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is the result? There is îlo genuino enthusiasmn iii the
work,-thcro is littie deliglit iii conscious progress,
because there is ne exciting and rewarding sense of
power. Even the prodigy of the class has little delighit
ili the language w h ich hle studios, as a living embedi-
ment of thought and feeling. The drill is admirable, as
it muest be if the exactions arc severe, but the senso of
monotony soon becomes intolerably dreary. The prepa-
ration for the class-room is nechanical; the recitatioUs
ressemble the wearisomc round of the inill-liorse. As
the resuit of the whole, the prodigy of grammar-the
one boy aniong t en-studies philology and Sanscrit in
order tihat ho miay teacli grammar to another gencratign.
0f the rornainder, two or three become, by mucli pains-
taking, good Latin and Grock granimarians, who bring
from dheir studios valuablo resuits as the rcward of thc
paids takiîig application aiîd tic severe ititellectual gymi-
itasties te whichi they lhave beri subjccted for years. But
tlîey retain because they have formed but few frcsh aild
eciting associations iih the sentiments and lifé of anti-
tjuity, and thieiî imnpressions arc comparatively feeble ef
thew~onderful precision and fiexibility. of the diction for
vhîich the classic writers arc se conspicieus. To read a
Latin author lias become, to but very few of Uic mîany1
'vho stu.dy Latin, a positive pleasure. To rcail Grec k
,)rose is to the most of themn a task, and se when the
college curriculum is evem', the majority of the class snîile
significantly whien advised te read a single Latin author
for eîijoymeènt, wvhile tlîo best scholars rcspond te the
suggestion with ne enthusiasrn, and, withi few exceptions,
l'ail te put il ile practice. 'fli teacher lias thie satisfac-
tien ef having, tatugh% the languages in a tî'uly scientific
iuethod, ef l]aving dm'lled. Ilisclasses witli the most exact

ing sveri and sharpeined tlieir facultiesb he lc'
perectmiling process thtcould ecniabe

lias laid a bî'oad foundation, as he caîls it, for thte future
study of the laîmguages, pro vided the pupil, after hie seven
years of sehool and college, shall give a sufficient' ortit
of thie followving ycaî's te, the nîasteryof the vocabulary,
auld thie correct readjnagi as literature, of he great mas-
ters of ancient tliotiýht and feeling.o

WVe contend that «with a différent method2 tue saine or
better attaijuments would bc achieved inu scîeutific granm.
niai' and comparative philology, with the addition ef a
far michcr vocabulary, of the powver of rmailing easily
Latini and Greek prose, and ef an insight inte andi a
synipathy witli the peculiar life ef antiquity; and above
ali, ef a nmore intellig'eut appreciation of that ivhich is
excellent in Englishi literature, and English diction, and
a mîorc refined enjoyment of whatever hrsinty and
science ]lave donc for modern literature. We contend
that the method of clasAical study and instruction wlîich
%ve liave 8ketclîed ie tie o'uly nîetiîod wlùrlh is truiyl
scientific, because ih alone follows the lawvs of psýychoIo-
gical development and adapts its methods te thîe chang"
îîîg capacitise tà e riiet Xi s not one of flic loast
of its advautages, thiat it compels the instructor teO study
the capacities of t tho iiudividual'pupil, and brins lîlmeif
mbit close and affec4ienate sympathy wýith eveI'y new
class wliicli cornes under hie care; in short, to e opompe-
ttiaIly young again, as lie must pcrpet ually rcnew Ris
youth, ivith the youig niinds and tho young hearhs
te icl th Creator and renewer of life brings freshlyr
the renîark of Colcridge may -e accepted, thiat thie secret
of genius isto, carry thie feeling et childhood. in to.-old
,age, it les preeminentiy «tmue o fthe genius for teaching
%vhicli iii this respecÏ, like every other divine, gi
"hlesseth him that gives and lîim that takes."1
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Light end Air la the'SechgI-wu.

We can uuidcrstald, obvi ously cnough, how iliat
mis take n p ri nci ples may be applicd to certain build-
ings whichi would resift in entirely or nearly deficicut
ventilation with but littie direct injury, te a fewv per-
sons, owing to exceptional'circumstances.

A similar defect in the ventilation and cognate
appliances of a sch'Iool-housc, howcever, might be
attended ivith disastrous resuits. The respiration of
the same air again and -again by aduits, for instance
for a couple of hours on a Sunday, is neyer se mis.
chievous in its conseqences as when experienced cvery
day for five or sixlon rs, and sometinies longer, by,
childrcn of tender vears. If thec freàhness and purity
of the air brcathed by older persons has an importanit
bearing on health, as witness the differénce betWeen
nien and voeuth %vhose daily occupations confine theri,
mucli indàoorqs, and tliose wvho follow ail outdoor
occupation, how mucli more in the case of a child
liept long in a school-room! ivith many others?

The température and qnality of thc air whichi is to
enter thc lutigs becomes, then, subjects for hourly con,
sideration in the school-room,'as contribtiting b y its

puiy or iinpnrity te ail the ï,.'tal functions, drc yo
PUndirectlv 

o

Tc rebreathe the air which has oncc passed threugh
the hings is flot agreeable. Nature thus carly wvarns
us, through oui, 2ense of smell, of a deficiency in the
life-giving oxygen, and ithis warning is continued
throughout the further progress of deterioration. The
constant breathing of a vitiatcd- or over-4eated atmos-
phiere will directly tendîto *uÛdermine the constitution
of a child, and, for the time, even tender it morc,
susceptible te sndden changes of temperature wheîî
leaviîîg sclîoot. And even, as ail intelhieent writer on
the subject says, "lwhien Occurrin"g (vitiation) in less
dégrée, as ini roonis where partial ventilation exists,
nîuch of the restlessness, inattention and apparent
stupidity, olten observable among îlle children, ,s due
more te want of fre shness in the air than te dullness
iii the. sehiol-ar. A teacher ivili find his or her tàsk
niaterially facilita ted, if carr ied on in a light, clîetertul,
warin and a,ýiry room. llowever important in aIt reomhs
and collections of rooms, let us understaiîd, once for
ail, that proper ' warming and ventilation' is seldoîn
of sucli vital moment as in the schobol-room, and that
education cânint properlvý be carried on withoùt it."1 ti

0f alniost parali el value, and importance is the coit-
sideration of proper and sufflicient lightigad h
arrang"ellent of seats hi the' schoo!-room.

'Mr. Robsou, the author of an excellent work on school
archi tectuire, recently publislhed in London, sa s:

"Some ma y thi nk' tha t so ap'prently trivia t aÏ :qtio
Lion as that of sehool desks colld noqt justify înuch
discussion. Medical authorities think otherwisc, and
lay, the greatest stress on thé proper shape and propor-
tion to bc uised iii evcry part, as Nvell as on flic admis-
sion of suitable light in a qfiIable manner to the
eildren seated at thé desks.

"Aceording to Dr. Leibreicli, the iioted opthalnîic
surgeon, in London, tlic chaTîfge in the functiôns of the

(1) The principal of Public School Nu. 9, ini >roùkivn, hab rocenîlv
put into operation a simple and odiiaeet FCI3edy .for over-heated
class rooms.

Small blanks, which contemplato the record of hQui-ly obsei'vations
of the thermometer during the school hours, ýare' placed Under the
control of the teacher, who is required to I them uip. 'The efl'ect of
thus systemnatizing a :-series of observations of this charaeter, hag
aIready been notably benýelicial in maintaining the temperature of'
the several class rooms, at a point where the hjealh and comfort of
ail concerned is subseu'ved.

MARCHI 1876.1


