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EDITORIAL
MEDICAL EDUCATION.

Much has been written and said upon the subjeet of medical edu-
cation. With all our collegres and hospitals and qualifyingy bodies, it is
botind to b a, live topie, and, lil<c tli poor, wiIl be over with lis.

One of the topivs of inuch interest is the degree of preliminary e(.11-
cation that should be imposed upon the student, prior to his entery upon
bis professional studies. ?4any think t bat an arsstanding shoul be
exacted. Thero can be no two opinions upon the subject. The degrce.
o4f grencrlal education should ho goo-1. It %vill be of the utmnost value to
the student irinself to be compeïk$d t-) posses-; a liheral knowledge of the
Lundamental subjeets of general culture. Suc-h knowled-ge %vill aidl hirn
throughout if e in bis distinctively profe;sît .nal 'itu dies.

It is incumbent upon collegresý to deman-l of their studtQnts a
becoming]ly highi standard of character. It is inuch better that astudfent
be arrested in the early part of hi-; icadlemnie career than that he be
allowed to proceed to a degree and tiien meut wvith failure, because o1'
some serious defect in bis character. The inedical profession should be
only for those who can do it honor. The Bri(ish Lancet a f ew year-s
ago contended. that the sifting in the first twvo years should be thorough.
and searchin.

The balance between the scientitic w'ork of tbe first two years andl
the cinical work of tbe second two years in Canada is as good as in any
other good counîtry in the world. Most of the provitices throughouit the
Domninion are adopting a five years' courisi of study-the first two to
the scientiflc subjeots, the second two to the practical and clinical
suibjects, and the fifthi year to hospital work or practice with a doctor.

\Vith regard to horspital experience t'here is roomi for inuch iruprove-
mient. It is the cry from most of the cities wvhere collegres are locattel
there is a dearth of niaterial. But it must be adlniittedl that muchl valu-
able material is not being utilized at ail. The inedical staff of the
medical collegres cannot possibiy also be the~ pliysicians and surg'eons, to
al bbchospitals. B&S' se:md h ap ~gxto atLua
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