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Tho Telugu and the 'Missionary are botu haviîîg a,
lbard timeo f it titis year. The unusually excessive
lient and dieufflit that arc upon the lait(, àuake the
latter long for a blast frein "lG reenlan'is icy meurt-
tains," and take ail the entliusianm out of the former
in his Il.isdia's cûral strands." In the wvhole Madras
Presidcîîcy there is more than half a famine; in soine
parts of it choiera is iinakng snd havoc %vith the
starving people. The inliabitants literally live "lfrein
Fand te niouth," they use inîplements of ne more
modern mako titan Adam had, i conveying their rice
acd curry, thie ::tapie dislh of the country, te their
inouths. If the rain-supjply fails, rice canes ho pro.
djAced, and there is nothing for largo numbers but
starvatien. Relief mensures are always inaugurnted
by tho Geverninet and by private individuals ; but
la such a teeming population, a considerable propor-
tien of which nt Élie be.st of tinies are beggnrs, it is
impossible te reach more tlien a sinall proportion of
tho sufierers. The extravagant demantis of the Brah-
niins, the Hindu pricstly Caste, upon the substance
of tlie people, constitute a large factor in the prevail-
ing distress wlien troublous tin cone. The Hindu
is taughlt that hie must buy his way te happiîiess at
every stop. Each cobble-stone, Siguratively speaking,
in tho rend toward the Hindu ahode of supposed
relief frein the ills of earth, cents the toiling 'vay-faror
its wvei glit in gold. Tho oppressions of the Cathlîoic
Hiorarchy, îvith îvhich Americans ar2 more familier
upon its deludcd foliowers, is as nothing compared te
the mcthods ernployed by tlie heathen priesthood in
squeezing tho unfortunate devotees of Siva, Vishnu,
and their unnumhored satelWea. It lias been con-
puted tbat thera are 30,000,000 gods ini India. In.
the naine of eachi the Brahniin lias tlu.

Bramîniism, the religion of the Telugus, bas fer its
corner-stone tie doctriae tbat tho priest is greater
than tc gc!-. The gods are considcred te be in neod
of the offerings ,f nîwn te carry eut tlîeir purposes.
In feet witbeuf prayur and sacrifice the gods -annot

(Dotttrl*ûltted. rulo the world. Prayer necessitates their fulfilling
mnan's wislies. Concentrated devotion and penrwmco
are mnightier tiien ail the gods, and ihence, the priest,
the devote, and the wiso, are greater nad more
powerful than the gods thoînselves. The priest under-
stand how to apply titis doctrine most skilifully for
theirown advantage; but being hurnan the peeplelhave
learned Ébat there jg one clement in the Nvorld greater
oven thax- the priest. Filthy lucre, a terni most aptly
dcscribing the loose change of this country, wvill bring
the priest te terns on ail jccasions. If at the birth
of a child, lie is forced fer varieus reasons tc declnre it
te have been born under an unlucky star, for a con-
sideration, lie is able te point eut te the unhînppy
parents a way cf escape frein nost of tho iînpending
ills. At a wedding, the timo for wvhich nîust ho set
by a priestly Astrolog,,er, ail the arrangements are
controlled by the priest, who is able te just about size
up the pile of the interested parties, and nover fails
te obtain possession ef ,!. ef it that is loose, or cap-
able of being leosenei. At funerals the expense is
absurdly eut of proportion te the occasion and te
the mens of the meurners. 1 give below a list.
of exponses incurred during the oloven cercinonial
days fixed by the law of Caste.

I.-The cow, gif t te the Brahnîin priest, the tait of
wvhiclî the dyingr man must gyrasp tili life is extinet.

P. .
2.-Present iii %noney te the prient.

lits. 3 tc 1000.
3.-Gold ornemerîts for the legs, horns, cars, tnil

and ncck of coî.-Rs. 5 te, 8.
4.-Wood for the pyre.-Rs. 2.

% Vanges te the four priests who carry the cerpne
nt Rb. 2.-Rn. 8.

6.-Pay fo the prient wlîo leads the procession and
carries the fire.-Rs. 2.

7.-Frenli sacred theads for the êire priests wvlio are
conipelled te toucli the corpse.-10 as.

8.-New wveter pots te be broken at the pyre.-2 as.
O.-Food 'for relatives and assistant priests for

eleven days.-Rs. 200.
Total averaging the 2îîd and 3rd iteîns.-R733, 5 as.
A rupee is equivalent te about 35 cents ef Canadian

nioney. Besides this if te deccased ivas a parent
the sous are bound te perforin certain ceremenies, at
every new meen, on the first day of the Gtb lunar


