
MISSIONARY CAM1PAIONER.

- -The (;ovcrtllclt
is nominally ail ab-
sohîte monarchy, tic
King being assisted
by luinîstcrs appoint-
cd solcly by hiniscif.
'l'lepresent rnonarch,
the twcnty-eîgbiti or
thcYc dynasty, wbich
camle to tie thronc
ini 139., is an ami-
able, intelligent and

Sprogressive Sover-
eign, evidently (lesîr-
ous of tbe welfare
and Advancement of
bis country. AI-
tbougbi a Confuclin-
ist, bis Majesty bas
frcqucntly exprcssed

KING OF COREA. bis appreciation of
the work donc by tbe Protestant mnissionaries, ind less
than two years ago spoke to Bishop Ninide, of tbc Mcethodist
Episcopal Cbnrch, North, Il those niernorable words, wvich
the cburcbes cannot and must not forgeî, 'Send us more
teachers.'"

GRAD)ES 0F SOCIETYX.

The people miay be roughly divided into three classes:
The iipper, conmposed of officiais and tbe descendants of
such - the middie, consisting of merchants and others able
10 keep slaves and bire labor;- and the /ou'er, ernbracing ail
employed in any fornm of nianual work. To tbis class dis-
tinction is largely due the characteristic lack of industry,
together with its resultant inîpoverisbiment of lan.d and
people. 'l'lie highers orders look upon labor as debasing
and altogether beneantb tiir digiiy. For the Iowcr classes,
on the otber band, therc is littie elîeôuragenîent 10 work,
any acquirement over and above tbat necessary for a bare
subsistence being considered fair prcy for officiai seizure.

But a better day bans dawned. 'l'le tria*. referred to in
the following incident, nîuch less its result, would bave been
imipossibl. under the reio. - nf leven two years ago General
H-all, tbe Minister of justice, was one day last autumnl
passing, in bis chair, tbroughi tbe streets of Seoul, when a
ragged native stopped birn and presented a written coin-
plaint against tbe nvigistratc of Saîg-Yang. "Thbe complain-
ant belonged to tbc buniblest and lowest class of Corean
pensants , tbe magistrate %vas a mani iv cil known and influ-
enuial in the capital, backed and supported by some of the
highcst officiaIs. General Han, however, imimediately took
cognizance of the comiplinit, and b:îd the miagistrale, wbo
happened to be in Seoul, arrestcd. He !,ent to the distant
district for witnesse-s, and after a careful trial, the magistral e
was not only found guilty of baving most outrageously
robbcd tbe Iloor pensant under the guise of law, but also
of comimitting nîany otber extortions and robberies, and
ias forctèd 10 make full restitution 10 tbe pensant, con-

demiled tu receive a hundrcd blows and tu lx- inîj>risored
at liard labor for luec."

Coreans arc as a race distinct frum b( Ib tbe Chinese and
japanese. Ihey are taller tban the latter, and althougb not
so stalwart as the former, they bave a much more dignificd
bearing thanl etber. In appearailce, too, they are more
pepossessmg. Wc scldom sec anmong îhcrn any likeness
to tbe expressionless face of the Cineise. or the griinning,

uneven features of the japanlese. Fcw handsonie wornen,
however, are seen, and in striking contrast is thc strong,
erect and hard.visaged Corean housewvife with the diminu-
tive and sbuffling but cornely and bewitching Japanese
damiscl. AIl have long, straight black hair, and althougli
the mnen îîever shave, they have usually a tibm, dai mous-
tache and an Eastern-pointed beard.

DRESS.

TIhe native dress is unique, îlot only in color, but in cul.
AIl wlio cannot afford to dress in silk wear cotton or hemp;
but whatever the material, the color is invariably white-the
symiiol of mourning. Its universal adoption dates back,
tbey tell us, to a time rnany centuries ago, when several
successive kings died nt short intervals, and the people,
finding it impIossible to afford new mourning suits so often,
resolved to be always prepared for such a requirenient.
Now when a sovereigil dics the only change nmade is in the
head.drss-tbe ordinary black hat and heail.band being
replaced by white onles. The men ail wear enormously
baggy pants, folded about the waist and ankles and bound
fast with girdle and garters ; a short double.breasted jacket,
tied at the side with strings, and ovcr these a voluminous
starcbied coat, which reaches alnîost 10 the feet. Over this,
again, officiais often %ve- -a thin sleeveless coat, usually
dyed black, brown or blue. Mourners only arlt now privi-
leged t0 wear the large sîceves (pockcts) worn by aIl
"gentlemen" previous to the coming of the japanese army

in the summier of 1894. They were at that time ordered
t0 discard them witb a view t0 effacing at least one of the
signs of caste distinction. The o-dinary outer dress of
marricd women who h~ave borne children consists of one
or more short petticoats, ahl but concealing the pantaloons,
which terminale just below the knccs, and a short bodice
which covers the shoulders but leaves the breasîs entirely
exposed. T1he jacket worn by those who are tiot niothers
is longer, reaching down to where the skirts are bound
about the waist. The highieî class wonien wear overskirts
which touch the ground, so that their dress is not so very
différent tram that of WVestern women. The head-dress
varies with every rank and station of life. Court officiais,
soldiers, yamen-runners, mourners, etc., aIl wear -character
istic bats, but bachelors, coiliez, women and children wear
no Ilead-dress whatever. The head-band and hat most
commonly worn are delicate gauze-like structures, made,
according to the station of the wearer, of silk, horse-hair, or
bamboo finely fibrcd and painted black. The ha: resenibles
in shape that warn by WVelsh market-wives, although tbc
crown is slightly less conical. It is always lied beneath the
chin with ribbons or strings of beads.

LITERATURE.

The Coreans bave no literature in cheir own longue,
although thcy bave had for over four hundred years an
alphabet which is simpler and much nearer perfect than
our own. It has neyer, however, corne mbt general uise
and ver> few can rend. This is largel>' accouilted for by
tîxe tact that it is rcgarded with contempt by tlie haughty
but iîifluential literali, who, cnnsider that noîhing but a
knowledge of the Chinese ideograph, introduced fitteen
hundred years ago, constitutes education. The books of
Mencius and Confucius are as mucbi reverenccd and as
assiduously studied in Corea as in China, and it is not
too much to say that the whole social order of the kingdom
is purcly Chinese.


