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pany_the grand procession on the festival of Corpus Christi.
And, therefore, that upon the well established principle that
allegiance is due to protection, the clergy could not teach that
neutrality was consistent with the allegiance due to such am-
ple protection as Great Britain had shown the Catholics of
Canada.

*The judicious and liberal policy of the British government
to the Catholics had succeeded in inspiring them with senti-
ments of loyalty, which the conduct of the people and the
public bodies of some of the united colonies had served to
strengthen and confirm. It was remembered, and stated to
the Rev. Mr. Carroll, that in the colonics whose liberality he
was now avouching, the Catholic religion had not been toler-
ated hitherto. Pricsts were excluded under severe penalties,
and Catholic missionarics among the Indians rudely and
cruelly treated. Ilis explanation that these harsh measures
were the result, in a gicat part, of the laws of the royal
government, did not satisfy the Canadians of the favorable
dispositions of thosc who, though prompt and valiant in de-
fence of their political rizhts, had never manifested a corres-
pondent scnsibility in support of the sacred vights of con-
science when Catholics were concerned.  The friends of the
royal government had assiduously pointed vut inconsistencies
between the address of the continental congress to the people
of Great DBritain and that address to the pcople of Canada.

“ By the ‘Qucbec act,’ passed by parliament, it was provi-
ded that his majesty’s subjects professing the religion of the
church of Rome, of and in the said province of Quebec, may
have, hold, and enjoy the frec exercise of the religion of the
church of Rome, &c., and that the clergy of the said church
may hold, receive, and enjoy their accustomed dues and
rights, with respect to such persons only as shall profess the
said religion. They were also excused from taking the oath
required by the statute of 1. Elizabeth, or any other oath sub-
stituted by other acts in the place thereof, &c.



