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eus and evîl force whicli Anitony Fer-
i-ara controlled was being focused
upon him!

Slighit souxids fromn time to time
disturbed the silence; axid to, these lie
listexied attentively. 11e longed for
the arrivai of bis father-for the
strong, calmi couxisel of the onie maxi
i England fitted to cope witli the

Bell1 Thixig whidh had uprisexi in their
xildut. That he had already been sub-

jected to Borne kind of hypxiotie În-
f¶uence, lie was unable to, doubt; anid
'havixig been once subjected to this in-
fluence, lie miglit at axiy moment (it;
was a terrible reflection) fali a -vie'-
tim to it agarn.

Cairxi directed ail the energies of
bis mind to, resistance; ill-defixied re-
lectionu must at ail cosa he avoided,
for the braixi vaguely employed lie
knew to be more susceptible to attack
than that directed in a weil-ordered
cliaxnel.

Clocks were chîing the hour-hie
did not know wliat heur, nor did lie,
seek te learn. 11e feit that lie was at
rapier play witli a skilled axitagoniat,
and that to glaxice oside, however mo-
mexitarily, M'as te lay liimself open to
a fatal tÉrust.

lie liad not moyed from, the table,
,so that only the readîng-lamp upoxi
it was liglited, and maucli of the rooma
la>' i laf éhadow. The slkexi cord,
coiled snake-llke, was close to, bis left
haxid; the revolveýr #as close to bis
riglit. The muffled roar of traffEc-
dlminislied, since tlie houx, grew late
-reached hisecars as lie sat. But
xxthing disturbed the stillness of the
court, and nothig disturbed the Stil-
ness of the room.

The' notes wliieh lie had made i
the. afternooxi at the Museum we-re
Stijl spread open before -him, and lie
gsddenly elosed the book, fearful of
axjything calculated to distract him
frein the xnood of tense resistance.
Hi. 11f., anid more than bis life, de-
pended upon his successfully oppos..
ing the insidioxis forces whieh beyoud
doubt invisibly surrouuded that

phyNsical, nor is it entirely moral; a
courage oftexi laeking In the mlost iný-trepid soîdier. Axidts -,vas the kind
of courage whieli Robert Cairi 11(w
called up to has aid. The oceuit in.-
quirer van face, uixioved(, horrors
whidli would tuiru the brain of mnaxiy
a maxi wlio wcara thie V.C.; ont the,
other haxid, it is que(sionaýble if the
posses.-sor of this peculiar type- o!
bravery couild face a bayonet chiarge,
Pluck of the physical sort Calrn Lad
in plexity; pluck of thiat more subtle

kind lie wvas acquiring fremn growing
intiniacy witli thc terrors ef thle Bor-
derland.

"Wlio's there?"
Hie spoke the words aloudf-and the

eerie sound o! bis own vToice addedl a
new dread to the enivelopinig sao

Ilis revolver g-rasped in his hanid,
lie stood up, but slowly and eauitioiis-
]y. in order that his ownmoe nt
miiglit not prevent buxui f romn haring
any repetitioxi o! that whichlihad oc-
casioned lis alarmn. And wliat hiad
occasioned thus alarin?

Eilier lie was become. agaixi a vie-
tim of the straxige trickery whidli al-
ready had borne him, tiioxgli net
physicailly, frorm Fleet Street to tlie,
secret temple o!f~dxi or witli bis
iaterial senses lie lad detected a seft

rapping ipoxi the. door o! his reom.
lie knew tliat his outer door wams clos..-
ed;- lie knew that tliere was ne one
else in lis chambera; ydt lie had board
a souxid as of knuekles beating upeit
the panels e! the. door-tie elosed
door o! the. rooa lin whlcb lie st!

Standing upriglit, lie turned deluib-
eratel>', and faced in that direction.

The. liglit peuring out from be-
neath the shade of the, table-lamp
scarcel>' tonelied upon the. door at &IL
Oui>' the. edges o! the. lower panel%
were clearly perceptible; the. upper
part o! the. door was niasked i green-
ish shadow.

Intexit, tensel>' strung, ha stool;
then advanxced ln the direction of the
switcli in order te light the. lamp flxed
above the mantlepieee and te ilumn


