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Thcev iac born of new ideas, new forces, new agents, iivi' developments,
iii nature, in social .2conomics, and in the laws whichi goveril hurnanity
and organized society. The wonde(,rfi growth of our cities in popula-
tion, largely by immligration ; the rapid increase of weakth and its con-
comitant evils ; the corruption of morals and the decadence of religion ;
the formation and grasping greed of odious and oppressive monopolies;
thu e for manimon. and the reign of lust and pride and sensuality;
the risc of socialism and anarchism: and the assertion of powver on the
part of the laboring ciass ; the strange, contrast of overgrown ivealtli
and extrerne poverty in city life, and the discontent and muttering tom-
pest WC hecar-are but the uiatzurat ou1tcont of flic newe lements whichi
permeate and rule our nineteenth-century civilization. Such gigantie
.and deep-seated evils are not easily lceked, mnnch less oradica'ted.
ccSaven devils" possoss the City, and nothing short of Almighity power,

n sponse to much fastingand pra yer, ivill bc able to cast thein out. If
we are ever to flnd and a.ppIy an adequate remcdy for these formidable
evils, WC must clig down deep iute the subject, and meet the new con-
dition of things in the ouly wvay that will afford relief, namely, by an on-
lighiteiied. ppr-ehonisionl and appreciation of the natural and social causes
and conditions wli are at work in Our day antagonistic to our pros-
Perity; and thoni work along the groat linos of Providence and Christian-
ity, to restrain and uproot by metliods and forces at&,apted to tlic Changedl
state of things wltcli exist. Thie oldZ ideas and modes and appliances
wiIl not mneet the case ! The old easy-going and half-earnest policy of
the cliurch, and of orgimized goernmonts. will end in awful disastor,
if adhered, to. The churcli eertainly can no longer afford to sluinber.
The danger is imminent. Tue cnemy is at hand, strong and d oflant.
A single decade will be likelv te, decide for us whether Romanism, rm
and corruption, 'md anarchy and agnosticism, and a gross inateriaiism,
shial raie tihs gyroat' nation ; or whether the churchi of God, Christian
morality,, anJ a pnirifiect and Christiantied civilization shahl predomi-
nlate, in it.

Il. The facts alrcady cited in regard to the growth of our City popui]a-
tion, and thec chiarrcter of thiat grrowth, raise, the question whether the
churcli of Chirist is alive, te ftie duty whichi sucli a condition imposes,
CIud whether the policy and the methods whicli have -cled past efforts
to advance Christ's kingdomn in thio worlâ have been -%isely adaptod
and vigorously prosecnted? Lt scemns to us th.-ý.t wve have made a terri-
bIc mistake. We have not estimateJl on the one hand the appallinct
evils incident te tho City, and on the other liand the mighity lever it
putr, into our hands to uplift the world. We have not bont our ener-
gmies to evanigehize this miass, of humanlity broughit to our doors from. al
quarters of the -yorld, nor concentrated our efforts to. Cliristianize it
and enhist it in the work of the world's evanigeliz-( .ion. Wc thi-nk we
hiazard nothing in saying that our cities hiave beau, for the most part,


