~ MINING RECORD _

Hround the Collieries.

A Cumberland correspondent writes:—In a re-
cent issue of the Record reference is made to the
cost of coal mining schools in the different counties,
Cumberland does not show up well, to say the least.
I it fair to measure suecess by the number of ean-
didates at the examinations, or rather the cost per
successful candidate? As far as this eounty is con-
eerned, the distance between mining localities adds
to the expense, but 1 am free to admit that this is
pot sufficient to account for the difference per can-
didate. There is, however, an important phase of
the work for which no eredit is given. I refer to
the mining science eourse in the publie school. This
work, I am 1iclined to think, was not earried on last
year at Sydney Mines, Inverness and possibly not
in Pictou County. In any case last year was a
particularly lean one in this district, and this year
does not promise mueh better in the way of results,
but if a comparison were made for the past eight
years, that is during the existence of the present sys-
tem, Cumberland would appear in a better light,

The Dominion Coal Co. has inaugurated a new
system of wages payments, Hitherto the pay days
have oceurred twice monthly, that means that there
were four three weeks' pays each y~ar. The com-
plaint was made that a two weeks’ pay was not
sufficient to pay for 4 three weeks' supply. In
order to remove that, and such like complaints, the
company will pay every second Saturday, thus sub-
stituting twenty-six pay days in the year for twenty-
four. The complaint as to inability to pay three
weeks’ supplies, when receiving only two weeks’
pay, came in some cases from men earning from
forty to forty-five dollars a fortnight. It is pityful
to think that thrift is at so large a discount among
some men around the collieries. Earning ninety or
even eighty dollars a month a miner should not only
be able to keep himself and his family in eomfort,
but should be able to aceumulate a respectable re-
serve fund. Though it has been drummed into their
ears for thirty-five odd years many of our colliery
workers have not realized the truth contained in
the old Dutch proverb, “‘He who gets does much;
he who keeps does more.””

REVISED SECTION PICTOU COAL FIELD.
Through the ceurtesy of Mr. Notebaert, chief
mining engineer of the Acadia Coal Co., we are
rivileged to publish a section of the Pictou Coal
ield revised up to the 1st of March instant. The
first part of the section, that is, up to and includ-
ing the Stellar Oil Coal, is from Mr. Poole’s re-
port; the remainder shows what the boring, con-
ducted by the Acadia Coal Co. in the year 1915 and

up to March 1st, 1916, has revealed :
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PEACE AND PROFIT.
(By the Rev. Lord William Gascoyne Cecil, in the
“*Star,”’ London.)

It is one of the remarkable results of war that
those who avoid being entangled in it enjoy its
profits,

One group of nations bleed and are vanquished,
a second group of nations bleed and are victorious,
a third do not bleed—and put all the money into
their pockets.

I do not blame them, for they can scarcely avoid
doing it; in fact, as a Christian one almost looks
upon it as a thing for which we should thank God.
for if the vietors could accompany their song of
triumph with the chink of gold, war would become
such a popular thing that civilization would exist
to the accompaniment of the drum-fire of big guns
and the erash of falling buildings. The hope of civ-
ilization lies in this faet, that when the vietor has
sung his paean of triumph and the vanquished his
dirge of woe, the peace-lovers walk off with the
money.

In this ease it will be especially true, because of
the terrible eruelty and ferocity of this war.

Every rogue in Europe will take his ticket for
America, while the patriot will hang on to the old
country; and the wealth of the States will bring
them face to face with new difficulties of which at
present they are only vaguely aware,

Ameriea will be in danger of sinking into the
-Iou"h of luxury.

iee kills more than war, and pleasure enervates
more than defeat. For the mud of self-indulgence
now flows westward. Wealthy America will be face
to face with the worst evils of Western civilization.
Children will become fewer, the men more profligate,




