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They are born of new ideas, new forces, new agents, new developments,

in nature, in social cconomies, and in the laws which govern humanity

and organized socicty. The wonderful growth of our cities in popula-

tion, largely by immigration ; the rapid increase of wealth and its con-

comitant evils ; the corruption of morals and the decadence of religion ;

the formation and grasping greed of odious and oppressive monopolies;

the rage for mammon, and the reign of lust and pride and sensuality ;

the risc of socialism and anarchism, and the assertion of power on the

part of the laboring class ; the strange contrast of overgrown wealth

and extreme poverty in eitylife, and the discontent and muttering tem-
pest we hear—are but the natural owtcone of the new elements which
permeate and rule our nineteenth-century civilization. Such gigantic
and decp-seated evils are not easily checked, much less eradicated.

¢ Seven devils” possess the city, and nothing short of Almighty power,
in response to much fasting and prayer, will be able to cast them ount. If
we are ever to find and apply anadequate vemedy for these formidable
evils, we must dig down deep into the subject, and meet the new con-
dition of things in the only way that will afford relief, namely, by an en-
lightened apprehension and appreciation of the natural and social causes
and conditions which are at work in our day antagonistic to our pros-
perity; and then work along the great lines of Providence and Christian-
ity, to restrain and uproot by methods and forces adapted to the changed
state of things which exist. The old ideas and modes and appliances
will not meet the case ! The old easy-going and half-earnest policy of
the church, and of organized governments, will end in awful disaster,
if adhered to. The church certainly can no longer afford to slunber.
The danger is imminent. The enemy is at hand, strong and defiant.
A single decade will be likely to decide for us whether Romanism, rum
and corruption, and snarchy and agnosticism and a gross materialism,
shall rule this great nation ; or whether the church of God, Christian
morality, and a purified and Christianived civilization shall predomi-
nate in it.

II. The factsalready cited in regard to the growth of our eity popula-
tion, and the character of that growth, raise the question whether the
church of Christ is alive to the duty which such a condition imposes,
and whether the policy and the methods which have ruled past efforts
to advance Christ’s kingdom in the world have been wisely adapted
and vigorously prosccuted? It scems to us that we have made a terri-
ble mistake. 'We have not estimated on the one hand the appalling
evils incident to the city, and on the other hand the mighty lever it
puts into our hands to uplift the world. We have not bent our ener-
gies to evangelize this mass of humanity brought to our doors from all
quarters of the world, nor concentrated our efforts to, Christianize it
and enlist it in the work of the world’s evangelize. ion. We think we
hazard. nothing in saying that our cities have been, for the most part,




