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during labor, and a considerable o;ne in the early pIerperiniii.
le accentuates, mltoreover, the fact-but little recognized-that

in eclampsia, a sharp rise in the total leukocytes, as well as in
the polymorphonueluars, is to be expected. In sone cases, the
leukocytes have been as ligh as 45,000.

Dienst's studies on the ratios of the different albumins in
normal pregnancy, aud in eclanpsia, w'ere very thorougli. The
total "a1u)mnU conti" of the blood in 1on-)pregnant healthy
women was found to be 6.66 or 8.11 per cent.; the total albmin
content in healthy pregnant woien. 6.9 or S.2 per cent.

The ratio between lthe ser-lialbumîin and the sertum-globuilin,
in healthy non-pregnant woien, was 1.02 to 1.97 per cent. as
against 1.48 to 1.54 per cent. in healthy pregnant woien (no
change practically). The amoiunt of fibrinogen ii ni the non-
pregnant was 0.31 lier cent., while in the pregnant it was 0.45
per cent. (slight increase). In four eclampties examined, the
total albumnin per cent. of the blood-plasna vas found to be
sIqlily lower, viz., an average of 6.71 per cent., as against
7.64 per cent. (normaîl pregnant average). The loss was rather
more in the serumît-globulin than in the serumn-albunin. The
librinogen in three of the four eclamptics that lived, showed
a mrlk1ced increasc over the normal-pregnancy average, viz.,
0.53 per cent. In the case that died, the per cent. of fibrinogen
was lessened.

This .fibringn caunnot cone fron the fetal blood, as the
latter was found to contain less than the maternal. Dienst
believes that it must core froni the maternal swface of the
placenta, and offers the probable conclusion that eclampsia is
due to an or-ccumulalion of fibrinogen and fibrmn ferment in
Ithe blood.

Hie believr's that the inireased metabolie requivements of
pregnancy indice a hyperleukocytosis. with a resultant de-
struction of leukocytes, in excessively larg numibers. This
increased destruction of white cells liberates uiusual amounts
of fibrinoen and fibrin ferment.

'Dienst considers that the placenta is the seat of greatest
destruction of the leukocytes and it is in consequence in the
retropiacental blood that the greatest perceitage of fibrinogen
is to be founid. The fibrinogen and fibrin ferment are consid-
ered to have a pernicious effect upon the endothelial ini ng of
the smuall blood-vessels throughout the body, but especially ii
the liver, k-idneys, and brain. As soon as the body is unable to
cope -with this increase of fibrinogen and fibrin ferment, insuf-


