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full of useful matter for Moslem inquirers. The latter is a sort of Bunyan’s
‘¢ Pilgrim’s Progress’ prepared especially for Moslem readers, Tt is an
Oiicatal romance suggested by the Arabic translation of ¢ The Schonbere
Cotta Family,” and written by a native Oriental with a powerfal and win-
some apologetic purpose. The same author has ready in manuseript
another volume entitled, ¢ The Enlightener,’’ which is said to be a work
of great power, in vindication of the claims of Christianity as against those
of Istan.  Two of the above-mentioned hooks ave published both in Eue-
lish and Arabic by the Religions Tract Socicty in London. In the lan-
guages of India there are works of the same character, especially those
prepared by Dr. Imad-ud-din.

Another aspect of this matter, however, which must not be passed
aver, is the present growth of Islam in various parts of the world, and the
inaccessibility of a vasi proportion of its followers by any effective mis.
sionary agency. It is diffizult to obtain reliable statistics, but there is no
doubt that Islam has had large accessions within the past twenty-five yeurs
in the Eastern and Western Soudan, although this has not been the result
so much of a spiritual missionary campaign as of political scheming and
military activity. Another fact of startling interest is that in the recent
census of 1891 the number of Moslems reported in India is 57,321,164,
which is an increase of 7,199,569 over the censns of 1881, This isat
the rate of over 700,000 a year. No doubt a large percentage of this
increase is natural, but there must have been also considerable accessions
to the Mohammedan ranks from the Hindus, or low-caste populations of
India.

The as yet inaccessible strongholds of Mohammedanism may be indi-
cated by a line which begins in Moroceo and extends through the entire
breadth of the Soudan in a belt sufficiently broad to include the Soudan
on the south and the African States of Algeria, Tunis, and Tripoli on the
north. It then crosses the Red Seca into Arabia, and extends northward
through the desert haunts of the Bedouin, and curves around to the east-
ward through the Russian contingent of Islam, and wmoves southward
through Western and Central Persia, cast of the Persian Gulf, until it
reaches Baluckistan, where it again turns sharply to the north and rums
through Afghanistan and Bokhara into Turkestan and thence into China,
where it divides into a northern and southern fork, and reaches finally the
castern ceast of China. In these inaccessible ficlds there is to-day a popu-
lation of not less than 100,000,000 practically beyond the range of Chris-
tian missions, Tt is estimated that there are 80,000,000 in China alone.
Their accessibility would be at least a matter of grave experiment, invol-
ing long patience and large sacrifice.

‘We must not, however, look upon missions to Moslems as hopeless.
Providence scems already to have put Islam under mighty resteaints, and
He is steadily preparing the way for enlarged missionary effort.  There is
at the present hour no more iwvressive call for sacrifice and no more




