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tion. . . . The world has already endured 6845 years,  There remains,
conseyuently, but 155 years to the time when the world may be destroyed.”

In reaching this conclusion, he evidently followed a chronology which
is now generally rejected ; and the wise of our day will no doubt suiile at
his simplicity in presuming to forecast so minutely the times and the sea-
sons. But we may forgive him, cousidering the influence which his con-
vietion scems to have bad upon his conduct. There is a Seripture which
says, ‘‘ The end of all things is at hand ; let us, therefore, wateh and be
sober.”” The great explorer seems to have obeyed this injunction. A
man of sincere picty, so far as we can judge, saving in the intolerance
which he unhappily shared with the churchmen of his age, he sought to act
upon his belief ; and reading that the Gospel must be preached in all the
world before the end can come, he songht fo do all in his power to open
the yet undiscovered portions of the globe 1o the heralds of the cross,
That this motive entered largely into his aspirations :nd endeavors is ad-
mitted by those who have studied his life most carefully.  The following
suramary of the matter by Washington Irving probubly does not exaggerate.
He says :

**He looked upon himself as standing in the hand of heaven, chosen
from among men for the accomplishment of Lis high purpose. e Tead,
as he supposed, his contemplated discovery foretold in holy writ and
shadowed forth darkly in the mystic revelations of the prophets.  The
cnds of the earth were to be brought together, and all nations and tongues
and languages united under the banners of the Redecmer.  This was to be
the triumphant consummation of his enterprise, bringing together the
remote and unknown regions of the carth into communion with Christiun
Europe ; currying the light of the true faith into benighted and pagan
linds, and gathering countiess nations under the holy dominion of the
Church.  (** History of Lifc and Voyages of Christopher Columbus,"
I, p.37.)

To find a divine motive under what has been regarded as a purely
human movement is always deeply iuteresting.  While Carey was in travail
with his missiopary idea, there was a restlessness in his heart leading to a
persistent importunity, which anmoyed his friends and made him a subject
of risficule by his ecnemies.  But later. Dr. Ryland, who had oppesed him
At the first, was compelled to say : “I Lelieve God Iimself infused into
the mind of Carey that solicitude for the salvation of the hicathen which
cannot be fitly traced to any other source.” In the heart of Columbus
tere was that same unrest as of one i pain with an irrepressible idea.  1le
leased kings and annoyed nobles and wore out the patience of his friends
by his importunate agitation.  But looking backward now, and considering
the share which the Western world is bearing in evangelizing the nations,
who does not exelaim : ** Tt must have been God who moved Columbus to
this wreat enterprise 1

sod’s providences never move in a straight line or by a steady prog-
tess, but rather through perpetual wlvances and recessions, like the inflow-



