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symbol was the winged solar disk, and
permittcd the children of the royal famnily
to bc brouglit up under the influence of
this new and heretical religion. The
court became to a large extent an Asiatic
or Semitic court. The powver of the
pricsthood of Amon (the Supreme God of
Egypt) had been absolute from the rise
of the l8tlî dynasty, and the wealth of
the conquests of the earlier kinge lad
been poured wvitli unstinting hands into
the treasury of Amen. Tiiebes had grown
in magnificence and the priesthood liad
waxed fat.

The great king Amenophie III1. had in
ne wîay fallen behind his predeceesors in
gifts, as shown by his monuments at
Thebes, but now the haremn influence wvas
opposed te the sodality and the college
of Amen. Upon the death of Amenophis
III1. lie was succeeded by hie son Amen-
ophis IV., the meet interesting figure in
the history of Egypt, thougli at thie time
a mere boy cf thirteen years. H1e was
at firet, absolutely under the control cf
his mother, the great royal wvife Teie,
whe was a woman cf immense energy
and will, and who boldly threw off al
maeks and defied the priestlîood of Amen.
The very heart, cf the court of Egypt ivas
now converted te the Monotheistie reli-
gion cf the Seinitie people. Soon after
the king's niarriage witlx a princess frein
Mitanni, a relation cf Teie's, and an
earnest worehipper cf the cuit of Aten,
hie changed the name cf Amenophis,
which hie predeceesors had borne in
honour cf the god Amen, and was hience-
forth known as Khu-en-aten. The solar
disk is "1Aten, " and 'lKlu " means glory,
se thie king caîls himself 'the glory cf
the eciar disk.'>

The Semitie people cf the North re-
presented their deity in the forin cf a
circular disk with wvings on eithier side cf
it. Here we have the one God supreine
over ail ethers represented in His meet
majestic form, as the sun with ivings.
That these wings symbolized net only
speed but protecion ie showvn by one cf
the scenes on the now fameus bewl cf
Palestrina, where, in a time cf great peril
during a royal hunt, chariot and horses
and riders are ail Iifted up inte the
heavens and are enveleped in the wings
,and armes cf the solar disk, te indicate
that, they will be protected by the Divine
power. When the writers cf Old Testa-
ment therefore epoke cf abiding under
the ehadow cf tIe Divine wings, and cf
being hidden under Ris feathers ; iwhen
Boaz blessed hie Moabitisî relative, wlie
lad come te trust under the shadpw cf

the wvings cf the God cf Ierael; wlien
Malachi epeake cf the Sun cf Rigliteoue-
ness arieing ivitî healing in Bie witige,
these writere had ne inadequate and be-
littling, figrure cf a bird brooding over hier
yeung, but a vastly more majestic and
worthy figure, the most majestic which,
the ancient mind could cenceiveocf the
Supreme One God, semething utterly dif-
feront and vastly larger than the thought
cf a terrestrial bird. The new faith was
eimply a resort te nature and te nature'e
God, who is new recegnized as one, and
though the ziew religion was net an ethi-
cal religyion the entire mevement wae far
in advance cf the age.%

.The change cf name was the outward
eigin and token cf a religieus revolution.
The naine cf Amen wvas, by order cf the
heretie king, proscribed and erased fromn
the monuments, temples, tombe and quar-
ries alike, aud even the name cf the
king's own father which. containcd it was
net epared. It wae net long befere the
Phiaraoî and the powerful priestheod cf
Thebes were at open war. But the priest-
hocd preved toc streng for the king. The
real power in Egypt wvas the hierarchy.
One dynasty migît rise and faîl anid be
eucceeded b;y another, but the priestheed
wvent on forever. No dynasty ceuld long
stand in opposition te the priesthood.
Khiu-en-aten wvas ferced te leave hie royal
city cf Thebes, the capital cf hie fathers,
and build himself a new city furtîer north;
thie lie called by hie own new naine cf
Khu-en-aten. It is the site cf this hereti-
cal city that is now cevered by the mounds
of Tel-el-Aniarna, and it is the cerre-
spondence office cf this city tlîat the
peasant weman found in the fali cf 1887.

Here the king reared his palace, the
grandet, nman ever dwelt in, and here in
the centre cf the city rose the great, temple
cf Aten. Withi him te hie new capital
the king carried the correspondence and
the state papers cf botI hie father and
himself. The high, positions about tIe
ceurtwere nowvfilled withi foreigners, wheso
namies proclaim their Canaanitislî engcin;
even tIe Vizier wvas called Dudu, te whichi
the namne cf David is akin, and the court
itself became more than ever Senîitic.

The domestic life at the palace seems
aIl this time te have been ail love, music
and fiowers. Again and again we meet
ivith representatiens cf the king and

*Sc aise Isaiah's expression for Egypt:
-"1 The land shiadlowing -%itli wings, " Isaiah
xviii. 1-a reference, perhaps, te the wvide-
winged orbe whichi may still bc seen on the
great temple pyIOIIS.-ED.
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