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‘When the late Bishop of Ripon had read the story of that ¢ Apostle of the
South Seas,”” he said, *‘ That is the twenty-ninth chapter of the Acts of
the Apostles.”” Ie was partly right and partly wrong. To that oft-quoted
and striking remark Iistory herself suggests one criticism and correction.
That was not the first new chapter added in post-apostolic days, for be-
fore the time of John Williams and his apostolic mission many such addi-
tions had been made to that untinished book, and of nota few of those new
chapters there is no human memorial. They are written only by God’s
recording angel in 1lis own Book of Remembrance, to be opened and read
in the flaming splendor of the great white throne. But it was sublimely
and divinely true that the triwmphant advance of that Tottenham lad, who
became the great witness to Christ in the Pacific Polynesia, added another
new and glorious chapter to the annals of apostolic missions.

To this leading thought we shall from time to time return in these
pages, and give it further amplification. Suffice it for the present to repeat
that an inspired book which supplies the key to all the intricate, compli-
cated problems of missions should be carefully, constantly, prayverfully
studied by those who would find the secrets of success. And in such
study, which has occupied the writer for some two years past, he has
already discovered principles su fundamental that they furnish a solid hasis
for the prosecution of world-wide missions. More than this, the devout
student of the Acts will find here not only the Aistory of primitive and
initial missionary work, but the philosophy of missions outlined as ina
text-book, and the indirect prophecy of the progress of missionary trimmphs
until the consummation of the age. With carnest emphasis would we com.
mend such study to all who love the coming of Christ’s kingdom.
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North Africa is mentioned in several places in the New Testament.
Christian hearts can never forget that it was Simon, a man of Cyrenc, a
well-known city in North Africa, who was honored to assist the Lord Jesus
Christ when His strength was so exhausted that He could not carry the
cross to Calvary ; *‘ him they compelled to bear His cross.”

In the Acts of the Apostles we read that Philip, the deacon and cvan-
gelist, was the instrument of guiding to the knowledge of the truth “ a man
of Ethiopia, a man of great authority under Candace, Queen of the EFthin-
pians.”  This African nobleman had come from a kingdom situated near
to the modern Khartoum, where the gallant, Bible-loving General Gordon
only a few years ago fell at the post of duty.

That preacher in the apostolic Church who is described as an eloquent
man, mighty in the Scriptures, was a North African, Apollos of Alexandria.




