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of literary, people and wvas an especial
favorite of Miss Mýulock.'

At thje age of seveuiteen bis father
secur ed hini a position on Uthe Civil
andl Military Gazette " in Lahore,
wilichl iecessitated bis inediate
returti to India. Labore is the scene
of bis rualistic sketch " The City of
Dreadfil Niglit." Lt 1550 bot at times
that bis father characterizes it as

Lieul %vith Uic lid on."

IPlis wvork on this paper uîitil Fh. Kay
Robinson becamie editor wvas exceed-
ingly irksomne. He wvas ernployud by
ani unappreciative man Nviio put a
daniper on ail bis literary aspirations
and kept Iiiin busy on the rouglier
wvork of the office. But when adlvised
to go to England lie refused saying
thiat lie had been taken on trust a
boy fresli fromn sclîool an-d would,
serve loyally like Jacob for bis
full seven vcars. lu) spite of these

disdvntgc lie produced while
there '< Departmnttal Ditties " and
"Soldiers Thrce."

His home life wvas a very happy
one. Both bis father and imother
wvere exceptionally clever, while bis
sister wl'ho biat a wvonderful literary,
mnemory coulti quote almnost every
line of Shakespeare.

MNNr. Robinson ivbo first met bim at
tbis timne says " His heavy eyebroivs,
spectacles, sallow Anglo-inclian com-
p)lexion, jerky speech and abrupt
movemnents made an unfavorable
impression. Btbis sterling character
gleamed throughi the hiumnorotis ligbt
that shione behinti the spectacles and
in ten mlinutes lie became the most
striking, m-ember of the familv:."

Shortlv after this M -r. Robinson
assumnet control of tbe paper andi
entirely reverseti the olti order of
tingiZIs, encouraging iii ever'Y way
possible the yonth's literary abilities.
W ile under himi Kipling went on
missions for the paper ail over 'dia
andi gaineti that mniiutely detaileti
knowledge of Uic habits, languIage
and distinctive wvays of thougbrt 'of

Sthe varions races tlîat is so strikingly

evident in ail bis Indian stories.
(.wing to bis great pov'er of obser-
vation e:'erythi- lie saw or heard
seenled to p)li(togragh itself on bis
nihil( 4<md reinaini thec ready for
future uise.

H is own account of bis first publi-
cation is very interesting and 1 give
it alniost verbatiîn. '< eni in the
ariny and civil service suggested to
nie that mny songs iinigbit be mnade
into a book. They bac] been sung
arouncl camp firus to banjoes.
Accordingly 1 made uise of the office
press aiid there ivas btilit tiii a sort of
book, a lean oblong docket, %vire-
stitchied to irnitate a, 1). 0. Govern-
ment envelope printed on oîne side
onlv, bound in broivn paper and
secured w~ith red tape. It wvas
addressed to ail beads of Depart-
ients and Govuruiînent offlîcials.
1 took rel)ly p)ost cards, I)rinted
news of tbe birtb of the bool, on one
side, the blaik order forin on the
other, and posted thein ail over India.
But tbe wvire-binding cnt the pac
and the rcd tape tore the covers, so
the papers complained. This wvas flot
intentional but Heaven hielps those
wvbo hielp tbemnselvus and a nev.,
editioni was denianded. M\-ore verses
wverc. put in and at last the book caine
out in London wvitb a gilt top and a
stiff back." k

A peculiarityr of Kipling's comipos-
ition is thiat lie always conceives bis
verses first as a tune and when once
he bias fixed on tic tune the words
and rhyne follow readily. MuItcli oflîis
early success in India wvas dloubtless
due to the satirical power whicb is
such a distinctive féatnre of " Depart-
mental Ditties."

In addition to bis g,,reat powvers of
observation and mcmi-ory lie had a
grenius for gaining the confidence of
the natives wbhichi nay he illustratcd
byr the fact that Mahhub Ali, a great
I'athani traveil er wvho journev e( ail]
over Afgblanistan considcred iiiniY
as a rnani apart from ail other " Sahîibs "
and always on returning from bis


