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"Oid Printers Passlig Away."1

NORtWICH, CONN., Sept., 1877.
To the Edilor ofth fiscdieetatiy:

SiR,-As iny eye fell upop the above caption
in a late number of the Jl'iscellan, a feeling of
melancboly came over nie. "Passing awa.y,"
thougbt I, and how rapidly. My mnimd ran
back over the tbirty and mnore years of my con-
nection w~ith the craft, ani boîv nany ineniories,
both pleasant and saci carne rushing into niy
tFhoughts. A youth nt the case and the press, 1
soon learned to love the profession, deterninied
to give it my best energies anu i isest thoughits.
Passing on in the line of imiprovement and pro-
motion, I foumd at every stage and in every
position the need of cultivating the precepts so
heartily urged in-your article to contributors in
a recent mumber, not to Ilset dowm augfit iii
malice," but to consider a brother, ivitir a brcr-
ther's feelings as subject only to like temptations
and provocations witi nyseif.

IlPassing away." This is not alwvays the
saddest thougbt that comnes to me wvhen I hear of
a broth-r gone. I-Iow fiashfe Iived? How bas
Ire filled the mensure of bis useftiness? Thiere
is flot a craft or profession upon %vbicb lies
iveightier responsibilities than ours, and certinily
none offers a better field of discipline and cul-
ture. Intelligence is tfie first requisite for a
printer, a steady advanc.-ment in knowledge is
the indispensable resuit of bis pursuit, and the
profession itself, if followed in viewv of ail its
advantages, is an open doir to almnost any %valk
ilnlife. How many of the professions canicount
among their number those wvho bad their carli-
est and often best training in a primting office?
Ilse law, the ministry, tbe Echools, bave %vel-
comed this class to their duties and honors, antI
they have filled with credit fligir places ini public
tnist, both in the government and in the nation.
Why sbould ive mot do %vell amid such opportu-
nities and responsibilities ?

That we are passing away brings no sadness
tii him who bias filled up bis days with usefuiness,
and honor. It is even a boom, -%vhen the feeble-
ress of age ci-ceps upon us, to, be able to shak-e
off our infirmities, and to be born into a life of

rrchanging youtb, of ceaseless and umtiring
actiNities, with the assurance that nothing mortal
c an everagain set its seai upon us. But, alas, for
the poor typo %vio cornes to bis end after hav-

i.neglected ail these opportunities-looking
Lack- upon a life misspent, and forward to one

that stili promises everything, but iii which fie
fias to regain the foothold, he lias lost in this.

One by one wve reach the common goal of ail.
Each one of us, whatever may have been our
lives, ivili leave a naine that %vili be cherished by
our friends. Ouîr faults will die with us and our
virtues -%vi1l be cnsbrined in many memories.
May ive hope that no poor typo is so low or
humble that soîne good deed, somne kindly word
or act, somne token of love, vvili flot deznand of
his brothers, a tablet to bis menîory? Ah,
whien we remenmber that the motive is better than
the deed, tbeit the action is unwillingly forced by
untoward circumnstances or îvroughlt in the midst
of temiptations hdlhas not been able to conquer,
wve sfiould remnember the rntle of charity and
tfirowv it over our brother. What we owe to
birth and early advantages, andi to the powver of
wili, let us not credit to ourselves îvith phari-
saicai importance, and îvbat hie owes to the
disadvantages of early life and the lmck of sus-
taining influences iet us flot be too ftee to debit
hum.

Il Passing away." I shall ever after this be
rew.inded of these wvords wvben the deatb of a
brothier craftsman cornes to my knowledge ; and
,whetfier fie lias attaineci my standard of recti-
tude as a mani ani brother, or fallen far below
it, 1 nUll reinember hum only as a rnortal, bere
entarngled in the temptations and struggies of
lufe, yielding or conquermg as fie lias power
wvithin hM, and pass hinai over for rigflteous
judgment to the great tribunal that awaits us ail
and judges flot amniss. N. S. W

Folding Maeblnery.

ST. JOHN, N. B., Aug. 26tb, 1877.
To /t Editor of the illIiscellatzy:

SIR,-Would you be kind e. ough to, ask
sorne of your readers (who kn >w) to give,
through your rolumins, their expen ence with the
different foldi.'g machines now in -zee both for
book and newspaper folding. 1 have no doubt
it wouid be instructive to others, as well as rny-
self, to know from others' experience the advan-
ttats and disadvantages of the several machines
nowv in the market. Some are in favor of the
Englishi (Livesey, HnLrrild, and Chambers), and
others in favor of the American (Foi saitb). Also,
please ascertain if tliere are any other niakers of
tbis class cf machinery, and oblige

Yours, fraternally,
AN rENQUIIER.
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