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In the intercsting list of frienids and disciples at Rome, to whomn
the Apostie Paul sends Christian salutations in the last cliapter of bis
Epistie to the Ohurch in that city, oceurs the naine of one not men-
tioned elsowbiero, yet highly distingiished here. It is "Persis thie be-
loved, which labored mucli iii the lord," (R.V.)-a woman of sucb a.
character as to win affection in a rernarkable degree, and at the saine
time an efficient worker in the Lord's vineyard. She who combincd
thiese features went to lier reward ages ago, but lier naine reniaizîs
imperishable on the sacred record, an exainple and a stimulus to all
succeedinggcenerations. Nor bias it been ivithout fruit. Again and
again liave been seen, in the various branches of the Chuirch, godly
wvomeil, of wblom ail that knew them would be willing to use the ternis
wbich the Apostie applied to Persis. It is one of thiese to whîoin the,
present paper is devoted. And it is prepared with the more zeal and
interest becaxîse the chiefest form of her service is one that lias beozi
very greatly and very widely niisrepresenited.

A striking instance of this 'iiisrepresentation is found in on"- of
the -%vell-knoivn novels of the late Charles Dickens. That îpopîzar
-%riter wvas a firm believer in the Obiristian religion, as appears frolu
statements made iu his ]ast will and testament, and in bis letters to
bis sons. But lie hiad a singrular methiod of showing it. lIn ail lzisearly
fictions, wlberever a minister of the Gospel is introduced, lie turns out
te be a solf-seeking hypocrite, w'hose hife constant]y belies bis profes-
siens. And not until almost the last of his books does it appear tlitt
the autiior had ever met a clergymnan -w]îo lived as hie preached, and
-was sincere and self-denying. In the tale entitled "Blkliuse,"
-ie are introduced te tje lamions Mrs. Jellaby, i-ho figures as on(, of
flue first philantbropists of tbe age, and at the saine tnie is conspicu-
oîîs for the negleet of every domestic duty. She is deeply iuterested
in an African seutlement called Borriobooi.--Ghia, and to this devotes
ahl lier tinoe and stren«tli, holding meetings, instituviug brandi aid sek-

citemaintaining an extensive correspondence and issuing circulkirs
by tlîe thousand, whNIile lier ownl lioîseliold is entirely overlooked and
bier hiusband aîîd children are miade wretclied. The good viroiinai dooes
not se this, being eutirely carried a-way by lier sympathies with thie
Ixuzîan race. Nor dioes it occur te bier thiat.shieisat ail te blanie, sitice
slie is not at ail indolenît, but iindeed so overwhîelined with p)ublicbsi
iess that she doos net, know wb%,icli wvay te turn. Thi hole sketch
is very liftehike and ailusing; nor cau any oue denly the deft band of
Ixini who drew it. But the, question arises> Iieîv mucli of truth doos it
cozîtain? Is it drawn froin life? Does Mrs. Jehlaby reprcseut a cliss
of real personages ? No eue iwishes te assume the responýSibility cf a
liniversa.1l iegative; but I mîust Say tliat I have nover niet, in nctizal
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