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profession strictly selfgoverned." Should the
medical profession approach the Legislature with
any degrece f unanimity, askirg for material altera-
tions in the Medical Act, no doubt their wishes
would deiand attention, and the Legislature^would
bc bound tu consider how far they might be acceed
to, haing due regard to the rights and interests of
all parties concerned. hie first and niost important
of these interests are those of the general public
outside of the profession. Then there follow to
be considerLd, the rigi ts and interests of thceneral
medical profession ; the rights and initerests of the
homoopathic section of the profession ; the ý ghts
and interests of the universities, and the rights and
interests of the medical colleges and the medical
students.

Ail these matters were carefully weighed w hen the
present legislation was enacted and the) will al]
require to be carcfully rcconsidered. It is probable
that a moderate increase in the number of turritorial
representatives might be made without serious
danger to any of the several interests above named,
but ail niaterial change beyond that would be
at least d.gerous and probably injurious to teCr)
one of those interests.

Whateer niay be said as to other professions or
occupations or trades, it is clearly not in the interests
of the general public that the medical profession
should be handed oi er entirely to itself, w ith power
to con'vrt itself into a close corporation or
monopoly, to make it difficult or nearly imîpossible
to oltain access to its ranks.

That the interest of the gencral profession itself
would be scrved by disturbing the present Mtdical
Act, is more than doubtful. There is perhaps no
country in the world wherc the professioi is in a
better position than it is in Ontario. W'e have
received a valuable franchise from the public and
are taxed nothing for it. Somc of us cven object
to pay towards the current expenses of thu profession
a paltrv two dollars-less than a cabman has to
pay for driung his hiack-and it is proposed to go
to the 1.egislature about it. Dr. Willians, in his
address to the Council in June last, said that w ien
you go to the Legislature for something you do not
know exactly what you will bring away. It might
occur, for instance, to Sir Oliver MoNat, if the pro-
fession applies for a larger franchise, to ask theni to
contribute a trifle to the public purse. This is

donc in other places, as recently n North Carolina,
where thc muedical profcssion were caich asked to
contribute $25 per annuni, in consideration of the
%aluable privileges granted tlcmî. I wonderwhat
kind of a fit the representati es of the Medical
Difence Association would lias c if they found some

provision of this kind in their amended 'Medical
Act.

Then, as to -the interests of the honocopathic
section of the profession. The) made large con-
cessions, and recciâed certain guarantees. Dues
anm one in the general profe,ssion wish to open up
that difficult natter again ? Are the lioniœopath-
ists prepared to assent to the proposals of the
Medical Defence Association? The circular of
the Association states that they now co-operate
with the schoolnien on the Council.

The universities and the Iedical schools have
no issue m ith the homu:opatlis , the general pro-
fession have an issue. Are the homeopaths ready
to liaiid thniseh es oý er to the tender mercies -of
the general profession, or will they ask to be rein-
stated with their old licensing powevr? It will be
well for the gencral profession to consider these
points.

There would also have to be considcred the
rights and interests of the uniersities. An)one
readiiîg the circular of the Medical Defence Asso-
ciation, who wâas not cognizant of the facts, w ould
suppose that the niedical profession had formerly
possessed entire control of medical education,
licensing, etc., that the limîited powers the univer-
sities now have, lad been " held for the last
twenty years on sufferance," that these powers had
been " usurped b> theim," that they had "intruded "
themselves wlcre they had no right, that they were
"occupying an intolerable position," were " treat.
ing a noble profession ungencrously," tc.

Now, tiiere is probably not one in a hundrcd
of the iedical profession ii Ontario who doues not
know that all this is directly opposite to the facts.
They know that prior to the formation of the
Mt-dical Council, the profesion neer had an>
-oice whateser in nedical education or liccens-

mng.
Beginning in about i82o, the Act, 59 George

III., provided that the persons entitled to practise
wcre those "duly authorized b) any uniNersity in
His Majesty's dominions, or those licensed by the


