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SCULPTURE IN ENGLAND,

Was there ever a period in the history cf English art which

promised a bright day tu native sculpture ? Il was to perpetuate

an adfirmative answer to this question that Lady Chapel, at St.

Peter's Abbey, Vestminster, which contains the shrine ofHenry
VIL's tomb, was erected at the beginning of thesixteenth, end has

been suffered to exiet till nearly the middle of the nineteenth cen-

tary. For the previons 400 years the arts of writing and ilUmina-
tion, of carving and tapestry, of painting and sculpture, had been

-systematically and liberally encouraged and sauccessfully culuvat-

ed in England. The twelfth century had hardly closed when the

magnificent and tastefui scuiptures which still adora the west

front of the cathedral of Wells were executed by native artista.

At that time-the cathedral of Amiens, the home of French sculp-
ture, and the cathedral of Orvieto, the pride of Italy, laid no ex-

istence. Cimabue, the restorer of painting, wvas hardly ot of his

cradle, and Nicolas of Pisa Lad but counenced the practice of

an art laivhich his Tomb of St. Dominic, at Bologna, has ren-
dered him su celebrated. The sculpture of Egypt existed 1000

years in a state of progressive advancement, and fron the dawning
cf art in Greece until it was engulphed in Rome, a period of 900
vears wNas allowed for the gradual developtment of the sculptor's

power. Wbat hopes, then, night not have been entertained of

English art, had the three periods, of which the first began with

Wells and ended with Westmuinster, been suffered to elapse with-

ont interruption, and in the continued practice and encouragement
of dtatuary ?

It must be conceded (hat the love of higi art is not native, nor
has it ever been, perha.ps Lthe passion of this people. The works

of the Britons in imitation of Roman art, even in columns and

teusellated pavements, are poor in design, and of no high cha-

racter in execution ; but it inst he rememnbered that the school

existed little more tlian 200 years : for a century ai the beginng i
and end of the establishment of the Roman period in Englarnd,
is not eoo mach ta allow for an entire absence of British co-opera-
tion, above the line of mere labour. The statues and enrichaed

altats of that period are barbarous, and are often hardly distin-
guishable from the rude effigies of the Saxons in the tenth and

the Normans in the eleventh century ; but the rapid progress of a

'aste for Roman refinements, and the general diffusion of imitative
art-of temples, and baths, and altars, and edifices of various
character-is remarkable, when contrasted with the torpor of
Egypt when the Ptolemies fell, the apathy of Greece when ab-
sorbed in Rome, and the deathfal repose of tIaly after the in.'
burat of the Barbarians. We must not forget either that Lthe
teachers of art to the Britons were notprofessors, but legiunary
soldiers, ill instructed, and incapable of iieucating, by their

.coarse practice, the principles of art. These things consldered,
and allowing for a burial under the earth for upwards of foorteen

centuries, the rude efforts of the British sculptor are very wonder-

ful works indeed. They have been found in greatest quantity in
the Roman province of Valentia, along the lina of the Roman
wall., and .probably the most important collection of these works
is to bc found in the museum of the Antiquarian Society of New-
castle-on-Tyne.

They were all foreigners who ministered to the taste and'
pride of the Saxon prelates ; they were skilled in architecture,

but their use of sculpture was limited and impure. The British
converts ta Christianity were content to wonder a the creations
ef art, and gazed with mingled awe and indifferenceon the romains

of Roman art, on the works of the foreigners, who adorned their
churches, and on the taste and skill of the Normans, who used
them slavishly in the formation of their great works. Yet the
atrangely sculptured obelisk, called Sweno's Stone, near Elgin,
and the richly carved monusental atones near Brechin, and ai
Meigle, are probably of this period.

From the Third to the Eighth Henry, however, was the period
of Ezglisb sculpture, and the profusion of statues which existed

just before the Reformation can hardly b believed. Edifices,
domestic and ecclesia'stical, were adorned with them, and with
them were the way-side shrine and frequent cross enriched.
Many thousande remain te this day. There are more 'statues in
lenry VI.'s chapel, the produce of one period, than hatU been
produced in all England, during the last twenty-6ve years. Ilt
was in 1533 that [Henry VIII. ordered the removai froms thse
charcheas of all imagea which had been worshipped, or to
which idle pilgrimages had been made ; and in 1541 the

Duko of Snmerset conmmanded all statues or pictures, and
"1 images," to be thrown down and destroyed, without diu-
incion; but, even in 1650, the work of desolation was far

froma complte ; for theon thse puritan cosucil commanded thie
destruction of thse crosses, thse greatest ornaments of England
at thse period ; and, notwithstanding thse wide-spread rage of
destruction, tihe freedom granted to every mian ho destroy or
take away, the. positive commando cf authority to waute and spire
not, aud alhboughs this iconoclastic spirit bad been maintained for
qewards of 100 yearu, thousands of statues still survive the iu-
diocriminauing perseention and the blind rage of' destruction to
which a4 thu enurk of at were subjected. What then msit

have been their multitude? and, as we have a right te suppose1
that the inost idolized were the most ce!ebrated, and at leaut, in
all probability, the best wrought ; and, as these were certainly
the first dèstroyed ; how able musti have been the Englisti chisel,
when the works we now su , nch admire were, of course, vastly
inferior to those which, on accouct of that very superiority,
perished in the irat assault !

As no great good is unaccompanied by evil, so the lighit
of the Reformation was greatly darkened by this barbarous cru-
sade against all that was great in art. The staturist led tu
countries where his humanising craft was not proscribed, and

foreign lands now taunt Englaad with thb works of her banished

chiildren. The appeal tu reason had overthrown the empire of the
imagination, and the affections were chilled in the process. It is
to be regretted that a wast.e of the accumulation of years, and a

check to the progress of the fine arts, such as they may never re-
cover, werethe result.

It is true that the sculpture of that day was not the great--thie
abstract-the ideal. Portraits of kings, and queens, and sainte,
and celestial or infernal personages, thetelling of a tale, or the
unfolding of anallegory, were thesubjects most in use. Yetitwas
so with the ancients also. •History and mythology were the ele-
ments of the arts. The heathen temple and the Christian church
were consecrated to similar ideas on sinilar principles ; and the
architecture, and sculpture, and painting, which adorned them,
differed only intheir degree ofcultivation, in the circumstances of
climate, and the greater or less civilisation of the people. The
remains of the fifteenth century, if studied with a liberal spirit,
and the due allowance made, will bear comparison with what la
left of Greece and Rome. The chaste severity and clear under-
standing of 'the antique, founded on a more perfect science and

a more wisely directed study of nature, vould be souglht in vain
among the great works of the West in the niddle age ; but the
latter are equally true to their destined purpose, and net less pro-
ductive of their intended effect. Their principles, although less
pure, are equally well understood, and no less rigidly applied
and in variety and profusion, and the rnagnificence of combination
and contrast, they excel. The progress of sculpture in England
was interrupted just when it began to aspire after excellence, and
when it had attained the first step in the progress to perfection.
As anatomy and geonetry began to be studied, and experimnental
science diffused, the mechanical excellence and the poctie imagi-
nation of our sculptors would have been directed to the perfec-
tion of form, and with critical knowledge would hava come purer
taste and more correct judgment, and a Banks and a Flaxman
*oukl have found ali prepared that they had to create for them-
selves. The Rysbachs and Roubilliaca, who engrossed the little
employment offered in England to the sculptor from the Refor-
mation to civil war, were unequal to our own Cibber ; and no-
thing worth the name of art, either foreign or domestic, was pro-
duced among as till Banks, the firet fruits of the Royal Academy,
having escaped the vitiated taste of the then prevailing school of
Bernini and Puget, drank at the pure fountain of Michael Angelo
and, although ungifted with great geulus, produced works of
classic taste and fine feeling, such ne may be said to have began
the restoration of art in England. Flaxman was incomparably his
superior. The Shield of Achilles, at the British Museuni-the
Venus and Capid, ai Mr. Knight's, in Portland Place-the Fury
of Athanus, at Iekworth louse, Suffolk-his Cephalus and Auro-
ra, at Mr. [Hope's-and, above all these, Michael and Satan, ati
Petworth,-have secured to his fame an immostality, whicl the
pptient industry, indomitable enggy, simplicity, and benevolence,
that set off in their true light his great talents, emiinently deserve.
Flaxman did not accru t be employed by Wedgeweod in suggest-
ing forme for bis various vessels of earthenware-a truly classie
occupation. Ie served the princely mierchants trading to the
East ladies, and found in them tasteful and liberal patrons ; the
nobles failed not in some degree, although certainly not to the due
extent, to enrich their mansions with his works ; and, attthe lat-
ter end of his career, the royal favor promised him a wider field
of exertion, and a nobler foundation for his well-earned fame ;1
but the nation and·the goverament, as bodies, were alike indiffer-
eut to his talents or the glory of encouraging thein ; and the peo-
ple possess none of Iisworks, except his monuments in the
churches. Among these, the inost remarkable are the monuments
of Nelson, Hlowe, and Sir Joshua Reynold, in St. Paul's ;"of1
Lord Mansfield and JoLhn Kemble, in Westminster Abbey. Hiad

England possnessed a Perices, sheo might in her Flaxman have
found a Phidiars: but George III. had ne idea of sculpture ; and
hLis successor, <hougla well-inclined towards <ha arts, from his mu-
nificent and somewhat fastid ions spirit, was miserably devoid of
taste. In his reigns much was donc and spent; and haud equal
pains been taken te do well and lay out wisely, architecture and
senîpture would have advanced indeed. To work for Su. Pa's,
in msemnory cf the heroes of his country, ws now the puivilege of
the Eaglish sculptor ; but opportanity and inspiration were con-
trolled by narrow views and limited means : few works posses..
iag a character of true greatness are found within those wulls.

Th elcause of this fiailure was, perhaps, the absenco of all fors-

the national monuments. Huad sch as ma Flaxman been en-

gge tfuam a ga pla whc s1fleh grndually carried out.g8ged tu gru i UAU r.u - -.- _ ---- I

for the adornment of St. Paul'%, and the dommremorAtion of the

war and our victories, the pettinesu and absurdities which degrade
both might have been avoided. lad not(the Capella Sistini bepa
placed at the diaposal of3lichaet Angelo, that boast of modera
art would nover have existed : but example is lott upon us. Tho

absence of any Sdile power-the want, perhaps of a minister f
publie works in England, prevents in great measure, the dee-
lopment of any grand idea. What we resolve te do is doe't
once by individuat means : and, the steady pursuit-for long
years, and under changing goverament-of one establisbed plan,
either in architecture or the sister arts, is barely known. Lately,
a botter spiri han arisen in street architecture, whichWill doubs-
less have its effect on sculpture ; but, t einsure the accomplisw
ment of any great work, the supremacy of one directiig mind
mnust never bc disputed. IHad Sir Chritoplher Wren been ai-
lowed to carry out his plan of improvements in the cty-nd
still more, had ho lived later with that power, every year adding
its portion.to the pre-arranged work, and every new eroction hap-
pily subordinate to the gencral effect,-the many pleasing parts
would have tended te one magnificent whole, wbich would now

have beea developing its beauty.

Tu bc continuad.

STORMING 0F SERINGAPATAM.

DET WO TIPPOO SAID.

From Sir James Alexander's LIMt of the Duke or Wellington.

The breaching battery, on the morning of the BOth, was open-

ed on the bastion. Upon the 2nd of May, another battery was
established, in spite of the enemy'a fire, and played upon the cor-
tain te its right. Bota with the supporting battery, kept up a terri-
fic canr,onade, the thunder of wlhch reverberated loudly among the
hills, and seemed te shake buoth the fortresa and the camp, as the
shock fell heavily upon the wallu ; and, as if to render the effeet
complote, as described by an eyeo-witness, a magazine of rockets
suddenly blew up in( tie fort, ;ending the fiery devastation (à
and wide. Volumes of flames, burating with the loud crash,
pierced high into the sky, instantly illuminating the before darken-
ed hoaveus, and shooting their forked lightnings througlh the war-
clouded air. Upon the Bd of!May a practicable breach was at length
annonneed, in the fausse braye wall, and on the night of the
third, the main rampart became a heup, presernting only a yawn-
ing ruin. On the mnorning of the 4th the troops destined for the
stortn were placed in *he trenches before daylight, and ail con-
tinued silent for soume time within the city. The hour xed upon
for the assault was daring that sultry, overpowering heai of ithe
afternoon, when repose becomes almost a necessity, and the ex-
treme lassitude, peculiar to the elimate, creeps over ail the
senses. Scaling ladderi and ail other materials for the assault
had been early provided for; the beat berame intense, a blum-
berous silence hung upon the masy walls of the fortress, aud a
stillness, no legs awful was preserved in Iho trenche#. It wasat
this moment that the brave Sir D. Baird, addressing the men ho
was leading to the stormn, cried, "Ncow, brawe fellows, follow
me, and prove yourselves worthy the name of Dritish soldiers !"
A sudden rush from the trenchea broke the pervading calm ; it
was that of the forlorn hope as it hastened forward to open the
way, followed with equal alacrity by the column destined for its
support. The width and rocky channel of the Cauvery, its ex-
posure to a hot fire, the imperfect brench, added te the strength
of the place and the courage and skill of its defenders, presented
obstacles, such as only tihe force and courage of bis men could
have justiied au able commander in attempting te overcome. But,
regardless of a tremendous fire, the troops, rashing througb the
bed of the river, reached the opposite bank, and in less tban ten
minutes the British colours were planted on the surmmit of the
breach. la a few more, it was thronged with men, who, filing
off right and left, by General Baird'a directions, entered apoa
the ramparts. In fact, the fortress War won. Meantime, Tippoo
Sultan had displayed greater valor and resolution than skil. HNe
had neglected to cut a trench so as ut insulate the angle of the
fort in which the breach had been effected, and the ramparts were
soon cleared.

That morning he had risen early, as usual, and went to visit the
cuter ramspart, from which he could observe what was passing on
both aides. There he remnained till noon, whens he took his cns-
tomary repast under a pandal or awning. Having left strict os-
dors wviths Meer GofITr, a favourite officer, to keep a strict goard,
he had scarcely left the spot before he was informied thsat Meer
Goffar was killed by a cannons bail. "Weli," he replied,
" Meer Goffar was never afraid of death ;" and directng his, at-
tendant.s. o.od his carbinea, ho instantly ordered the troop fan-
der arms. Hlaatening towards the. broech, ho met hie troopIl
flight, and saw the van of the. aseilante scaling the. walla. B.
tried to rally the fugitives, bath by his voie and euample, re-
peatedly aring on the t roops as they mouunted the. bremek. AI-
most alone, he retreated fa the unorth samparts,whoer ureed
by numubers of his bravest troops, he co.dntid to dise.e the
traverses orne afIer anther, asuiste bay th. etUedn fi,'Aw


