of his own

to the Church, or Ecclesiastical body corporate, for
Mr. Drummond’s
Bill; on the contrary, without even the pretence that

‘abuses exist, restricts gifts or bequests to the eccle-

siastical corporation, and for religious and charitable
purposes only ; but leaves every one at liberty to give
or bequeath of bis-own, as mueh as he will, to the
individual members of that corporation, and in their
private capacity. “‘The object of the former was
therefore the direct opposile of thiat of the latter;
and yet the wriler in the Herald adduces these edicts
of Valentinian as analogous fo, fand as a precedent
justificatory of the restrictive clauses in Mr. Drum-
mond’s * Religious Corporations” Bil} ¥’ He must
certainly have great confidence in his readers? igng-
rance of history ! '

Whatever may be the general opinion concerning
the Commercial Advertiser’s wholesale depuncia-
tions of our Yaukee neighbors, it will, we think, ‘be
generally admitted that, unfortunately for"the cause
of religion, morality, and education in Canada, there
is but tao-much truth in the following remarks, which
we clip from our above named.cotemperary :— .

' American teachers, both in Upper and Lower Caznda,

have menaged to engrosa a very large share of the educa-

And that this was the effect of this |

tion ‘of ‘Canadian ¢hildren; introducing their ows schiool
books, filled withi falpe history, and:corrupt morality: ...’
1t js-our-gacred duty. to keep them"~our children—** from -

-the pollution’of these American school books, and to take-

care that the place which they would occupy.is filled with
proper means of instruction.” . . B R TN R
" In the above:remarks, we, as Catholics, concur';
and ‘take the liverty of congratulating our:-cotempo-
rary upon the ‘'sound “views which he entertains - dpon
the * Education® question. "1t is our duty, it is the
duty of every hionest parent, no matter-to what - de-
nomination of professing Christians he belongs, to
take up his parable against the Godless and immoral
system of -education, that, under the favorable auspi-
ces of Mr. Egerton: Ryerson, has been imported
from Massachusetts into Canada. * Yankeeism” in
education—that is, education. without religion—is the
crying evil of the day ; an evil that menaces not only
our political institutions, but our whole social fabric,
and Christianity itself. Unfortunately however this
educational system is the favorite 7zostrum of all po-
litical charlatans; it is the universal . panacea of ‘de-
magogues for all our diseases; one which -they will
persist in thrusting down cur throats, grumble as we
may, .and no matter bow loudly we may protest
against the nauseus dose.” What mercury is to the
ordinary quack-salver, so is the Massachusetts’ school

' system to the Ryersons, and other. political * Jack-

Puddings” of Canada. : S

Yes; it is our sacred ‘duly to keep our children
from the pollution of an American system of educa-
tion. But how, we ask the Commercial Advertiser,
is this our sacred duty to be accomplished?

We see no means by which it can be effected save
by securing to our children the advantages of a reli-
gious education. But a religious education ig, in 2
mixed commupity like ours, incompatible with a
¢ Common® education. We therefore fall back
upon the conclusion thet it is the sacred duty of all
parents to oppose a * Common® School system, and
to make every exertion in their power to emancipate
their children from the vile yoke of State-Schoolism
which the Ryersons, and George Browns, of Upper
Canada would fain impose upon them.” If consistent
therefore, and trué to the anli-Yankee principles
which ke professes, we shall have benceforth to rec-
kon the Commercial Advertiser amongst the friends
of # Freedom of Education.” '

MR. FERGUSON’S IRISH PIPES,

We had the rare pleasure on Tuesday evening of
bearing- Mr. Ferguson’s admirable performance on
the Trish Union Harmonic Pipes ; and were glad to ob-
serve that every one present seemed to enjoy it as
much as we did ourselves. Tt was a regular musical -
sotrée, reminding ope of the old feudal times.when
ministrels plaved in hall and bower. Mr. Férguson’s
highest ambition is to fill even in a measure,, the
place of the harpers and pipers of other.days, and
hence it is that there is in his playing no affectation
of the operatic style, (the furigso style it might aptly.

‘be called) ; with him, all is easy, graceful and simple,

going straight to the heart, after the manoer of .the
great: masters who made the barp of Erin famous in
ages long gone by, What Irish heart could bear,
without emotion, Mr. Ferguson’s % Dear Irisk Boy,”
his “ Savourneen Deelish,” or bis ¢ Harp of Tara ;*
or could any Scotchman listen unmaoved to his
“ Scots wha hae.” To our taste, these noble old
strains of earlier times have a meaning and a power
that place them beyond the most elaborate composi-
tions of these scientific lays of ours. This may, we
know, be disputed, but not, we are convinced by any
of those who bad the good fortune to hear Mr..
Ferguson on Tuesday evening. The Odd Fellows®
Hall was crowded to excess, and in the course of
the evening, Mr. Ferguson received a welcome rein-
forcement in our pew Sarsfeld Band who kindly
placed their services at his disposal. . Their appear-
ance was hailed with satisfaction.

The great incident of the evening was the en-
trance of Captain Devlin with his company, and a
fine soldierly body of men they are. Tlhe Sarsfield
Band played the company to the Concert room ; and
performed, during the evening, several marches and
other pieces in good style. After the Concert had .
concluded, the company marched through several
of the principal streets of -the City, headed by the
Band, playing * Patrick’s Day,” &e. = .

The friends and admirers of Mr. Ferguson will
be glad to learn-that the Mechanics’ Hall bas been

‘secured for this evening, when we hope to see it filled

to overflowing. Next week Mr. Ferguson purposes
visiting Quebec. We . bespeak - for him a favorable
reception from our friends there. :

. .

We bave much pleasure in announcing the. ap-
proaching visit to Montreal of the « Chanteurs
Montagnards Bearnais Pelerins de Rome et de
Jerusalem,” where it is their intention to give severa!
of their celebrated musical performances. :

This company of artists enjoys a world wide re-
putation, having had the honor of performing be-
fore all the, Sovereigns of Europe; and we feel
assured that (heir merits will be appreciated by the
lovers of music in Montreal. The following notice
is taken from a French criticism upon these distin-
gwshed artists, . - ‘ o

The Chantewrs Montagnards bave traversed the
whole of Fufope; and ‘inthe different countries

| which they have visited, they bave not failed to reap. .

that.ample- crop of: laurels which both their splendid
talents, and the charitable object to which. their
talents are devoted, have deserved. They have un-
dertaken, and with-a generous perseverance have: car~
ried out  their ‘design to aid the indigent inhabitants

| of-their' pative' valleys; ‘aid in tlie pursvit of this

laudable object, they have had the honor of singing

before fifty five sovereign princes in Europe, Asis,



