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In that charming and dainty series of
books published under the captivating
title of * Fiction, Fact and Faney,” and

edited by the gifted don of the prince of
American literary critics, thers is a
volume with the companionable name
of Billy Duwns. It is as follows that Mr.
Stedman introduces the creator of Buly
Downs and & host of other characters,
moatly types of Middle Georgia-life, that
shall live with the language. “So we
reach the tenth milestone of our ramble,
and while we are resting by the way-
side let us hail the gentleman who is ap-
proaching and ask bim for ‘another
story’ We who bave heard him before
know that he seldom fails to respond 1o
such a request, and always, too, ina
manper quite inimitable. As he comes
nearer yuit may observe the dignified,
yet courteous and kindiy bearing ofa
gentleman of the old echool. The white
bair and moustache, the sober dress,
betoken the veteran, although they are
almoat contradicted by eves and an in-
nate youthfulness in word and thought.
It is not difficult to recognize in Culonel
Richard Malcolm Juhnston the founder
of a schoot of fiction and the dean of
Southern men of letters.,” The Colonel,
as the founder of & school of fiction, it
by that school, we understand thess,
-who are depecting tor usthe Georgiz life
of the antebellum days. In mno other-
wise can we asent to Mr. Stedman’s
pbrase. For American critics to cluim
the dialect schoul of fiction as their own,
in origin or on & par with their other
oritical achievements, Dialect was bixn
a long time before Coluinbus tuok his
way westward. The first wave of man

kind leaving the parent stock, in their
effurts to survive, carried with them the
germ of dialect fiction in its portrayal ot
men and mannera. If a given friend wus
bound to reproduce it faithfully—the
very least to give us a semblance of that
life. This could not be done in many
instances without the use of dialect. To
do so were to deprive the poriraiture of
individualicy.

Fiction produced on such lines would
be worthiess. Ot late there has been
much cavil ugainst dialect writers. This
cavil, strange to ssy, emanates from the
Realists, ,

Tuey lay down the absurd code, that
Art is purely imitative. She plays buta
moukey part. Her sole duty is to depiot
life, puying ieading attention to the
portraysl of corns, bunions and other
horny excresences, that so often aceom-
panies her. Realists will not be per
suaded that euch ex-resences are abnor-
mal. From 8 jaundiced introspectivn ul
their own little life, they frame canons
of criticiem to guide the wurld. With
these cungenial canons lying betore
theni one is astonished if such a phrase
may be used in the recent light of that
school’s pyrotechnio _displays That they
can condemn dialect grauted, for the
sake of argumeut, that Art is merely
imitative, will nut the first duty of Lhe
novelist be to reproduce the exact lan.

uage, and that when done by the master
gand of a Johoston carries with 1t not
ouly the spenkers tone, but the power ol
producing a mental imuge of the speuker
~-the very acme of the Realists achool,
To paint a Georgin cracker speaking the
ordinary Buston-Eoglish would be like
crowning the noble brow of a South Sea
native with & tall Buston beaver, The
effort would be unartistict, the effect
Iudicrous. Colunel Juhnson believes in
the imitutiveness of Art, to the extent

f reproducing lor us the peculisr dislect
of Middle Georgia, He has informed us
.that there is not a phrase in his novels
that he has not heard amid the scenes of
his stories. To reproduce these as a
distinet trinmph of the novelist’s-art,
but the colonel has done more; into his
every character has he breathed s soul.
His figures are not the automaton shele-
tons of the Realistg, but living men and
women who huve earnestly played life,
on the circumscribed stage of Middle
Georgia. .
- Thus life is fast passing away. Prof.

haler, a competent authority, tells us:
* At present the strong tide of moderism

Sates with & force which is certain to
clear away s greater part of the archaio

minds uof the people, With the death of
this generativn, which saw the rebellion,
the ancient regime will diswppear.” It
can never he lust as lupg as the nuve's of
Malcolm Juhnson are extant. There, in

delightful pages the ourivus life ot
Georgia. Cuvier asked
construot his skeleton. The readurs of
the Duxes-borough tales, Billy Downs,

live men and woman preserved for them
by the novelists’ elixir He bhas known
his country and kept close to mother
earth, haviog in his mind that “no
language after it has faded into diction,
none that cannot suck up feeding juices
secreted for it in the xich mother earth
of common folk, ¢an bring forth a sound
and lusty look, True vigor and hearti-
ness of phrase do not pass from page to
page, but from mantoman. . . .
There is death in the dictionary.” That
the Colonel's language has sucked up
feeding juices secreted for it in the rich
mother eaitth of common folk will be
seen on every page. Let us take at ran-
dom the communication of Jones Ken-
drick to his cousin Simeon Newsouse,
as to Sphrony Miller, Sim is a farmer
lad overshadowed by the overpowering
“ dirtionary use” of his Cousin Kendrick,
Sim has gune a wooin’ S'phrony. Ken-
drick hearing of this and urged by his
mother and sister, comes to the conclu-
sion that he would like to have 8'phrony
himeelf, This important fact he admits :
to Cousin Sim_in the foll wing choice
murset :  Sim I8 overseeing his bands on
the plantation Keadrick approaches and
is met by Sim. Kendrick speaks:

* Ma and sister Muria have been for
eéome time spectfied. They have both
heen guing on to me about S'phrony
Miller in 2 way and to an extent that in
sume circumstances might be called
wbstropolus, and to quiet their com-
acience I've begun a kind of a visitation
over there, and my mind has airiv at the
cunclusiun that she's a good, nice piece
of flesh, to use the expressions of a man
of the world, and society. What do you
think, Sim, of the matter under con-
sideration, and what would yon advise? |
like to have your advice sometimes, and
I'd like to know what it would be under
all circumstances and appearances of & |
osse wblcb,_as it stands, it seems to
huve, and it isn't worth while to conceal
the fact thut it does have a tremendous
smount of immense responsibility to sil
pariies, especially to the undersiyned,
relerring as is well known in books and
newspaper advertisements to myself.
Whuat would you say to the ahove Sim,
in all ita parts and parties ?” It may in-
torest the reader to know that Sim ac-
quieeced “in all its parts and parties”
aud that 8. Phrony became Mrs. Kin-
derick, while 8im tuok another mate. OfF
further interest to the imaginative young
woman is the fact, that Mrs, Rewsome
and Mr, Kinderick perishing a few years
later by some aort of quast-involuntary
but always lriendly movements, executed
in & comparatively brief time, 8. Phrony
and 8im becameone. Incalling Johnson
the Dean of Southern men of letters,
Stedman does not define hia position,
Page, the creator of Mame Chan, acd
one of the most talented of Southern
dinlect writers, negatively does so. In
an article that has literary smack, but
lacke critical perception, he rates him
below Miss Murfee, James Laneand Allen
Cnble, Thesc three writers Page pluaces
at the head of Southern writers of fiction.
Critics, nowadavs, will adduce no proof;
they simply affirm. The text of this
discrimination should be the exactness
of the character drawing, the life-like
reproduction of environments, and the
expertone-a of the dialect «8 a vehicle to
convey the local flavor. It will haruly be
gainsaid that Johnson knows his Geurgia
no less thun Cable knows Louisiana.
Johnson is & native of Georgia, the time
of life most susceptible to local impres-
sions was epent there, Cuble's boyhood
was otherwise. It will not be thought of
that in the painting of Creole life, Cable
has excelled the painter of Georgia life,
In the handling of dialect Johnson and
Harris touch the high water mark of
Southern fiction. It wasan old critical
dictum that an author to succeed must
be in sympatny with his suhject; this
may be aflirmed of Johnson. It is uther-
wige with Cable, and especialy wih
Lane, whoee Kentucky picturea are often
caricatures. Cable poses us the friend of
the colored man, His pose is dramatic,:

in aweeping over the old slave-holding

motives which so long held place in the

duys to cume, by the cheery ingle nook’
will a new generation live over in his’

for a bane to

elc., will not only have the akeleton, but.

recitations. We have & great love tor
chamuyions of every kind. The most of
Mr. Cuble’s pages deal with Crev'e life,
and fur that life he has no sympathy.
He paints it as essentinlly prgan, albeit
it was essentinlly Catholic. A pmire
makes him aniff the air and paw un-
graciously. The  ceremunies of the
church are so many pagan rites. Cible
belongs to the school that contemns
what it doed not understand. His pic-
turea of Crenle lite are untrue, and much
as they were in vogue some yesrs ago,
are passing to the borne of the furgiten.
Johneon, although a living Catholic, fund
of his church, and wedded to her every
helief, draws an itinerant preacher of the
Methodiste with as much entbusinsm
uud sympathy as he would the clergy of
his own church. He has no dislikes,
nothing that is of man, but interests
this sunny-hearted romancer of the old
South.

Strange as it may seem, the knowledge
of his wonderful power of story-telling
came late and in an accidental way. It
is best described in his own words,
“Story-writing,” said the Colouel, * is the
last thing for me in literature. I had
published two or three volumes on Eng-
lish literature, and in conjunction with &
friend had written & life of Alexander
Stephens, and also a book on Amerlcan
and Europesn literature, but had noidea
of atory-writing for monsy. Two or
three stories of mine had fonnd their
way into the papers before I left Georgia.
[ had been & professor of English liter
ature in Georgia, but during the war I
took a school of boys. 1 removed to
Baltimore and took forty boys with me
and continued my school. There was in
Baltimure, in 1870, a periodical called
the “Southern Magazine.” The fhirst
nine of my Dukesburough Tales were
contributed to that magazine. These
fell into the hands of the editor ot
Harper's Mugazine, who asked me what
I got for them. I said not & cent, and he
wanted to know why [ had not sent them
to ham. “Reelus Peelers Conditions”
was the first story for which [ got pay.
It was published in the Century, over
the signatmre of Philemon Perch. Dr.
Holland tuld M. Gilder to tell that man
to write under hisawa name,adding that
he himself had made a mistake in writ
ing under a pseudonym. Sydney Lauier
urged me to write, and eaid it [ would
do 80 be woanld get the matter 1n print
for me. So he tovk “Rrelus Peelers
Conditivnm,” and it brought me eighty
dollars. I wes surprised that my atories
were gonsidered of any value. I with
drew from teaching ubuut six years agu,
and 8inoe that time have devoted myselt
to authordnip. I have never put a word
in my boul: that [ have not heard the
people use, and very few that [ have not
nsed myself. Poweltom, Gu, 15 my
Dakesboromgh. I was born fourteen
miles {rom there.

Ot the femule characters that I have
crented, Miss Doolana Lines was my
favonts, while Mr. Bill Wil iams is m)
favorile amang the mule characters, |
started Doolans to make her mean and
stingy like her father, but I hadn’t writ-
ten a page bofore she wrenched hersell
out of my hands. She said to me, I am
A woman, and yon shall not make me
meuan,” Thes ) stories are all of Geoargia
%8 it wxs befi we the war. In the hill
country the i astitution of slavery was

—

ROOT AND BRANCI,
. thepol on in your blood, however it
may ba ve come or whatever shape
it mag bo taking, Is cleared away
. by Dr, 1 “lerce's Golden Medical Dis-
covery, IU's a remedy that rouses
every on Jan into heaithful ac:t:mn(i
purifies o 2d enriches tho blood, an
through 1 & cleanses and Invigorates
the whols, ystem., Salt-rheum, Tef~
ter, Eczern LEryslpelas, Boils, Car-
buncles, I ged Glands, and the
worst Scra. {ulous Sores and Swell-
ings, are pa ‘fectly and permanently
cured by 1 &
> ardinary Spring med-
id.g;lig: ! nm;‘ wparillas, the ** Discov-
ery” wor kses)ually woll aball seas-
ons, All the yaarround and inall
cases, it 1 B q:a-antccd,_as no other
blood me dicine Is. If it ever fails
10 benefi } or cure, you have your
money b sk, 'Tou pay oaly for the
good you ,geb.,
Isn't it psate 1o say
blood -p grifier can
good 1"

that no other
be ‘just as

s

IL {1 rove, wouldn't i besold sod
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It Jends & charm to his New England

very different from what it was in the
rice region or near the onast. Do you
know the Gergin negro has five times
the sense of the Suuth Carulind negro?
Why? Because he hus always been near
his mmaster. and their relations are closer.
My futher's negroes loved him, and he
luved them, aud if & negro child died
upon the place my mother wept for it.
Some timo agu [ went Lo the old place,
and an old negro c.me eight miles,
walked all the way, to see me.

He gut to the ho 8e beforu five o'clock
in the morning, and opened the shutters
while I was usleep. With a crv he
rushed iuto the room. “Qh, Mussa
Dick.” Wae cried in each other’s arms.
We had been boys together, One of my
glaves is now a bishup—Bishup Lucius
Holsey, one of the most eluguent men in
Geurgla.” These charming bits of auto-
biography show us the sterling nature of
Mulcolm Juhnson, a nature at once
cheerfulful, kind and loving. It is_the
ubject of such natures, in the pessimisiic
waylares of life, to make friends, illum-
inating them with sunshine and tickling
them with lsughter. Onlysuch a nature
could have wriiten : . .

“There is smung mankind & respect
for friendship that may be named almust
ugique. There i3 no term that ludicates
pititulness like friendless. Fur rare as
may be the friendships that are reason-
ably cemented, and that coniinue long
faithful and fund, yet how few 80 poor.us
not to have one or more whom they may
justly onll friends. To no condition of
numan life do not friendships of sume
gsurt seem to have a nece-sity peculiar to
themsslves, ditfering from and independ-
ent of that pertaining to other cun-
ditions. The possessin of wives aud
ohildren, the possession or pursuit of
riches, power and honuor, seldom or ever
are satisfuctory without the added pus-
session of friends, The divisions that
Iriendships allow in {elicmea, the sulace
they impart in miseries. are unlike those
in sny other relution, Perhaps cuses of
tnis are their calmness, shelr Compara-
vive freedom from eagerness—Lhtngsthat
reunder communion smong those who
feel them, whether often or seldoms to-
gether, whether dwelling near or remote,
0 practicable and even.”
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Free Trip to Chicago.

Separate W-0-ik=trt)-% t'= v=1-if and use
the letlers to spoil as many words 88 you oan
by ustug the letter, an mauy timed A% you wish,
cliber backwards or forwards, but not use «he
sume larter in makinog auy one word more
times Lhaa (L appears la * World's Fawr.”

Lo in suid suoveucty flve small English words
can be wpelled currectly from Lhe _ten lellers
conlaloed in “World’s Fair,” Example:—
Waud, walf, soar, id 1 eie. Ifyon dre goud at
word-muking you onn secure s FItKIK trip to
the World’s %‘u\r rud return, as Tiie Neotl deed
Company will pay all vxpenses,including B.R.
fure, Batel bdls, kedmlsdiond W the Columnmaa
Expodition,and $50.0 in cash for lncideptal
eXpenses, to the first person abie ww make
seventy words from the lelters contained in
swWorlds Fair,” a~ above, Tney will al-o give
aFREE T'RI” Lo the World's Falr and re-
wrn with $25 00 (or tlocldeutal eXpenes, O
1he Hrat persou xendlng sl1Xiy words &y abuve,
They will alvo give a FREK TItHi* w the
World’s Fair and return [with.ut cash tor
incldentnl expenses] Lo Lhe ticdl person sendiug
fny-Ave words.

To the first person sending Aty words will
bu glven $50 (U 10 cash Loward pay1ng exprnses
to the Warld's Fair ; 10 Lthe trat sendtog toece
words will e glven $25.00 In cash tuward« pay-
'ng eXpeukes to the Wo.ld's Fair, Lo each of
the firdt five persons sondlug thicwy five
words will be given $10,00 to casb, and to each
ui 18 Brat ien sending vhirty words will be
glven §5.00 in cash,

Ouly vue prize will be awarded to the same
person.  Write your nams on list of words
(numhered] and euclose lhe wame post-pad
wl b ten throg-cent stampn (Or 4 IRFEY preluage
ot vur Chulce English Cottage Gurden Flower
Seedd.

Tue combiuation includes the latest and
most popular Boglisn fluwers of  endiess
varieties [sume us will e contalned in the
elaborate exhibit of Eupgllsh Bowers al the
World's Fair

‘This»*World’a Fair" Contest will be care-
ful y and conseienviously conducled snlely for
the purpase of latredacing our business  You
will recelve the BIGGESL value in flower
aseeds ever uffered, and {(you ave nble Lo muke
a good 1ist of wurds aud ADAWer prompily you
will have & flrst-class opporianity tu necure f
free trip trom your home to Chicuio and
returu

We are spending a large amount of money to
atureour trade this seasou, and wani your
trlnt order. You will be more then gratitied
with the result, Nend to-day, and address

rHE SCOTL SEED COMPANY ., Torvnto,
canada.
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GovER¥ESS: When [ was your,age [
could answer any question in geography.
Erhel: But you torget that you hud a
different governess.

e Aty
Get the Best.

The public are too intelligent to pur-
chase a wortless article asecond time, on
the contary they want the best! Pnysi-
cian are virtually unanimous in saying

?
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Scott’s Emnlsions is the best (orm of

God Liver Oil. ' 80-2



