merate a great variety of instances in which Serip-

ture prophecy, as attested by hlgtory, had b‘een

fultilled, embracing the destruction of Paganism,

the ascendency of Christianity in the person of
Constantine, the corruption of the visible Church

which followed is clearly intimated in the Tth
chapter of Revelation, and the protest of the
Christian martyrs clearly brought out. The
Saracen invasion began in 612, and ended in 762,
the precise epoch announced in the Apocalypse,
and the infidel historian unconsciously wrote on a
page of his history, “ Thy word, O God, is true.”
Passing from this, he instanced the rise of Martin
Luther, and the spread of the Gospel amidst pre-
vailing upostacy. He instanced the sign of earth-
quakes, and, when he read paragraphs of astro-
phenomic phenomena, he dared not say that they
were not signs of the coming of the glorious day.
He referred to the pouring of the seventh vial intothe
air as symbolic of the pestilences which had pre-
vailed, and traced the gradual decline of the Ma-
hommedan power down to the present time. He
concluded by making an impressive appeal to
Christians of all denominations, as weare evidently
drawing near to an eventful erisis, to sink minor
differences, and be prepared for whatever God, in
His Providence, may have seen fit to determine.
The lecture was listened to with the utmost inter-
est; and, a vote of thanks having been given to Dr
Cumming, the proceedings were closed by Dr
Barr pronouncing the benediction.—Edinburgh
Post.

PRIZE ESSAYS ON THE SABBATH.

~ Among the most hopeful and cheering signs
of the times may doubtless be regarded the eforts
which are being made by the friends of Cliristian-
ity to disseminate in a systematic form through
the medium of the press correct and enlarged
views with regard to the Divine institution
and moral obligation of the Sabbath. 'This
seems the more necessary at a period like the
present, wi.en the authority of our most venera-
ble institutions, not excepting even our most
hu}iy Sabbath, is liable to be called in question,
and when, in accordance with the utilitarian
spirit of the age in which we live, this Divine
institution is often summarily dismissed, except
in so far as it is practically available for recrea-
tion and amusement. Shorn of its glory and
stripped of its Di\'ir}c sanction, it is sought to be
diverted from its original purpose, and, instead of
«the Lord’s day,” to be made, in a peculiar
sense, * man’s day.” Now we nced scarcely
say that it 1s the duty of all Christiaus, whether
collectively or individually, to endeavour by
every means in their power to strg‘ngll}en the
authority and preserve the sanctity ofthe Sabbath
—the day which the Lord has made.

It is found that the awarding of prizes for essays
on such interesting topics is'the best method of
securing productions which are most likely to be
renerally read. Though many of our ablest
divines have written adiniruble treatises upon
the Sabbath, the subject is one which, varying
in some degree with the ever changing circum-
stances of society, can never be exhausted.
Most of our readers will remember lh:}l, some
years ago, prizes were offered to working men
for the best essays upon this subject, when a
very large number were sent in for competition.
Several of these which ranked highest were
afterwards published, and in the opinion of
many who were entitled to be considered good
judges they were of such a high character as
would have done credit to any class of society.
This says much for the latent talent which ex-
ists to so large an extent among the labouring
classes of Great Britain, and which only requires
opponunities of developing itself. As was, how-
ever, to be expected, the style of treatment
adopted was in general such as to render these
Essays more fitted for circulation among the
classes from which they cmanated. To reach
a higher class, productions ol a ditferent stamp
are requisite ; und we are glad to observe from

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

advertisements in the newspapers that the Coun-
cil of the Evangelical Alliance have offered a
prize of one hundred pounds for an Essay on the
Sabbath, to be written with a special view to
circulation among the higher classes of the com-
munity. For the information of our readers, we
subjoin the following particulars relative to the
competition. The Essay will be expected to
bring into view :—the theoties which have pre-
vailed in regard to the Sabbath—the Scriptural
authority and obligation of the Sabbath— the
history and advantages of the Sabbath—the pres-
ent actual amount of Sabbath desecration in our
own and other rcountries—the extent of such des-
ecration, as compared with what it has been—
the causes to which it is attributable, and the
moral means by which it may be counteracted.
It is not intended to limit writers to these topics.
They merely show the kind of work which the
Council desiderated. It is wished that the whole
subject of the Sabbath may be clearly and fully
dealt with. The work must be sound in argu-
ment—strictly correct in facts and statistics—
powerful in its appeals, and, of course, free from
sectarian and political bias ; and must not exceed
a  modcrate-sized octavo volume. We may
further mention that competitors are to send in
their MSS. for adjudication not later than Ist.
October, 1855, addressed to the Secretaries of
the Evangelical Alliance, 7 Adam Street, Adel-
phi, London, to whom all communications on
the subject of the Essay are likewise to be
addressed. Each MS. to have a motto inscribed
on it, and to be accompanied with a sealed letter
having the same motto, and enclosing the name
and address of the writer. The first edition of
the successful Essay to the extent of not more
than 2000 copies to be the property of the Coun-
cil.  The Rev. Dr. Harper, Professor of Divinity
in the United Preshyterian Church, of Edinburgh,
the Rev. John Jordan, Vicar of Enstone, and the
Rev. Dr. Stowell, President at Cheshunt Col-
lege, have consented to act as adjudicators, by
whose award the Council will be bound, on the
distinet understanding that the Essay selected
i as the best shall also be deemed by them to be
] V\'Oll"thy of the subject, and of the cause designed
to be. .

CHAPLAINS IN THE EasT.—The Rev. Mr. N.
Macnair, minister of Gourock, has been appointed
one of the Government chaplains to the hospital
at Scutari, and will proceed thither in a few days.
His departure is a source of great regret to his
charge, by whom he is deeply esteemed.

PRAYER-MEETINGS IN THE CAMP.

A lady at Huddersfield writes :—¢ T have just
heard of a letter received by a poor woman from
her husband, a foot-soldier in the Crimea, written
in pencil—a solemn leave-taking in the prospect
of death, but words so full -of resignation. He
says many of the men meet together in their tents
—f{rom thirty to forty—for prayer and reading of
the Scriptures, and that more heartfelt devotion
he never witnessed in any church or chapel in
England than is visible amongst them.”

P.S.—We have given the Contents cxclusive
of the No., in order that we might overtake a
considerable quantity of matter which had from
time to time been crowded out. Otherwise se-
veral articles would bave appeared more in sea-
son.

MINISTERS WIDOWS’' AND ORPHANS'
FUND.
CONGREGATIONAL COLLECTION,
Quebcee, per Rev. John Cook, D. D.... £21 ¢ o¢
JOHN GREENSHIELDS, Treasurer.

FRENCH MISSION FUND.
TRECEIPTS SINCE LAST ACKOWLEDGEMENT.

Hamilton, per J. D Pringle, .,..,... £7 0 0
Martintown, per D. McDonald,....... 3 0 0

199
Stratford and North-Eastope, per Wm.
Bell,....oiveveneinn., ceeen... 2 18
Esquesing, per Rev. P. Ferguson,..... 38 10 0
New Richmond, per John Davidson,.. 1 2 6

HUGH ALLAN, ZYeasurer.

EDUCATION FUND.

Fergus, per A. D. Fordycee, Esq.,..... £2 10 0
Saltflcet, per Rev. W. Johnson,....... 018 ¢
Binbrooke, per Rev. W. Johnson,...... 0 16 6
Ottawa, per Rev. Alex. Spenee,...... 8 10 0

HUGH ALLAN, Treasurer.

SYNOD OF CANADA JEWISH MISSION
OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

Amount formerly noticed,......... L54¢ 5 b
Fergus, Revd. G. Macdonnell,. ...... 2 21

JOHN MOWAT, Treasurer.
Kingston, November, 1855.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE OUR
LAST PUBLICATION.
A. McBean, Cobourg,. .......1853-4-5
Wm. Brown, jr., “ ....... 1858-4-5
‘Wm. Louks, Charlotteville,. . ..1855-6
Francis Horne, Hemmingford,.. . . 1855
Arch. McDermid, Nottawasaga,...1855
John McQueen, “ ..1856
James Lang, Chateauguay,. .. .1855-6
J. Jameson, New Richmond, Gaspd,’s5
Simon Bannerman, Pictoy, N, S,,.1865

o0 0

-

John Campbell, “

Alex. Cummins, “ “
Maleom Campbell, ¢« L

Alex. Ross, § « “

Robert Greig, Quebee,. ,1850-1-2-3-4-5 1
Isaac Curry, Nelson,........... 1854-5

Angus Urquhart, Hawkesbury,. . 1855
W, Park, w “

D. Graham, Ottawa City,.. .....1855-6
D. Graham, Kingston,......... 1855-6
Hon. Jas. Hamilton, « .. ...1852-3-4-5
Geo. Davidson, P £ 151

W, Fergnson,e. ..o oovven.....1855
Major Logie,. .. ccvueevan.... 1855-6
Alex. Begg,. .. cvvinnennn. 1852-3-4-5 1
‘Wm. Ireland,...... cenenan «v...1835
Mrs. H, Wilson,........o ool 1856
David Crooks, West Flamboro,. 18585
Hon. Thos, MeKay,..ovvv. ... 1855-6
M. Ramsay, Montreal,e.........1855
D. Gorrie, e .. .1854-5
Mys. MeCulloch, “  .........1854-5
Alex. McGibbon,“  «.vvuv....1835

-
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CANADA FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

HE Board of Management earnestly desires

to engage Two Missionaries for the Foreign

Field, and an Agent to travel throughout this
country to advance the objects of the Society,
Catholic in its constitution, and having on its
Board members of seven ditferent sections of the
Christian Chureh, the Society appeals to Chris-
tians of all depominations. From any such quar-
ter applications from persons dispcsed to undei-
take either work are invited. Any one willjne
to go out as missionary to the region of the Red
Sea, or having preference for any other unocey-
pied groum.i, is asked to apply and state his pref-
erence. Ministers of the Gospel or others, prompt-
ed to enter upon either this missionary or agene
work, are earnestly requested to send’ in W?thout.
delay applications and testimonials addressed to

the undersigned.
THOS. M. TAYLOR,
. CorrrsroNmiye Secrerary, C.F.M.S.
Montreal, July 80, 1855,



