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MUNICIPAL 1

CREOSOTED WOOD BLOCK PAVE-
MENTS.*

(CSicluded )

The specificatons were thens changed,
providîng for the heartwond ol the
long leaf southern yelloîv pine, wiîb
the bloc.ks 4 in. wide, 4 in. deep svith
the grain of the wood and impreg-
nated %vith ten pounds of the best
quality or creosote oit. These blocks
were laid in the manner absive de.
scribed, except that a space of fromn 1 to 2
in. (according to the %vidîth of the sreîs)
wvas leit bet'veen the curb and the blocks
for exprinsion. This space was filled wvith
dry sand and covcred over with heated
paving pitch. The interstices were partly
filled wvith fine, dry sand and the street
surface roiled to a smiooth surface belore
covering ivitit beated paving pitch and top
dressing wNith fine grave! or screenings.
in no insýtance bave wve had any trouble
on any of these streels from the blocks
bulging. The surface of these streets is
as smooth as a floor, and bas a soit brown
color that is resîful to the eye. Under the
heaviest traffic no %veir is as yet notice-
able and the streets are in perfect condi-
tion. The oidest is about tbree years oid.
It appears thdt the dirt ofîthese pavements
does not grind into such fine dust as il
does on lie asphaît and consequently is
nol as tinsanitary nor annoying. The
cost of cleaning is iess tharu brick or as-
phai, for the reasan that wve do not have
to cle.in as often. WVe often hear com-
plaints of the lieat that cornes from as-
phaît on hot days. This dots not seemn
to be common îo the woad, but one quai.
îly that scems to be preerninent is noise-
lessness. 1 înink that people pay more
attention to this quality, of late years,
than lhey used ta ; in fact, îlîey now
often deniand il, whereas, when I was
a younger nman, people wvould speak of it
as desirable, but were nol willing to be
assessed anyîhing extra on that account.
We feel that the creosoted wood bloc],
pavement is a success from every point o!
viewv. WVe believe that, constructed of the
material wve are using (or other strong
wvoods, lîke beech, tamarack, red or yel
losv fir), properiy creosoteri, using first-
class quality o! creosote wvîîhout adulter-
alion, that tbe pavement is more durable
ihian asphaît and brick and nearly as dur-
able as granite. It certainly bas met witb
an enthuistic receplian in th*s city, as is
testifled 10 by the great dernand for ti.
WVe have conîracîed for about three limies
as rnuch tItis year as we have for asphait.'
There is practically no demand for stone
or brick in this city except for alcys.

Paper rend bcf.ýrc the American Society for Muni.
ipamp-ovements by M. A. Down*ng, Presilent

Î21r, of Public Wotlcs, of indiaapolis, d

\Ve have not adoplcd the European
meîlîod of spacing te blocks bons a qomar.
ter 10 a liait inch aparl and filling theni
widb portland renient groul, but 1 irn nul
sure iliat, their pTactice is flot prefesable.
WVe Ib ive found up ic0 ibis lime that aur
prescrnt praclice is good and our engineer
besbitates to dcpart from ii, althntîgh 1
must sny thiat %%lien the blocks are driven
s0 closcly îýngellîcr iî is next to impossible
10 gel any fiîîed in the joints. This nîay
causse swelling Inter, althougli 1 hardly
think so.

We have thtîs far not foiioîved the
caininon European practice of mnak-
ing thte surface o! dit concrete per-
fectly smnonîh and laying the blocks
dtrectly ihiereon, but have inîrodîîced the
i intch cushion of sand. But if we are
caîled upon la pave heavy tr,îffl sireets
we wviIl probably do so, as experience in
bot% London and Paris bas shown ilhat
te practice bas been succcssful, as the
Rite de Rivoli, over wvbîch pass 42,000
vehicles per day, and King Wîlîiani Si.,
the hý:aviest in London, are both paved
with wood in th-it way. Few people
undersîaLnd the efficacy o! creosoting;
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why %he Nvod stems hattder, totigber, nna
more duîable. It issiniple. Wood dried
t0 ta per cent. mioisture his about dqtible
the pawver to resist crtisl'.ng and abrasion
tbat it has if very wct. ln ciiosnîîng,
the sap and moistître are removed and the
heavy oil (creosole) whicli repels inoistîre
becomes encysted in the fibre of the svood.
\Vhen snow and raits lie on the pavement
they miay get 10 some extent int the celIb,
but not to any great extent int dte fibre,
because tbey cassnot dispiace the nti;
lience thec fibre reniains dry, intI, of course,
relaîns ils strength. The uncrcosoted
wvoad pavements wear doubly as muci tin
w~et weaîber as îîîey do in dry wedllîer.
This is nol true of the creosoted wvood
pavements for the teasons above given.

1 miight say a word in regard la cosl.
This %would probably vary accordmng la
the distance îhe blocks woîîld have to be
freighied. The pavement laid wviîh long
leaf yello\v pine blocks, 4 inches deep
îreated with ici lb. o! the best qualitv of
creosole oil per csîbic foot af wvood, laid on
a concrete foundation complete, and guar.
ranteed froin five la nine years, lias cost
us froru $2.1o 10 $:!.5c, per square yard.


