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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

He was a man of good general character, industrious, well
UCated and enterprising, and was the owner of a good farm
: C€r eultivation, from which he derived his support. At the
ap - °0 his decease, however, he was residing with his father,
Pon & furm owned by Judge Keeler.  Mrs, Keoler, the wife of
":l'l"ﬂ O. Kecler, was about thirty years of age, who was also
le educated, intelligent, and of excellent moral character, un-
Mishod reputation, correct deportment, and refinement.  As a
.:n"al rule, the utmost affection and eonfidence prevailed be.
“el,en this couple. The deceased husband, however, was subject
) 'mes to excessive drinking, which continued upon him rome-
Des for weeks together, und which atfected his nervous system
hea gteat cxtent, rpndcring him :xhupst .ineane.‘ At such times,
ﬁerw" beset with jealunsy toward his wife, which rendered him
i ¢ and overbearing in his deportmeat toward her, and at such
plm“ their previous poud understanding and affeetion wercre
“Ced by feelings in entirc contrast to those of their real naturo.

1 On Friday, March 25, Judge Keeler went from his residence,
un ¢ gone until Sunday the 27th, leaving his son and wile the
Y persons at home.  For about three wecks previous to that
Y 8imon O, Kecler had been eonstantly indulging to excess in
hi;u!e of liquor, so much so that his appetite for fond had forsaken
efore leaving home, Julge Keeler (between whom and his

and wife the strongest affeenion subsisted) took occasion to ad-
|,::‘B*.l his gon that his drinkiny, if persevered in, wou'd 8von
him to the drunkard’s grave. Judge Keeler eshorted him to

is foot down and prom:se that he would not drink another
ed Of liquor, until the 1st of January, 1854, promising him, m
ifhe e would so promise, und knowing from his character that
‘heer.o promised, he would perform, to give him the frec use of
tng :'m, which is well stocked, with a span of horses, wagon
ey rness, two yoke of working oxen, twenty-five hogs, cows,
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hj. P> &e., and with all necessary farming utensils, and to make
ﬂbr:: 8 pregent besides of hay, provisions, &c., amounting in all to
wi(gt4%5000. The son admitted that he was killing himself
g )lquor, but eveded making the promise deeired by his father,
Saying, «« Well, father, I will think it over, and when you come
'Phke' we will make it all right.”? These were the last words ever
N between them.
..hi“dge Keeler departed on his business, and the awful tragedy
kn,‘ch followed was not witnesged by mortal eye, so fur as is
d.wﬂ. Sunday afternoon Judge Keeler tcturned to his home,
t‘"e};,g the house shut. _Failing to arouse the intnates, and with
ﬁm d_’"g of evil, he effected entrance into the house, when t_he
lay Object which tmet his eye, was the corps of his daaghter-in.
h"“n €cently dispased upon the floor of the simng-room. her (afxc
en,dd up with » handkerchief as if for butial, and the limbs strait.
hy, ..30d 8tiff with death. A pillow was under her head, and by
h‘d"de were evidences that another person had lain down. Sbhe
lh,a:een shot through the heart. Upon calering the bedroom
d‘lthgh the open door, he discovered the hody of his son, spﬁ' n
in the' but distorted and convulsed as though he dragged himsclf
the, . 3gony of dying from the side of his wife to the bed which
Li] Y “'ually oceupied, and had there died in extreme torture.
\r::‘ Searching for the cause of his death, the father found that
Uiy g€ piece had been shaved off from a lump of opium, 2nd to
kmﬂgcm he attributed the death of his son, though a post mor-
ligy ®Xamination failed to give evidence of that or any other pusi-
Use,
\b“’dg? Keeler, who of course was intimately acquainted with
Ny, Wbits and character of his son, 18 strongly of opinion that he
ﬂq,hr Intended the death of his wife, even under the sudden in.
thy, °¢ Of passion created by strung drink, but rather suppuses
onc of his temporary fits of jealousy, he sought to work
N6 fears of his wife, and 1hat the shot ifsel{ was rceidental,
®Ing soized with dispair and remorse at what he had done,
Y% means o terminate his own life.  Appearances indicute
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the.
' . . .
¢ had taken every possible means to restore animation to

t

hi:n.:l?Y of his wife, beforc committing the last fatal act agaiust
!10,:"’ grief of Judge Keeler, who, to “s¢ L.is own words, is © tiow
“’regzio man,” was teuching in the extreme. He gave us the
N h“g particulars in youthful simplicity, andas \\cl?elvcvc, ear-
h"&, Uthfuiness: his words were broken and choked by the
Ty Tul ang agonizing emotions with whiuis 018 heart was filled.

It1s not for us

h.dg‘%ition raust furnish its own comments.

2 drop to the overflowing cup of sorrow which an inscruta-
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Simon 0. Keeler, the deceased, was about thirty-seven years of | ble Providence presents to the lips of this worthy and heart strick.
e.

en old man, nor is such comment necessary. flis frank asd full
statement gives of itsgjf a strunger-and deeper lesson to all who

read it, than any attempt un our part to enlarge or moralize upon it
a rule,

qubath Meditations.
A WORD TO CHRISTIANS.

Brethren, pray. Though in various sections the revival
spirit prevails, the prince of darkness is also at work, and
most mightily do his servants fight for victory, and the set-
ting up of his kingdom.

Pray, for the love of many is waxing cold ; pride and the
increase of wealth are eating like cankers at the hearts of
many professed Christians; they find little or no time to
pray for themselves, and unless God interpose and wake
them from their sleep, they will he awakened only in hell.
Pray, for greatis the neglect of God’s word. How deep
lies the dust on the lids of the Bible, and how seldom are its
leaves opened, or its light implored for guidanee thro? this
dark world! How much time is found for reading almost
everything of an earthly production ; but how little, O how
little is tound for reading the gospel of linerty and fife !

Pray that strife among brethren may cease. If they tbat
be of Israel’s houselold engage in warfare, the enemy will
come and mock. If brethren wust indulge in heat and con-
troversy, the interest of Zion will languish and bleed, the
food of spiritual growth will be kept trom hungry souls, and
many will wander from the fold, and starve to death on the
barren mountains.

Pray that the God of Israel would undertake his own canse.
Too long have we boasted over vur own strength ; too long
has the arm of flesh been trusted in for safety and detense,
Too long have we shouted, the one of us for Paul, the other
for Cephas, a third for Apollos, and but few for the right
hand and the strong arm of the Almighty.

Pray that the dark cloud settling down on the world may
be dispersed. Q, how deep and dreadtul the iniquity that
is prevailing, how trumpet-loud the tones of the sioner, and
the ungodly ! While here and there only a pilgrim keeps
bis feet in the narrow way, how many are ploughing their
course, through the fiith and mire of iniquity, to perdition!
While on our right hand and our left, thousands upon thou-
sands are sinking to the chambers ot eternal night, eannot
we lift one petition on high for their deliverance?

« Jesus, thou sovereign Lord of all—

‘The same through one cternal day.—
Attend thy leeblest follower’s call,

And O, instruct us how to pray !
Pour out the supplicating grace,
And’stir us up to s°ek thy face.

Come in, thy pleading Spirit, down

To us, who for thy coming stay;

Of all thy gifts, we ask but one—

We ask the constant power to pray ;—
Indulge us, Lord, in this request,
Thou canst not then deny the rest.””

oZion's Herald and Wesleyan Examirer,

¢ OCCUPY, TILL I COME.”

Ah, not 50, my father ; the world is bright and beautirul
around me ; flowers breathe their perfume and soft winds
fan my brow ; let me live to enjoy this sunshine and beauty.
1 would restin the tempting bowers, linger beside the jow
murmu..ng walters, sleep upon the soft mossy banks. Scenes
of enchantment rise about me ; hope’s bright fancies shed
gleams on my path. Let me tarry for 4 season, delight myself
with their charms, and be borue on ¢ flowery beds of ease.”
Others may labor, my spirit shrinks from the task ; others
have better abilities than I, let me watch their efforts:
others respond to the call, « Go, work in my vineyard,” 1
pray have me excused.”




