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Before another issue of The CaNanian
DrugGist reaches its readers another
year will have closed. and a new year as
well as the beginning of a new century
will have dawned upon us. In closing
this volume it is not our intention, nor
do we feel that it is necessary, to say
much about ourselves, or our wellkept
promises, or, it may be, our broken
pledges. We have faithfully endeavored
to work for the best interests of tha diug
trade of Canada, and our readers are per
haps the best judges as to whether our
efforts have been properly directed, and
whether the results have been satisfactory.
But before entering upon a new volume
we bespeaks a ready ear from our friends
and trust to have many willing re-
sponses.

Although pharmaceutical editors kuow
a great deal, or st least pretend to do so,
they do not * know it all” and we want
to bespeak the co-operation of several
thousand druggists and drug clerks
throughout this country in telling what
they know of their fellow-druggists. If
every druggist and drug clerk would but
send In for publication, one item alone
during the year, giving the result of some
experimental work or something which
came under his notice that he thinks
would be of benefit to pharmacy at
large, what a mass of useful information
would begathered and what a help nught
be given, it might be to some perplexed
member of the Craft who was groping
for just such information as his brother
druggist had at his disposal.

‘There is no reason why we should
not receive a hearty and willing response
to this request. Let every druggist look
upon it as his duty to the members of
that profession ot which heis a member,
to do what he can to the advancement
of pharmacy and enlightenment of Ius
cmireres.

We thank all our readers as well as
contributors for their help duting the

past year, and to all our friends we wish
A Merry Christimas and a Happy aad
Prosperous New Year.

Stock Keeping.

An o'd drug traveller states that com.
paratively few druggests advpe a definnte
system of stock keeping, and that as a
result bat few pharmacies are stocked as
they should be for the requirements of
dhar owners, Constdenng tha every
druggist has ample time at us disposal 1o
cuable hin to become (ully conversant
with every detail of his stock, such a
statement, comng from ong who s> 1 a
position to judge well, casts 2 senous re.
flection upon the good judgment and
business capacity of druggists as a body.
It has been said that druggists, as a rule,
though intelligent, are not good business
men, but in the conduct of such an -
portant detail as stock-keeping we dishke
to see the statement venfied.

He claims that some do not keep a
want bouk at all, merely depending upon
their memories to guide them when the
traveller calls, and that in come instances
he has been obliged to go through stock
himself 1o gather hus order.  Such a con.
dation of affairs 1s mexcusable, and could
not but arouse the suspicion of a wide-
awake traveller that his customer must
sooner ot later come to grief.  In z bua.
ness such as this, where every druggist is
obhiged to keep alarge number of anicte»,
and only a very Lhanted quantity of each,
the closest atiention to stock-keeping 1s
imperatively necessary. A want bock
must be kept ; cach salesman should he
oblged to enter stock that he immed:-
ately handles and that he notices 15 got-
tng, low.  In adduion to this, the pro.
prictor or clerk should glance through
stock cvery morming to note that wan's
have not been neglected.  1£ this is faut..
fully done, there is then no occasion to
be cither continually borrowing from a
neighbor or adviting custoners that you
are just out.  ‘The man who can’t afford



